
COMM/DG/AWD/2015/627 (COMM/IO-GB LON/DCO/2015/3)

January 2014

COMM/I COMM/IO-GB_LON/DCO/2015/3O -GB_LON/DCO/2015/3

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL for COMMUNICATION

DIRECTORATE for INFORMATION OFFICES

SPECIFICATIONS

INVITATION TO TENDER

Open procedure

Provision of television and radio services on the European Parliament for
British broadcasters

Contract reference: COMM/DG/AWD/2015/627



COMM/DG/AWD/2015/627 (COMM/IO-GB LON/DCO/2015/3)

2/15

1. INTRODUCTION

These specifications are an integral part of the documents drawn up for the invitation to tender
for the contract referred to. The documents relating to the invitation to tender comprise:

- a letter of invitation to tender;

- conditions for submitting a tender ;

- specifications and the annexes thereto;

- and a model contract and the annexes thereto.

These specifications are supplemented by the following annexes, which are an integral part
thereof:

Annex I: Declaration on the tenderer's honour concerning the exclusion criteria and
absence of conflict of interest

Annex II: Financial identification form - supplier

Annex III: Information sheet concerning consortiums of economic operators

Annex IV: Declaration concerning subcontractors

Annex V: Financial data sheet

Annex VI: Label to be affixed to the outer and inner envelopes when a tender is sent

Annex VII: Budget sheet (price list)

Annex VIII: Map of the European Parliament buildings in Brussels

Annex IX:    Map of the European Parliament buildings in Strasbourg

Annex X:      Information about EMAS
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PART I – GENERAL INFORMATION

2. SUBJECT OF THE CONTRACT

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the
general budget of the European Union, the European Parliament has decided to issue this
invitation to tender for provision of television and radio services on the European
Parliament for British broadcasters.

In connection with this invitation to tender, Contract Notice no 318734 has been published in
the Official Journal of the European Union 2015/S 176 on 11/09/2015.

3. DESCRIPTION, PURPOSE AND ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE CONTRACT

3.1 Introduction

Since July 2008, the European Parliament has been operating two framework contracts for
radio and television coverage of its activities in Brussels and Strasbourg for UK broadcasters.
Due to recent liquidation of the contractor the Parliament launches an open procedure aiming
to award a new contract due to start on 1 January 2016 and shall run for a period of 12
months, ending 31 December 2016.

Performance of the contract shall not start until the contract is signed.

The total maximum value of the contract excluding VAT is EUR 320 000. The UK office
expects an average of 35 TV pieces and 77 radio pieces per month, depending on the demand.

3.2 Object of the contract

The object of the contract is to increase the frequency of appearance of UK and other MEPs
on British television news, regional and local radio, and online media.

This is achieved by researching the priorities and interests of UK news editors and political
correspondents in respect of the activities of the European Parliament, and making available
to them relevant broadcast material of the highest professional standard whilst at all times
respecting the editorial independence of news editors and political correspondents. Suitable
regional and political balance must also be maintained.

The European Parliament Information Office in the United Kingdom (hereinafter "the UK
Office") will manage the contract, provide the contractor with ongoing updates on the
activities and priorities of the European Parliament, receive activity reports, and review
impact of the service.

3.3 Subject of the contract

Under the contract, the European Parliament will purchase audio-visual services for the
production of broadcast-quality TV and radio material concerning topics of relevance to the
European Union and the activities of the European Parliament and consistent with UK news
editors' priorities and interests. Material of equivalent quality may also be produced for new
or online media.
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Coverage is required for all sessions in Strasbourg; all Brussels sessions; and all committee
weeks. Occasional coverage of UK activities may be required.

3.4 Tasks and Deliverables

The Contractor will:

Prior to production:
● research the priorities and interests of UK news editors and political correspondents;
● liaise with the UK Office's Press Officer in London and with Parliament's press

services in Brussels and in Strasbourg;
● liaise with press officers in all of the European Parliament's political groups;
● agree with the UK Office a schedule of service for the next production week based on

the activities of the European Parliament, and also providing for last-minute
developments or suggestions.

