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<TitreType>JOINT MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION</TitreType>
<TitreRecueil>pursuant to Rule 50(5) of the Rules of Procedure by</TitreRecueil>
–
<Depute>Generoso Andria and Bernd Posselt</Depute> <Commission>{PPE}on behalf of the PPE-DE Group</Commission>
–
<Depute>Manuel Medina Ortega, Rolf Linkohr, María Izquierdo Rojo and Margrietus J. van den Berg</Depute> <Commission>{PSE}on behalf of the PSE Group</Commission>
–
<Depute>Carles-Alfred Gasòliba i Böhm, Marieke Sanders-ten Holte and Isidoro Sánchez García</Depute> <Commission>{ELDR}on behalf of the ELDR Group</Commission>
replacing the motions by the following groups:

–
{PSE}PSE (B5‑0421/2002),

–
{PPE}PPE-DE (B5‑0428/2002),

–
{ELDR}ELDR (B5‑0434/2002),

<Titre>on the situation in Argentina</Titre>
European Parliament resolution on the situation in Argentina

The European Parliament,
–
having regard to its previous resolutions on Argentina,

–
having regard to its resolution of 15 November 2001 on a Global Partnership and a Common Strategy for Relations between the European Union and Latin America,

–
having regard to its resolutions on the EU-Latin America Summit (17-18 May 2002),

–
having regard to the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and especially Articles 17(1) and (2) thereof,

A.
whereas Argentina’s economy, which has been gripped by recession for the last four years, fell into crisis late last year after the government missed repayments and risks undermining the economic and social balance of the entire region,

B.
whereas in 2002 alone, the Argentine Government has already issued over 1000 decrees, including the decree on the freezing of bank deposits and the mandatory conversion thereof at an extra-market exchange rate,

C.
whereas Argentina is unlikely to be able to pull itself out of recession in the foreseeable future,

D.
whereas President Duhalde has said that the only way for the country to recover is for it to live up to international agreements and continue to seek help from international financial institutions,

E.
whereas the financial crisis has resulted in widespread social unrest, including fatal riots because of rising poverty and unemployment,

F.
concerned by reports that Argentines are suffering from malnutrition and that there is a threat of starvation across the country,

G.
recalling the friendly relations with Argentina, which are due not only to trading relations but also to strong social and cultural ties,

H.
whereas the violent incidents in Argentina that have claimed victims stem from the serious economic and social plight of the country, whose GDP shrank by 18% in the first quarter of this year, and from the fact that over 40% of the population is out of work,

1.
Profoundly regrets the current political, economic and social crisis in the Argentine Republic and calls for a swift solution of the dramatic situation;

2.
Expresses its solidarity with the families of the victims and with the people of Argentina, who have been hard hit by the economic crisis which has plunged large swathes of the population into absolute poverty;

3.
Encourages the present efforts of the Argentine authorities to complete a sound and comprehensive economic programme and acknowledges that the economy can be revived only by rebuilding the trust of citizens, including certainty as regards respect for relations between the parties;

4.
Calls on the World Bank and the IMF to dig Argentina out of its economic hole;

5.
Condemns any government measure that may undermine human rights, including the right to property that underpins modern society;

6.
Recognises that it is only by rebuilding the trust of citizens that it is possible to revive the economy and hopes that financing will be stepped up for measures of a social nature in order to ensure the restoration of internal civil harmony and respect for the right to property; asks the Commission to present an assessment of needs and of measures that may be taken, in order to send out a strong and credible message from the Union in both the international and the internal arena;

7.
Affirms the urgent need for a strong and tangible gesture from the present Argentine Government demonstrating respect for democratic institutions and the fundamental right to property of local savers and foreign investors;

8.
Calls on EU institutions to express their solidarity with the Argentine Republic by offering to cooperate in projects to generate economic recovery, above all in international economic bodies;

9.
Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the Government and Parliament of Argentina, the OAS, the World Bank and the IMF.
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