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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Transport and Tourism calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

since the objective of a 20% reduction in fossil fuel consumption (necessary both to ensure compliance with the Kyoto Protocol and to reduce our dependence on non-European countries) must be attained within the next 10 to 14 years and so solutions that can be put into effect immediately are required, though without our abandoning attempts to encourage the use of renewable energy sources to replace fossil fuels;

- Fixed facilities
1.
Places greater emphasis on the close link that must be established between the objective set and a strategy of intervention aimed at maximising the efficiency of the energy production and conversion chain. This may also involve building on the framework already sketched out in Directive 2004/8/EC on the promotion of cogeneration in the internal energy market and supporting, and making obligatory, cogeneration (combined heat and power generation) for facilities above a certain size. 

- Energy sources for transport
2.
Stresses that the objective of energy efficiency requires, above all, an integrated approach to transport and mobility systems, the actual implementation of much of the legislation already adopted by Parliament, incentives to promote local public transport, reorganisation of the logistic infrastructure, and action to ensure freight transport is switched from road to rail and sea; takes the view, therefore, that attaining energy efficiency should be one of the guiding principles for the discussion now taking place for the purpose of revising the White Paper on European transport policy (COM(2001)0370). 

3.
Notes that advanced new aircraft already consume significantly less fuel, but nevertheless urges that research in this field be speeded up.

4.
Calls on the Commission to submit an action plan based on a coherent, effective approach and objectives open to assessment, encompassing all EU policies with a view to encouraging both the use of biofuels (bio-ethanol and bio-diesel) and the introduction of hydrogen and hybrid vehicle technology. 

5.
In the case of road traffic, considers that it is necessary:

(a)
to reduce CO2  emissions in the medium term more drastically than proposed in the Green Paper (for example, to attain a maximum threshold between 100 and 80 g/km CO2 by 2020), in keeping with the declarations of intent made by the Environment Council as long ago as  June 1996 to the effect that 2010 was to be considered the deadline for achieving a maximum average emission limit of 120 g/km CO2, 
(b)
to increase energy efficiency indirectly by means of the Galileo, SESAR, and ERTMS systems and promote those systems as a matter of priority in the sphere of research and development; 

(c)
to disseminate existing technical solutions and innovative technologies capable of producing energy savings if applied on a wide scale and used according to an integrated approach, especially as regards reducing the proportion accounted for by cars in rising fuel consumption;

(d)
to provide incentives, including tax incentives, to promote hybrid cars, which are  already available on the market today and would lead to an immediate saving in oil products;

(e)
alongside the ‘polluter pays’ principle, to enforce the ‘consumer pays’ rule, following the model already adopted for the environment, under the amended Directive 1999/62/EC regarding charges to be levied for heavy vehicles, and now being put forward in the tax field in the proposal for a directive (COM(2005)0261) on passenger car-related taxes and devising a system of appropriate incentives not just for vehicles better in terms of their environmental impact, but also for those which consume less energy;

6.
Consequently, encourages the Commission to implement a horizontal energy efficiency policy by coordinating the necessary targeted measures and to define, after carrying out an appropriate study, and examining the best existing practice, what levers, (education campaigns, fiscal or other incentives and/or disincentives) and (legislative, technical or economic) instruments could be applied by the public authorities to achieve the stated objectives.

7.
Urges the Commission to treat transport as a focus of special attention and a priority task for the network of local energy efficiency agencies.
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