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<Titre>on female genital mutilation</Titre>
B5‑0686/2000

Motion for a European Parliament resolution on female genital mutilation

The European Parliament,
whereas female genital mutilation:

A.
constitutes an extremely serious assault on the physical and mental health of women and girls, which cannot be justified on any cultural or religious grounds,

B. constitutes a violation of the rights of women and children, as enshrined in various international conventions and recognised as fundamental principles of the European Union as an area of security, freedom and justice,

Calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States:

1. to consider female genital mutilation as a crime against the integrity of the human person;

2. to conduct a detailed survey in order to assess the extent of this problem in the EU Member States and to promote measures aimed at the provision of information, training (of police forces, doctors, teachers, etc.) and prevention;

3. to acknowledge that the risk of being subjected to female genital mutilation constitutes a valid reason for granting asylum or humanitarian protection;

4. to make action to combat female genital mutilation a priority issue in relations with third countries by means of the human rights clause;

5. to support NGOs working to eliminate such practices in countries where they are defended on cultural and/or religious grounds.
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