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Prime Minister, President-in-office of the Union,
Heads of State and Government,
President of the Commission,
High Representative for the CFSP,
Ministers,

Thank you for giving your attention, as always, to the President of the European Parliament at the
opening of this latest meeting of your Council.

Of the many issues on your agenda, I should like, if you will allow me, to devote the greater part of
my speech to the situation in which the whole world has found itself since that fateful day -
11 September- when the citizens of our countries first saw the new face of a terrorism structured
along international lines.

After the unanimous show of feeling and solidarity, the public in our countries is expecting a first
assessment from you - a European assessment - of the measures that have been taken in Europe and
throughout the world, and in particular of the operations that have recently begun.

Such an assessment is called for at three levels: military, humanitarian and political, and I propose,
for my part, to concentrate on the humanitarian and the political aspects.

All the relief organisations are alerting us to the problem posed by the approach of winter in
Afghanistan. As soon as winter comes, in a few weeks’ time, it will be impossible to transport food,
blankets, tents or medicines across the mountains which make up the greater part of that country.
The teams working in the field give an estimated figure of ten million adults, children and old
people who, after three years of drought, would be faced with the threat of famine and almost
certain death. The prospect is one of humanitarian disaster - a prospect which faces us with a life-
and-death challenge.

So I have no doubt that the European Council will send a very strong message to the Afghan people
and the whole of the Arab-Muslim world.

There should be three main strands to that message:

First, the European Union, in conjunction with the UN and the United States, should undertake to
set in immediate motion everything needed, as soon as it becomes possible, to ensure, with the
collaboration of the relief agencies, that the population survives the winter, and it must do so not in
a fragmented fashion, but in a way capable of dealing with the magnitude of the problem that faces
us. The General Affairs Council of 17 October undertook to do this, and you can count on the
support of the European Parliament, which plans to ensure that large sums of money are made
available from the Community budget to help a desperate people.
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Second, the Union should state firmly its intention of being at the forefront of operations when
reconstruction of the country begins, as soon as the return of peace and freedom allows. Striking at
the roots of terrorism means neutralising the infrastructure of the Taliban regime. But this process is
not directed against the Afghan people, who are already laid low by twenty years of war.

Finally, Europe should state its intention of doing everything in its power, in collaboration with the
United States, to ensure that any continuation of military strikes does not prevent humanitarian aid
from being distributed before the inevitable coming of winter.

If this did not happen, the effort to eradicate terrorism would be in danger of failing in its purpose,
since we would be pursuing a just cause at the expense of millions of innocent victims. For this the
Western world would not be forgiven.

At a political level, the Union must be in the forefront of paving the way for a national, democratic
government of unity, as soon as the odious Taliban regime has been toppled, as it deserves to be.

The Northern Alliance seems to understand the need for this national, multiethnic union.

In some quarters there are ideas, inspired by diplomatic considerations, of including people who are
involved with the Taliban regime, described for the purpose as ‘moderates’, in this future
government of national unity. But caution must prevail.

What we must make possible, while respecting the wishes of the Afghan people themselves, is not
just the appearance of national unity, but a government which is truly capable of bringing about
lasting unity, that is to say a government which represents all the ethnic groups and which respects
universal human values, including the rights of women, values that the Taliban and those who
served it have treated with consistent contempt. The Afghan people must make their choice as soon
as possible by universal suffrage.

Also from a political point of view, I would like to add, speaking on my own behalf, that I consider
it dangerous to entertain the possibility of strikes involving any country other than Afghanistan.
And I notice that, thanks to the reservations, including European ones, that have been expressed,
this threat has not been mentioned for a number of days.

Any veiled threat against other states which could be perceived as unilateral, or worse still as a
pretext, could only breed confusion about the aim of the coalition, which would lose in strength as a
result. It could only heighten collective resentment and lead to a breakdown in the precious
international union which followed in the wake of the attacks on 11 September.

Which of us is not aware that the resentment felt against the ‘rich half’ of the world by the ‘poor
half’ could easily attach itself to false Robin Hoods, including the most criminal and hypocritical of
them?
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Taking the longer view, the growing gap in living standards between the two worlds, the world of
the North and the world of the South, cannot, with impunity, be allowed to widen in this century
which has only just begun. Apart from fundamental human instincts of universal generosity and
solidarity, we have no choice but to admit that this imbalance is the soil in which the seeds of
terrorism could grow.

In order to consolidate mutual understanding and tolerance, in this instance between the nations on
the two shores of the Mediterranean, the European Parliament has taken the initiative, in agreement
with the President of the Moroccan Parliament, Mr Abdelwahed Radi, of convening an
extraordinary meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Forum, to be held on 8 November
in Brussels.

In this context, as long as the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians continues, international
terrorism will find willing volunteers. The so-called ‘targeted’ assassinations of one side are
answered with assassinations by the other, on an ever-escalating scale. This tragic spiral can have
no end, unless it is a political one.

The European Parliament values highly the efforts to develop peace talks being made by the Union
at the moment, and I pay tribute to all those who are involved in these efforts.

Last Tuesday in Dublin, where I was making an official visit, I had the opportunity to talk with the
President of the Palestinian Authority. When I asked what Europe could most usefully do at this
time, Mr Arafat said, among other things, that he would like the EU to increase its presence on the
ground. The Council of 10 October expressed the wish that the parties could agree to an impartial
surveillance mechanism. Don’t you think that, as a first step, the European Council could envisage
increasing the number of European experts monitoring the security situation, a very small number
of whom are already present on the ground? I can tell you that that they are already seen as playing
an important moderating role.

