Question for written answer E-006297/2014
to the Commission

Rule 130

Nicola Caputo (S&D)

Subject:
Italian marines held in India

30 months have elapsed and Italian marines Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore Girone are still imprisoned in India. The two marines were arrested on 19 February 2012 on charges of having killed two fishermen after mistaking them for pirates, and were then held in custody in Poojappura prison. It has been over two and a half years since the arrest of the two Italian marines and 18 months since they were sent back to India. The Indian courts have held dozens of hearings, there have been delays, changes of judges and of courts of law, but no formal charges have yet been made against them. 

Will the Commission:

1.
check if there is any further room for negotiation, also through EU diplomatic channels, to enable the Italian marines to come home once and for all; 

2.
ask India, in all international fora, to comply with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS); 

3.
take action to prevent cases like this from occurring again in the future?
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