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European Parliament resolution on situation in Sri Lanka
(2013/2982(RSP))
The European Parliament,
- having regard to its previous resolutions on Sri Lanka, notably those of 12 March 2009, 22 October 2009 and of 11 May 2011,

- having regard to the report of Sri Lanka's Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission published in November 2011,

 - having regard to the conventions to which Sri Lanka is a party, which require it to investigate alleged investigations of international humanitarian and human rights law and prosecute those responsible,

- having regard to the observations issued by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in August 2013 on the state of human rights in Sri Lanka, 

- having regard to the recent announcement of the Sri Lankan government to start a survey in order to determine the number of people killed during the country's 26-year civil war, 

- having regard to the report of French charity "Action against Hunger" (ACT) on the execution by government forces of 17 of its local staff in 2006 in the northern town of Muttur,

- having regard to the European Union statement of 5 December 2012 on the rule of law in Sri Lanka,

- having regard to the declaration of 18 January 2013 of High Representative Catherine Ashton on behalf of the European Union on the impeachment of former Sri Lankan Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake,

- having regard to Rule 122(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas, in May 2009, the decades-long conflict between the Sri Lankan government and the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the north of the country came to an end with the total defeat of the latter, 

B. whereas both government forces and the LTTE have been accused of war atrocities and violating humanitarian law resulting in the deaths of up to 40,000 civilians in the final months of the conflict, whereas some 6,000 cases of enforced disappearances remain unaccounted for to this day, 

C. whereas following pressure of the international community, Sri Lanka in 2009 established the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) in order to investigate these war crimes and violations of humanitarian law, 

D. whereas the LLRC published its findings in November 2011 stating it couldn't provide accountability for atrocities allegedly committed by government forces during the war, 

E. whereas so far the Sri Lankan government did not undertake any other credible investigations into allegations of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other violations throughout the conflict, whereas senior commanders allegedly responsible for targeting civilians and hospitals in the war zone have been promoted instead of investigated,  

F. whereas at a Commonwealth summit in Colombo in November 2013, participants expressed  protest over the failure of the Sri Lankan government to provide accountability for human rights abuses during the civil war,

G. whereas at the summit, Commonwealth leaders - including UK Prime Minister David Cameron - called for an international independent and UN-backed war crimes investigation to be launched should Sri Lanka not open its own inquiry by March 2014, whereas, on 11 February 2013, the UN Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights issued a highly critical report on the Sri Lankan government's failure to provide justice and accountability and again urged "an independent and credible international investigation into alleged violations of international human rights and humanitarian law,"    

H. whereas Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa, at the summit, rejected calls for an independent inquiry into alleged war crimes, whereas the Sri Lankan government on 28 November 2013 announced it was starting a survey on the civil casualties of the conflict which should be completed within six months,  

I. whereas the Tamil population in the North, since the end of the conflict, has benefitted from greater access by human rights groups and media, yet whereas inadequate steps were taken to normalize their living conditions, 

J. whereas the military presence of government forces in the North and East of the country remains considerable, leading to human rights violations including land grabbing, whereas the  government largely ignored complaints of these violations and land grabbing,
K. whereas the French charity Action against Hunger (ACT) has accused Sri Lanka's security forces of killing 17 of its local aid workers in 2006 in the northern town of Muttur and asked for an international inquiry in order for those responsible for the massacre to be punished,

L. whereas human rights violations in Sri Lanka continue and repression of basic rights deepens, such as detention without concrete charges of individuals under emergency or anti-terrorism laws, abuse and sexual harassment of women and girls, particularly in female headed households, 

M. whereas publications - including electronic media - that are critical of the government have been subject to government censorship, and some have been forced to close down, whereas the leading Tamil opposition newspaper 'Uthayan' has faced repeated physical attacks against its journalists and properties, whereas critics of the government including opposition politicians, journalists and members of civil society routinely face harassment, intimidation and threats, whereas activists who advocated for the 2012 Human Rights Council resolution were publicly denounced and threatened by government officials,   

N. whereas interference of the executive over the judiciary is growing, as highlighted by the impeachment of former Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake on corruption charges in January 2013,

1. Notes that four and a half years after the end of the civil war the government of Sri Lanka continues to have a record of serious human rights violations and has failed to this day to provide accountability for wartime abuses;

2. Deplores that the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) which was established in 2009 to investigate these war crimes and violations of humanitarian law, in its findings published in 2011 failed to call for investigations into well-documented allegations of these human rights violations and war atrocities;

 3. Calls on the Sri Lankan government to end impunity for human rights violations and to ensure independent, effective and credible investigations into these allegations of war crimes and crimes against humanity in order to bring the perpetrators to justice;

4. Warns the government of Sri Lanka that it will support the call by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and members of the international community for an independent international and UN-backed investigation into violations of humanitarian law, should the government not move and present credible and impartial findings on these crimes and violations in due time;

5. Notes that the military presence in the former war zones in the North of the country remains strong leading to human rights violations including land grabbing; urges the government to acknowledge complaints of these violations and land grabbing and put an end to these practices; 

6. Calls on the Sri Lankan government to continue its efforts to implement a National Plan of Action for the promotion and protection of human rights and strengthen cooperation between government agencies, the National Human Rights Commission and civil society in coordinating, planning and implementing of this plan; calls on the government of Sri Lanka to adopt further measures to prevent torture, including all cases of abuse or mistreatment by police and security forces;

7. Urges the government to start independent and credible investigations into the thousands of enforced and unresolved disappearances of civilians during the conflict;

8. Encourages the government to establish an effective Witness Protection Bill in order for witnesses of the crimes to receive sufficient protection;

9. Welcomes the recent announcement by Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa to start a survey on the number of civil casualties of the civil war which should be completed within six months;

10. Calls on the government of Sri Lanka to end the harassment and intimidation of human rights activists and journalists and ensure the right to free speech; calls on the government to release the many individuals who are detained under emergency and anti-terrorism laws unless they are charged with recognizable criminal offenses; 

11. Deplores the lack of cooperation on the part of the administration in investigating the alleged killing by government forces of 17 local aid workers of the French charity Action for Hunger in the northern town of Muttur in 2006; urges the authorities to do all in its power to bring those responsible for the massacre to justice;

12. Is deeply concerned about the growing interference of the executive over the judiciary, as highlighted  by the impeachment of former Chief Justice Shirani Bandaranayake on corruption charges, and the worrying lack of independence of the judiciary and calls on the authorities of Sri Lanka to re-establish judicial integrity and protect the independence of the judiciary in the country;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the governments of the member states, the Secretary General of the United Nations and the President and Government of Sri Lanka.  
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