*
*    *

The attacks of 11 September aroused horror throughout the world. But now, as you begin your
Council, the new danger of chemical or biological attacks is perceived by everyone as a looming
threat.

Our fellow citizens are expecting this Council meeting to provide an answer - an answer which,
once again, is not only national, but European - to the question everyone is asking: ‘What response
will Europe find to this new chemical or biological threat?’
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To show the hoped-for solidarity in putting in place measures to protect our people, may I suggest,
if it is not already planned, that an extraordinary joint Council of Interior Ministers and Health
Ministers should be held shortly, and that it should adopt practical, joint measures, particularly in
the areas of health care and civil defence?

At the judicial level, the European Parliament welcomes the efforts of the various Councils which
have met since the Extraordinary European Council on 21 September. I must share with you my
concern at the uncertainty hanging over some of the proposals under discussion, including the
European arrest warrant and the common definition of terrorist crimes. The Council has so far failed
to reach the necessary compromises, and I regret that. Nevertheless, I have confidence in the
Belgian Presidency, whose commitment to ensuring that the deadline of 7 December is met is
recognised by everyone. The European Union must not miss the opportunity it has been given,
under the pressure of events, to make a qualitative leap forward in the building of Europe, and this
qualitative leap is necessary.

As you know, the European Parliament for its part is making a full contribution to meeting the need
for rapid action. Our delegation has just withdrawn its reservations regarding adoption of the
directive designed to combat money-laundering. Likewise, at its latest part-session in Strasbourg,
Parliament approved, as a matter of urgency, the text freezing the financial assets of known terrorist
organisations.

*
*    *

In conclusion, I will touch briefly on two other subjects on your agenda: the imminent arrival of the
euro and the future reform of the Union.

As far as the euro is concerned, Parliament would like to draw your attention to two outstanding
concerns.

The first relates to the proposal for a regulation on cross-border transfers, presented by the
Commission.

Parliament will deliver its opinion at its November part-session in Strasbourg. Without prejudging
the vote, the work of the committees to whom the proposal was referred seems to suggest that this
proposal will be approved without any major amendments. And Parliament would like this
regulation to come into force by 1 January 2002.

So it would be extremely damaging if the Council itself did not succeed in withdrawing the
objections to the proposal raised by some Member States, including those relating to the still
massively widespread practice of payment by cheque, and the fact that cheques are at the moment
free. A recent Commission survey showed that the average charge for a cross-border bank transfer
of 100 euro had recently risen again, to 24 euro, which is intolerably high.
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Parliament is well aware that these States fear that adoption of the regulation will offer a new
opportunity for the banks to impose an unpopular change - a fee for using cheques. but it is difficult
to see how national exceptions based on free cheques and, in exchange, non-payment on current
accounts could last long in the face of competition between banks, which can only grow.

The second concern I would like to bring to your attention is connected with the difficult period of
the general changeover to the euro, in the first days of January. Despite efforts to prepare and
inform the public made by all the Member States in the euro zone, there will inevitably be some
hiccups. These could grow into something politically devastating if they are not accompanied by a
strong, positive message from the Member State governments.

I would express the hope, therefore, that we do not give troublemakers and prophets of doom the
opportunity to exploit them. We do not say enough, in any of the Member States, about the
advantages the euro has already brought - stability in intra-Community competition - and what it is
doing at this very moment to help us face together, and more effectively, the impact of the new
world crisis.

*
*    *

On the forthcoming reform of the Union and with a view to the Laeken declaration, the European
Parliament notes with satisfaction the support given by the Council of Ministers to the formula of a
Convention to prepare for the Intergovernmental Conference, the option which Parliament itself had
called for.

I would like to draw your attention to three essential points which are of concern to us with regard
to the practical arrangements for the Convention, and its composition, which I believe will be
decided on at your meeting. Pending formal proposals from Parliament, which will deliver its
opinion in November, I would like to stress these three key points on the subject of which Mr
Napolitano, chairman of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, has already written to Mr Michel,
President-in-office of the Council.

We think, as does COSAC, that it is preferable to seek consensus on a coherent proposal, which
does not, however, preclude the possibility of presenting minority alternatives on certain points.
Failing this, the Convention would turn into an academic forum and be rendered useless. The future
of the Union is a matter of concern to all our fellow citizens. The experience of Nice has shown that
they wish to have clear proposals presented to them.

The European Parliament also wants appropriate, that is to say well-proportioned, representation in
the future Convention. Furthermore, it is of course ready - in fact it did this successfully at the
previous Convention - to provide all the logistical support needed for the work of the Convention to
be highly successful and also to provide the Council with the intellectual resources it has available
in order to run, together with the Council and the Commission, the Convention secretariat.
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It seems to me to be of the greatest importance, as we prepare for new accessions, to ensure the
success of a Convention which, as we all know, will be doing the preparatory work for an
Intergovernmental Conference which cannot be allowed to fail.

On the subject of enlargement, may I tell you how impressed I have been, since 11 September, by
the cohesion between the EU and the applicant countries. The Troika, which has spared no efforts
on the international scene, speaks for the Fifteen, but also for the Twelve. This is the Europe of
tomorrow. So let us make the most of this chance and, in order to do so, let us keep in mind at every
stage of the negotiations, which may sometimes be difficult, the essential issues that are at stake.

___________________