Production:
● attend Parliament sessions in Strasbourg, and Parliament sessions and committee

weeks in Brussels (see 3.5 below);
● conduct TV and radio interviews, radio atmos and produce supporting footage and/or

edit ready-to-broadcast radio and television packages, which reflect the priorities and
interests of editors and political correspondents, as identified in pre-production
research;

Promotion:
● develop appropriate contacts with all UK broadcasting organisations, including

regional, local and independent television and radio news editors and new and online
media, with the purpose of:

o Informing broadcasters of the agenda in the Parliament and its committees for
the forthcoming weeks and months with a view to enabling short-term and
long-term planning;

o Promoting the television and radio service and footage and recordings on offer
to broadcasters;

o Suggesting packages or interviews that may be of interest to broadcasters;
● design a promotion strategy with a view to ensuring that a least one third of the total

number of packages produced are effectively broadcast in each invoicing period. The
strategy will be reviewed and adjusted as necessary at contract management meetings
with the UK Office.

Delivery of products:
● supply in a timely manner the interviews, footage and/or television and radio packages

to broadcasters in appropriate quality for broadcast, the internet or for new media;
● maintain throughout the life of the contract a permanent archive of all production

footage and radio packages produced, including all original shootings, recordings and
corresponding metadata.

o The Contractor will be given guidelines by the European Parliament regarding
the summary of content and metadata required, and will abide by these
guidelines.

o An online inventory of the archive will be made available to users designated
by the UK Office.

o The frequency, extent, format and all relevant technical details of the archive
will be agreed between the Contractor, the European Parliament's AudioVisual
Unit and the UK Office.
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● provide on request the European Parliament's relevant departments with production
material in appropriate format for broadcast, online media or new media.

Contractors are not normally required to provide cover during the following periods:
● the monthly 'Political Group' week preceding plenary sessions;
● parliamentary recess: fortnight at Christmas, week at Easter, constituency weeks and

the summer holiday period.

The calendar of the European Parliament's sessions and committee weeks is available online,
e.g. for 2015: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/general/cal2015.pdf

The content of the technical tender must be as comprehensive as possible in terms of the
requirements set out in the above mentioned points. A detailed description of the proposed
contract implementation must be submitted, structured in such a way as to reflect the
requirements of these specifications.

3.5 Core Team

The selected contractor will provide at least one senior journalists forming part of the core
team to front the operation. The profile of the senior journalist is defined in the selection
criteria - please see section 13 below.

The contractor will have at least one senior reporter available on-site at the European
Parliament,

● in Brussels during each committee week and each plenary session;
● in Strasbourg during each plenary week.

Please refer to the European Parliament's online calendar for the schedule of committee and
plenary meetings, and the corresponding number of days in each place of work.

The Contractor will ensure continuity of contractual services, including suitable back-up
arrangements in the event of personal circumstances (e.g. health) impeding the work of a
member of the core team.

Ancillary technical and support staff will be provided by the Contractor as necessary and will
be adequately supervised and managed by a senior journalist. The Contractor will describe in
the offer the structure of its proposed core and support teams.

3.6 Core Team Performance Review

Within six weeks of the signature of the contract, the Contractor and the UK Office will
conduct a joint review of the performance of the core team in accordance with the profiles of
the Selection Criteria. Should the review conclude that the performance is not satisfactory,
appropriate remedies will be agreed. Such remedies may include the selection by the
Contractor of a new core team, subject to final approval by the Head of the UK Office.

3.7 Intellectual property and Copyright

Any results, works or rights thereto, including copyright and other intellectual or industrial
property rights, obtained in performance of the contract shall belong exclusively to the
European Parliament, which may use or assign them as it sees fit, without geographical or
other limitation, except where rights exist prior to the conclusion of the contract.
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Compliance with legislation on copyright and more generally on intellectual property is of
crucial importance for the European Institutions. During performance of the required services,
the contractor shall ensure that intellectual property rights and copyright are observed
pursuant to the General Conditions (Article II.9)

3.8 Reports and Contract management

3.8.1 Reports

The Contractor will on a monthly basis provide the UK Office with detailed report on all
services carried out under the contract:
- details of interviews, footage, recordings, atmos and packages prepared (description of

topic, name of any MEPs interviewed, length, format);
- details of interviews and packages supplied and corresponding broadcasters;
- details of interviews and packages broadcast (broadcaster, date and length), including

repeat broadcasts.

