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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on discrimination in sport

1.
Sport is a valuable tool to help address societal challenges, such as the fight against verbal and physical violence and discriminatory behaviour.

2.
The case of the referee Jesús Tomillero is in fact a sad reminder that homophobia is omnipresent in sport, both against and between athletes.

3.
Sport should transcend differences and enable everyone to strive towards achieving their best, regardless of racial or ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation.

4.
The Treaty of Lisbon introduced a horizontal clause that obliges the Union to combat discrimination in all contexts on grounds of gender, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation.

5.
The Commission is therefore called upon to: 

–
encourage Member States to permanently include sport in programmes and services with a view to the real integration of all groups at risk of discrimination, and to call on sports organisations to adopt appropriate training programmes for professionals and volunteers in order to prevent and combat all forms of discrimination or racism;

–
commit, in close cooperation with the Council, the Member States and national governing sports bodies, to tackling all types of discrimination, including racism, gender phobia, homophobia and transphobia.
6.
This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council and the Commission.
� Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.
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