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The European Parliament,
-
having regard to its previous resolutions on the peace process in the Middle East, 

-
having regard to the declarations on the situation in the Middle East made by the Presidency of the European Union on 30 September and 1 October 2000,

-
having regard to the resolution on the protection of families and children of 28/01/1999,

1.
Expresses its profound alarm at the impact of this conflict on children and their families;

2.
Urges that any future negotiations should take into account the sufferings of civilians and in particular the need to protect the lives of children;

3.
Calls on the governments of the Member States:


-
to provide aid for orphans and injured children;


-
to enable those involved in the fighting to remove children rapidly from the front;


-
to seek to involve mothers and family representatives of both communities at some level in the peace dialogue;


-
to stimulate peace initiatives among young people so that future generations can continue efforts to find peaceful solutions to the conflict in the region;

4.
Calls on all intergovernmental organisations to continue to express their concern about the protection of children and to seek all means of resuming a peaceful dialogue in the region;

5.
Instructs its President to forward this declaration to the Council, the Commission and the other parties involved in the peace process.
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