The reports will be designed:
- to document the amount of production services performed, and the take-up of the service

in the corresponding period;
- to document the activities conducted to promote the service across the country and

relevant media;
- to provide adequate supporting material enabling the UK Office to clear the Contractor's

monthly invoices.

Reporting is a core element in this tender and the requirements set out above are the minimum
expected of the selected contractor.  Tenders are therefore requested to set out their proposals
for comprehensive reporting methods.

3.8.2 Contract management meetings

The Contractor will regularly take part, at no cost to the European Parliament, in a contract
management meeting with the UK Office to discuss the impact of, and decide on
improvements to, the services provided. Management meetings will be held in Brussels,
Strasbourg or London at the discretion of the UK Office.

3.9 Place of performance

The contract shall be carried out by the core team in Brussels and Strasbourg. Occasionally,
and no more than five times in the duration of the contract, the contractor may be required to
carry out the services in the UK. The tender should specify where production, promotion,
administrative and any ancillary services are carried out.

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE TENDER PROCEDURE

Participation in this invitation-to-tender procedure is open on the same terms to all natural or
legal persons and public entities in a European Union Member State and to all natural and
legal persons and public entities of a third country which has concluded a specific public-



COMM/DG/AWD/2015/627 (COMM/IO-GB LON/DCO/2015/3)

7/15

procurement agreement with the European Union giving them access to the contract which is
the subject of this invitation to tender and on the terms laid down by that agreement.

In order to ascertain the eligibility of tenderers, they must indicate in their tenders the country
in which they have their registered office or in which they are domiciled. They must also
submit the evidence required under their national law or other, equivalent proof enabling the
European Parliament to check where they come from.

5. CONSORTIUMS OF ECONOMIC OPERATORS

If the tender is submitted by a consortium of economic operators, Annex V must be
completed and included with it.

Consortiums of economic operators may submit a tender. The European Parliament reserves
the right to require the consortium selected to have a given legal form if this is necessary for
the proper performance of the contract. This requirement may be communicated by the
European Parliament at any time during the contract award procedure, but at all events before
the contract is signed.

The consortium of economic operators shall provide proof of its legal form by the time the
contract - if awarded to it - is signed. This may take one of the following forms:

- an entity with legal personality recognised by a Member State;

- an entity without legal personality but offering sufficient protection of the European
Parliament's contractual interests (depending on the Member State concerned, this may
be, for example, a consortium or a temporary partnership);

- the signature by all the partners of a type of ‘power of attorney’ or equivalent document
confirming a form of cooperation.

The consortium’s actual status shall be established by any document or agreement signed by
the members of the consortium, which shall be appended to the tender.

Those documents or agreements may exceptionally be modified and/or submitted after the
time limit for submission of a tender, but under no circumstances after the outcome of the
invitation to tender has been communicated to the tenderers concerned. The European
Parliament reserves the right to reject a tender if the terms of agreements between the
members of a consortium are modified during the procedure, if those terms make no provision
for the joint and several liability of the consortium's members or if no agreement with legal
force has been submitted with the tender.

The European Parliament may accept other legal forms not referred to above, provided that
they ensure the parties' joint and several liability and are compatible with performance of the
contract. At all events, it should be noted that, in the contract to be signed with the
consortium, the European Parliament will refer expressly to the existence of such joint and
several liability. In addition, it reserves the right to require, contractually, the appointment of
an authorised representative who may represent the members and who is empowered, inter
alia, to issue invoices on behalf of the other members.

