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Internal market MEPs green light life-saving

emergency call system for cars
[17-03-2015 - 11:15]

All new car models sold in the EU are to be equipped with eCall technology from 31
March 2018 under draft EU rules endorsed by Internal Market and Consumer
Protection Committee MEPs on Tuesday.This technology uses the 112 emergency
number to call rescue services automatically, enabling them to reach crash scenes
faster and thus save lives and reduce the severity of injuries.

The vote confirms a deal struck in December with the Council of Ministers, which formally
approved it on 2 March.

"I warmly welcome the EU member states' agreement on type-approval requirements for
fitting eCall devices in new passenger cars and light commercial vehicles. Now it is up to
the European Parliament as a whole to vote to ensure that the 112-based eCall service is
deployed across Europe, so that EU citizens get its safety benefits. The outcome of
today's committee vote paves the way for it to do so", said rapporteur Olga Sehnalova
(S&D, C2).

These rules set out obligations for car manufacturers. Separate rules, which entered into
to force at the end of June 2014, require EU member states to ensure that they have the
infrastructure needed to handle all eCalls in place throughout the EU by 1 October 2017.

For further details, please see press release on informal deal with the Council. The text
was approved in committee by 26 votes to 3.

Next steps

The rules will be put to a vote by Parliament as a whole, and thus become final, at the
second plenary session in April (Strasbourg).

Procedure: Co-decision, early 2nd reading agreement

Further information

* Press release: MEPs back deal with Council on automatic emergency call system for cars (04.12.2014):
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT %2bIM-
PRESS%2b20141201IPR81901%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2{%2fEN&language=EN

» Profile of the co-rapporteur Olga Sehnalova (S&D, CZ):
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96718/Olga_ SEHNALOVA html

* Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee
: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.htmi

» Decision on eCall infrastructure
: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:JOL_2014_164_R_0002

» Procedure file :
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2013/0165(COD)

» eCall webpage: http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/ecall-time-saved-lives-saved
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Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html
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