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<Commission>{PETI}Committee on Petitions</Commission>

PETI_PV(2019)289_1
MINUTES
Meeting of 11 April 2019, 9.00-12.30
BRUSSELS
The meeting opened at 09:01 on Thursday, 11 April 2019, with Cecilia Wikström (Chair) presiding.

In camera
1.	Coordinators' meeting
The meeting adjourned at 09:35

***

The meeting resumed at 09:38
2.	Adoption of draft agenda[footnoteRef:1]	PETI_OJ– PE 637.547 [1:  	In accordance with the committee’s Guidelines 2016, items in sections B of the draft agenda will not be discussed during the current meeting. However any PETI Member may ask before the end of the meeting for an item in section B to be kept open; it will then be automatically included in the Coordinators’ agenda for a decision on its further treatment at a subsequent Coordinators’meeting.] 

The draft agenda was adopted.	FdR 1181892
3.	Approval of minutes of the meeting of:
none
4.	Chair's announcements
This being the last committee meeting of the current legislative term, the Chair warmly thanked all Members and staff for the good cooperation over the last 5 years.
5.	Any other business
There was none.
6.	Chair's announcements concerning Coordinators' decisions
1.	Requests by the Groups
a) With regard to the ALDE request to include in a future agenda an
“Oral Question with Resolution about Fundamental rights of minors under guardianship from Romania without identity documents in the EU",
as a follow-up to petition 0660/2018 by J. C. M. (Spanish), on behalf of FADES (Spanish Association of Host Families), on minors under guardianship,
The Coordinators decided to ask the secretariat to bring it up for discussion to the new Coordinators.
b) With regard to the GUE/NGL request for a discussion and legal opinion on the procedure in which one political group (EPP in this case) can use the rules, by bringing several MEPs (most of them non-PETI members) to one single debate, make them vote to close a petition and then leave the room.
After listening to the opinion of the Legal service, the Coordinators took note that this procedure is in accordance with the Rules of procedure.
c) With regard to the Greens/EFA request for a discussion concerning the contents of the PETI Newsletter,
The Coordinators decided that in future both sides of the debate should be reflected in the PETI Newsletter.
2. 	Stock-taking of rules on fact-finding visits as regards ex-officio Members 
The Coordinators decided to ask the secretariat to take note of all the concerns expressed during the discussion and pass them on to the new Coordinators.
3.	PETI work until the end of the legislature
Considering that citizens will continue to exercise their right to petition the European Parliament during the recess period, 
The Coordinators decided
a) that the secretariat continues preparing the SIRs as usual, which will then be sent to the Members until 30 June;
b) that non contested items will be dealt with as proposed and contestations will be left for decision to the next PETI coordinators.
4a.	Contested recommendations
Petition 1173/2018 was declared admissible and will be followed up (the Commission will be asked for information, the petition will be forwarded to LIBE and CULT for information).
All other contested recommendations were adopted in the form proposed by the Chair.
4b.	Requests concerning B-items
- Petition 0764/2017 will be closed.
- Petition 0149/2018 will be scheduled for a debate in a future meeting.
- Petition 0383/2018 will be closed.
- Petitions 0418/2018 and 552/2018 will be closed.
- Petition 0447/2018 will be scheduled for a debate in a future meeting and forwarded to LIBE for information.
- Petition 0456/2018 will be closed.
- Petition 0520/2018 will be closed.
5. Reporting back from Steering group meeting on PETI portal
The Coordinators took note of the minutes of the Steering group that took place on 4 April 2019.
6.	Items for information
The Coordinators took note of the following items for information.
a) List 3 
List of registered petitions considered by DG Presidency as being potentially non-compliant with the provisions of the art 227 TFEU has been submitted to all Members on 25 March 2019.
List 3 concerning petitions from 1216-18 to 1220-18 and from 0148-19 to 0218-19:
1.	Matters seemingly not coming within the Union’s fields of activity
1218-18, 1219-18, 0159-19, 0168-19, 0170-19, 0172-19, 0173-19, 0177-19, 0180-19, 0181-19, 0182-19, 0183-19, 0190-19, 0195-19, 0197-19, 0198-19, 0205-19, 0206-19
2.	Lack of substantial elements enabling the identification of the Union’s fields of activity
1216-18, 1220-18, 0151-19, 0161-19, 0174-19, 0184-19, 0185-19, 0196-19, 0199-19
3.	Incoherent reasoning with an unclear link to the Union’s fields of activity
1217-18, 0157-19, 0207-19
b) reply by ENVI_petition 0154-18_food labeling
c) INTA reply_0867-18_textile production in non-EU countries
d) Reply_European Court of Justice_Petition 0839-2018
e) Reply_UK Perm Rep_Petition No 0776-2018_EU IDs as proof of age_UK
f) Reply by Mr. Vitsas, Minister on Migration_petition 0225-17
g) ENVI reply_petition 0900-16_climate change denial
h) INTA reply_Petition 0611-2018 olives from Spain
i) JURI reply_petition 1006-18_EU staff regulations vs. Czech law on supplementary pension
j-1) LIBE reply_petition 0077-18_border crossings betw Spain and Morocco
j-2) LIBE reply_petition 0077-18_mission report
k) Petitions 0277-18 and 0283-18-Reply from -Generalitat de Catalunya
l-1) Reply by French perm rep_petition 0825-18_court proceedings of rape and sexual assault
l-2) Reply by French perm rep_petition 0825-18_information ans statistics-Préfecture police Paris
m) Reply by Hungarian authorities_petition 0535-17_disabilities
n) Reply by Slovak authorities_petition 1498-16_groundwater
o) Reply by Spanish Ministry of Int'l affairs_petition 0240-2018
p) Reply of the Slovak authorities to petition 1498.16_EN
7.	AOB
There was none.

