
Graphics Guide

Basic Rules



Introduction The European Parliament Graphics Guide defines the features
of its visual identity, logo and signature and sets out the
standard rules under which their use is permitted.

It helps to create an image of Parliament and reinforce its
recognition among the general public, its Members and
staff and in the Member States and other EU Institutions.

It is an indispensable tool, the essential guidance, for anyone
who needs to use Parliament’s visual identity and must there-
fore comply with the rules governing the original design.

It guarantees the logo’s stability by protecting its identity
against abuse and preserves the rights of its designers.



1.1 Basic rules The logo consists of three elements:
the pictogram (stylised symbol of the Chamber),
the flag and the signature.
The first two elements must on no account be separated.
The signature is available in three typographical versions:
horizontal (H), vertical (V) and single-language (S).



1.2 Colour codes

Black/white version – positive or negative

 K 100% White

Pantone single colour version – positive or negative

 PMS Reflex PMS Reflex White
 Blue C Blue C 55%

Pantone three-colour version – positive or negative

 PMS Reflex PMS 431 C PMS 115 C
 Blue C

Four-colour version – positive or negative

 C 100% K 55% Y 100 % 
 M 80%



1.3 Required space allowance The required space allowance is the area around the logo,
which must be kept clear of any other graphics or type
(except for a solid colour background).

This obligatory required space allowance is defined by a
dotted line which is visible in the versions of the logo.*

* This dotted line is not part of the logo
and must be masked before printing.



2.1 Horizontal version The horizontal version is the preferred version for 
administrative uses (such as letter headings, business 
cards etc) and for use in signs.

The minimum size for this version is 90 mm
(width of the required space allowance).

90 mm



2.2 Vertical version The vertical version is the preferred version for the signature
on publications, posters, leaflets, promotional material, etc.

60 mm

The minimum size
for this version is
60 mm (width of
the required space
allowance).



2.3 Single-language version The single-language version is present in all the languages.
This version is to be used only if the other versions are
impracticable for reasons such as lack of space or desire to
communicate in one language only.

8 mm

5 mm

The minimum size for this version is shown below
(width of flag 8mm).

However, for certain particular
applications, a size of less than
5 mm will be tolerated.



2.4 Incorrect use of the logo The logo may not be altered or
changed in any circumstances.
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4.2 Rules for using colours The version of the logo to be used will depend on
the background colour. The main criterion should
always be legibility.
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always be legibility.



4.2 Rules for using colours If the logo is used against a background of a colour or black
and white photograph, only the negative version on a reflex
blue background should be used.



4.2 Rules for using colours If the logo is used against a background of a colour or black
and white photograph, only the negative version on a reflex
blue background should be used.



5.1 Typography
for printed documents

The recommended typeface for printed documents
(brochures, posters, leaflets etc) is Myriad Pro.

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
1234567890
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Regular

Italic

Bold

Bold Italic



The European Parliament logo is intended for use on Parliament’s
own documents, or documents distributed with its agreement. It
can also be used on any other document relating to or devoted to
the European Parliament, subject to compliance with the Graphics
Guide. However, the European Parliament reserves the right to
prohibit the use of its logo in cases where such use would prejudice
its interests or be inappropriate.

If the European Parliament does not object to the use of its logo,
this does not mean that it has agreed to such use and does not
imply any support or sponsorship by Parliament.

Any use of the logo that does not comply with the Graphics Guide
is prohibited. Any use of the logo that is directly or indirectly for
commercial or advertising purposes, or in connection with political,
philosophical, religious, racist or xenophobic views, which incites
violence or is contrary to public order and decency, is also prohibited.

Any request to use the logo in a context other than the functioning 
of Parliament must be sent in advance to the Directorate-General for 
Communication, General Coordination Unit (GCU).

The European Parliament’s logo is a protected original design. All
rights are reserved. It may not be registered as a trademark or for
any other purpose. The use of the logo by third parties, even with
Parliament’s consent, does not confer any rights over the logo.

Similarly, any special use not covered by the Graphics Guide must
be submitted for approval to GCU.
If necessary, the GCU will propose a graphic solution within a 
reasonable time, to be agreed with the requester.

ivip@europarl.europa.eu




