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SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:
1.	Takes note of the Annual Report of the Agency for 2015 and of the Court of Auditors' report on the annual accounts of the European Fisheries Control Agency (the 'Agency') for the financial year 2015;
2.	Points out that the Court of Auditors' responsibility regarding the Agency is to provide Parliament and the Council with a statement of assurance as to the reliability of its annual accounts and the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions; 
3.	Expresses its satisfaction with the Court of Auditors' declaration that the Agency’s annual accounts present fairly, in all material respects, its financial position as at 31 December 2015 and the results of its operations and cash flows for 2015, and that the transactions underlying the annual accounts for the financial year 2015 are legal and regular;
4.	Considers that the Agency represents extremely good value for money, although it is necessary to increase its human and financial resources in the coming years;
5.	Acknowledges that the Agency implemented its new tasks to comply with the new Common Fisheries Policy with a budget frozen at EUR 9,2 million, at the 2013 level;
6.	Deplores the fact that no attention is being devoted to the working conditions of the Agency's staff, although they play a critical role in performing additional tasks without any increase in their number;
7.	Notes that the effective budget cuts imposed on the Agency impaired its ability to fulfil its objective of organising operational coordination of control and inspection activities of the Member States in order to ensure the effective and uniform application of the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy;
8.	Draws attention to the importance of the Agency's role in implementing the reformed Common Fisheries Policy and in achieving the objectives thereof, particularly in the light of the landing obligation and demands in terms of the monitoring, control and surveillance of fisheries activities; stresses that it is therefore desirable to evaluate the possibility of increasing appropriations for the Agency's operations in future years;
9.	Regrets that the reduction of the Agency’s resources and capacity may have as a consequence the weakening of fisheries controls and a concomitant increase in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, to the detriment of the social, economic and environmental sustainability of the sector;
10.	Points out the excellent implementation rate of commitment appropriations (100 %) and payment appropriations (92,2 %) for the financial year 2015; 
11.	Welcomes the Agency’s declaration that there were no late payments in 2015 and that the average delay for payments was of 20 days, which is excellent;
12.	Points out that the new migration policy of the Union and, in particular, the creation of the European Border and Coast Guard, as part of an overall improvement in coast guard functions, imply new tasks of inspection and better cooperation for the Agency, which will require increased funding and technical and human resources;
13.	Recalls the importance of strengthening the Agency's mandate so as to put in place joint operational activities with other Union agencies in the maritime sector in order to prevent disasters at sea and to coordinate the functions of European coastguards;
14.	Points out that 2016 was a key year for the implementation of the new Common Fisheries Policy concerning the landing obligation rules, and that the operational coordination of the activities of fisheries control inspections with the Member States implies appropriate human and financial resources; expresses its concern about the practical difficulties involved in implementation of the landing obligation for demersal fisheries, and considers that monitoring should take those difficulties into account;
15.	Notes that, for the Agency to comply with its mandate and new policy objectives, as part of an overall improvement in coast guard functions, its financial and human resources have been increased from 2017 onwards, so that the Agency can meet its future needs and its new ambitions, and stresses the need to evaluate the possibility of increasing the budgetary appropriations for the Agency's operations relating to fisheries surveillance in the coming years;
16.	Proposes to grant the Executive Director of the Agency discharge in respect of the implementation of the Agency's budget for the financial year 2015.
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