*** Voting time *** (electronic vote)
7.	Fact-finding Visit to Valledora, Piedmont, Italy (17-18.12.2018)
- adoption of a draft FFV report
The report was adopted unanimously (15-0-0).
*** End of voting ***
In the presence of the European Commission
A.	Petitions for discussion in committee on the basis of the Commission's written reply or other documents received
Environment
8.	Petition 0578/2017 by Mads Nikolajsen (Danish) on Denmark's breach of EU environmental legislation to enable expansion of aquaculture
Speakers: Kirstine Bille and Mads Nikolajsen (petitioners), Linda Nylund (Commission, DG ENV), Margrete Auken, Jarosław Wałęsa
Decision: Keep open, send a reminder to the Danish Permanent Representation, ask the Commission what happened to the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region.

Fundamental rights
9.	Petition 0585/2018 by Y. H. (Bulgarian) on methods to combat modern slavery in EU trade
Speakers: Tove Gant (EEAS)
Decision: Close.
***
Pál Csáky (Vice-Chair) took the chair at 10 :18
Internal Market
10.	Presentation of the Study on “Food Labelling for Consumers - EU Law and Policy Options (based on petitions received)”  commissioned by Policy Department C for the Committee on Petitions
by Dr. Kai Purnhagen LLM, Associate Professor, Wageningen University, Netherlands
Speakers: Kai Purnhagen (Wageningen University), Magdalena Haponiuk (Commission, DG SANTE)
Decision: N/A.
11.	Petition 0924/2018 by Paul Villain (French), on behalf of Association des Brûlés de France, on accidents caused by lack of market surveillance in the EU
Speakers: Corinne Fabre (representing the petitioner), Pinuccia Contino (Commission, DG JUST)
Decision: Keep open, ask for a written update of the reply from the Commission.
Health - Consumer’s rights
12.	Petition 0663/2018 by Francoise Côte (French), on behalf of ‘Dans l'enfer des prothèses mammaires’ on mammary prosthetics and effects on the health of women
and
Petition 0844/2018 by J.S. (British), on behalf of PIP Action Campaign, on PIP breast implants
and
Petition 1104/2018 by Marisol Vargas (Spanish) on breast implants by the company PIP and their effects on women’s health
Speakers: J. S. and Louise Smith (petitioners), Erik Hansson and Paul Piscoi (Commission, DG GROW), Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez
Decision: Keep open, ask the Commission for a written update, send to ENVI for opinion.
Education - Disability
13.	Petition 0956/2018 by Monika Mamulska (Polish) on alleged restrictions by the Polish authorities to access to education for disabled pupils
and
Petition 1186/2018 by Katarzyna Krella (Polish) on systemic solutions for therapeutic and educational care facilities for children and young people socially impaired in Poland
Speakers: Monika Mamulska and Katarzyna Krella (petitioners), Josefine Hederstroem (Commission, DG EMPL), Carlos José Iturgaiz Angulo, Marek Plura, Jarosław Wałęsa
Decision: Keep open, ask the Commission for a written update, write to the Polish authorities asking them to address the Members’ concerns.
Transport
14.	Petition 0998/2018 by Alberto Cirio (Italian) on a review of the High-Speed Turin-Lyon railway line infrastructure project
Speakers: Alberto Cirio, Wojciech Sopinski (Commission, DG MOVE)
Decision: Keep open, wait for the written reply from the Commission.
Environment
15.	Petition 0730/2018 by Salvatore Alice (Italian), on behalf of the Parco Montemarcello Magra Vara, Liguria Committee, bearing 108 signatures, on the abolition of a regional nature reserve part of the Natura 2000 network
Speakers: Alice Salvatore (petitioner), Marco Cipriani (Commission, DG ENV), Eleonora Evi
Decision: Keep open, write to the Regional Council of Liguria.
The meeting adjourned at 12:31
* * *
B.	Petitions which it is proposed to close in the light of the Commission's written reply or other documents received
The following petitions will be closed: 0226/2016, 0409/2016, 0488/2016, 0585/2016, 0586/2016, 0613/2016, 1076/2016, 1106/2016, 1415/2016, 1430/2016, 1431/2016, 1507/2016, 1517/2016, 1535/2016, 0288/2017, 0348/2017, 0469/2017, 0479/2017, 1249/2017, 0892/2017, 0470/2018, 0479/2018, 0595/2018, 0632/2018, 0669/2018, 0676/2018, 0726/2018, 0826/2018, 0845/2018, 0875/2018, 0917/2018, 0931/2018.


o O o

16.	Date and place of next meeting
•	22.07.2019 and 23.07.2019 (tbc)


Annexes:
List of petitions declared admissible since the last meeting of the Committee on Petitions on 02 April 2019.

Annex to the Chair’s Notes - petitions to be re-opened, closed or withdrawn.
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	Cecilia Wikström, Marlene Mizzi, Pál Csáky
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	Mads Nikolajsen, Kirstine Bille, Jan Spivey, Louise Smith, Corinne Fabre, Monika Mamulska, Jaume Serra, Katarzyna Krella, Alica Salvatore, Daniela Lupu
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	Louise Obenauer, Gabriele Kremer, Linda Nylund, Maria Rosa de Paolis, Efrem Garlando, Athanasios Raikos, Marco Cipriani, Julius Langendorff, Dafini Gogou, Tove Grant, Magdalena Haponiuk, Pinuccia Contino, Erik Hansson, Paul Piscoi, Josephine Hederstroem, Wojciech Sopinski, Cristina Veres, Evelyne Pichot
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	European Ombudsman
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Lucile Demelenne
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