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SHORT JUSTIFICATION 

Drugs are a major problem in the European Union, despite the fact that, according to the 

European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the last five years 

have seen a fall in the use of certain types of drugs, especially heroin, and in some countries 

also cocaine. Unfortunately, this has been accompanied by increased use of marijuana and so-

called synthetic drugs, including highly addictive drugs such as amphetamines and 

methadone. Synthetic drugs are proving to be very dangerous, owing to their popularity and 

the availability of ingredients, making them easy to produce.  

The fight against drugs in the EU calls for a strengthening of European and international 

cooperation in detecting the production and preventing the distribution of banned substances. 

An important element in this is the issue of regulating the trade in drug precursors, and close 

monitoring of their entry into the Union. The EU Drug Strategy (2005-2012) provided for a 

reduction in the supply of drug precursors and, consequently, a reduction in the production of 

drugs. 

Until 2012, the biggest producer of precursors used in the manufacture of drugs was Russia. 

In view of this, it became necessary to strengthen cooperation between the European Union 

and the Russian Federation in order to prevent the diversion of drug precursors from legal 

trade. To that end it was decided to conclude a trade agreement.  

Provisions on personal data protection are an important element of the agreement. In the 

rapporteur's opinion, these provisions provide citizens with sufficient protection in connection 

with the use of their data for achieving the objectives of the agreement, while ensuring an 

appropriate level of monitoring of the movement of the precursors in question and impeding 

the activities of criminal groups in this area. 

The rapporteur takes the view that the Committee on Legal Affairs should recommend to the 

committee responsible the approval of the Council Decision on the conclusion of the 

agreement between the European Union and the Russian Federation on drug precursors. 

****** 

The Committee on Legal Affairs calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 

committee responsible, to propose that Parliament gives its consent. 
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