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SHORT JUSTIFICATION
The question of new Rules for parliamentary assistance was a main feature of the procedure for the 2009 budget of the European Parliament. The discussions between the Bureau, Budgets Committee and the Secretary-General began already in February 2008 with a preliminary analysis of which steps could be necessary.

Subsequently, the Parliament's resolution on the budgetary guidelines for 2009 (in March 2008) and its budgetary Estimates (i.e. the Parliament's preliminary draft budget of May 2008) both contained clear statements as to the political and budgetary urgency it attached to resolving this issue.

In the autumn, following further discussions within the framework of a pilot exercise of increased cooperation between the Bureau and Budgets Committee, and the official budgetary conciliation meeting between the two bodies, an agreement was also reached (budgetary neutral with regard to the previous situation) as concerns the expenses directly associated with the parliamentary assistants.

Technically, in order to facilitate a smooth implementation, the budgetary authority also signalled its agreement to slightly modify the budget nomenclature in order that a certain category of internal transfers can in future be carried out by the President of the European Parliament, in strict function of the number of assistants that will, at any given time, fall under the new provisions.

It should also be noted that the draft budget also contains 15 new administrative posts (5 of which only in reserve) concerning the administrative implementation of the new scheme.

At the adoption of the 1st reading of the 2009 budget in October 2008, the Budgets Committee and the Plenary, again, called for a speedy solution.

Your draftsman believes that the principles of sound financial management and the afore-mentioned strategy of budgetary neutrality should be emphasised also in the legislative proposal. He also concludes that the proposal at hand should be compatible with the multi-annual financial framework for 2007-2013.

AMENDMENTS
The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its report:
<RepeatBlock-AmendA><AmendA>Amendment

<NumAmA>1</NumAmA>
<DocAmend>Draft legislative resolution</DocAmend>
<Article>Paragraph 2 a (new)</Article>
	

	Draft legislative resolution
	Amendment

	
	2a. Considers that the financial amounts indicated in the legislative proposal are compatible with the ceiling of heading 5, administrative expenditure, of the multi-annual financial framework,


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
According to the Rules of Procedure, the financial compatibility of legislative proposals should be examined. 

</AmendA>
</RepeatBlock-AmendA>
<RepeatBlock-AmendB><AmendB>Amendment

<NumAmB>2</NumAmB>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 8 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	8a. The internal decision (implementing rules) of the European Parliament will lay down further rules for the implementation of these provisions, based on the principle of sound financial management as set out in Title II of the Financial Regulation1,

	
	1 Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities (OJ L 248, 16.9.2002, p. 1).


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
It is important to set a clear and transparent framework, within the Parliament itself, for the subsequent implementation of this regulation.

</AmendB>
<AmendB>Amendment

<NumAmB>3</NumAmB>
<DocAmend>Proposal for a regulation</DocAmend>
<Article>Recital 10 a (new)</Article>
	

	Text proposed by the Commission
	Amendment

	
	10a. The annual amounts necessary will be determined within the annual budgetary procedure,


<TitreJust>Justification</TitreJust>
Prerogative of the budgetary authority

</AmendB>
</RepeatBlock-AmendB>
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