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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on the covers of ordinary (tourist) passports issued by the Member States to their citizens
The European Parliament,
–
having regard to the non-existence at present of a common set of EU rules on the passports issued by the Member States to their citizens,
–
whereas the standardisation at EU level of the elements establishing that a person belongs to the common European space could be considered as falling under the common external policy,
–
having regard to Rule 120 of its Rules of Procedure,
A.
whereas the Treaty of Lisbon enshrines the concept of 'European citizen' (Article 8),
B.
whereas the identity of the European citizen belonging to the EU conceived as a common space would be more solidly established in people's minds, both for citizens of the Member States and for third-country citizens, if there were a standard European passport existing at Community level and with a standard cover, 
C.
whereas one of the Union's basic principles is that its citizens belong as equals to a common space, 
1.
Believes that the Member States should issue passports whose covers include three common elements identifying the common European space: the denomination 'European Union', the Union symbol, and the colour blue (creating a 'blue passport');
2.
Considers that identification of the passport-holder with a Member State should be a subsidiary element of the passport;
3.
Believes this proposal should apply to new passports issued by the Member States and that it should be possible to replace existing passports, for a fee and on the holder's request. 
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