Tenders from consortiums of economic operators must specify the role, qualifications and
experience of each of the members of the consortium. The tender shall be submitted jointly by
the economic operators, who shall also assume joint and several liability for the tender
submission.
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In the case of a consortium of economic operators, each member shall furnish proof of right of
access to the contract (eligibility), as well as proof concerning compliance with the exclusion
and selection criteria. With regard to the selection criteria, the European Parliament may rely
on the capacity of the other members of the consortium in order to establish whether the
tenderer will have the resources needed to perform the contract. In this case an undertaking
shall be required from those members stating that they will make available to the other
members the resources needed to perform the contract.

6. SUBCONTRACTING

Subcontracting is permitted.

If the tenderer uses subcontractors, Annex IV must be completed and included with the
tender.

The tender shall give details, as far as possible, of that part of the contract which the tenderer
proposes to subcontract and the identity of the subcontractors. During the contract award
procedure or performance of the contract the European Parliament reserves the right to require
tenderers to supply information about the financial, economic, technical and professional
capacity of the proposed subcontractor(s). Likewise, the European Parliament may demand
the requisite proof to establish whether the subcontractors comply with the requisite exclusion
criteria. Tenderers are hereby informed that proposed subcontractors may not be in one of the
situations described in Articles 106, 107 and 109 of the Financial Regulation, which entail
exclusion from participation in a contract issued by the European Union.

The European Parliament is entitled to reject any subcontractor who does not comply with the
exclusion and/or selection criteria (see points 13 and 14 respectively).

Furthermore, the European Parliament must be informed by the Contractor of any subsequent
use of subcontracting not provided for in the tender. The authorising officer responsible
reserves the right to accept or reject the proposed subcontractor. In order to do so he may
demand the requisite proof to establish whether the subcontractor(s) complies/comply with
the requisite criteria. The European Parliament’s authorisation will always be granted in
writing.

If the contract is awarded to a tenderer who proposes a subcontractor in his tender, this
equates to giving consent for the subcontracting.

7. VARIANTS

Variants are not permitted.

8. PRICES

Prices shall be firm and not open to revision.

Pursuant to Article 3 of the Protocol on the privileges and immunities of the European Union,
the price quotation shall be submitted excluding VAT and other equivalent indirect taxes.

The price quoted must be all-inclusive and expressed in euros, including for countries which
are not part of the euro zone. For tenderers in those countries, the amount of the tender may
not be revised in line with exchange rate movements. It is for the tenderer to select an
exchange rate and accept the risks or the benefits deriving from any variation.
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9. FINANCIAL GUARANTEES

Not applicable.

10. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS

The European Parliament's environmental policy

Tenderers shall undertake to comply with the environmental legislation in force in the field of
the contract, should it be awarded to them. It should be noted in this connection that the
European Parliament applies the EMAS environmental management system in accordance
with Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25
November 2009. Information about EMAS is provided by the authorising department in
Annex X to these specifications. The successful tenderer will be required to ensure that the
information provided by the European Parliament on the EMAS programme in general, and
more specifically on the implementation of environmental measures in practice, is known by
all his staff working for the European Parliament. At the European Parliament's request the
successful tenderer may be required to certify that anyone assigned to work under the contract
has received the appropriate professional training required (technical, safety and
environmental training) concerning compliance with safety rules and correct handling of the
equipment and products to be used, including action to be taken in the event of incorrect
handling or any other incidents.

11. POLICY ON THE PROMOTION OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Tenderers shall undertake to observe a policy on the promotion of equality and diversity in the
performance of the contract, should it be awarded to them, by applying the principles of non-
discrimination and equality set out in the Community Treaties in full and in their entirety.
More particularly, the tenderer awarded the contract shall undertake to establish, maintain and
promote an open and inclusive working environment which respects human dignity and the
principles of equal opportunities, based on three main elements:

- equality between men and women;

- employment and integration of disabled persons;

- the removal of all obstacles to recruitment and all potential discrimination based on sex,
race or ethnic origin, religion or convictions, disability, age or sexual orientation.

12. PERFORMANCE OF FRAMEWORK CONTRACTS

Not applicable.
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PART II – EXCLUSION, SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA

13. EXCLUSION CRITERIA

Article 106 of the Financial Regulation

1. Candidates or tenderers shall be excluded from participation in procurement procedures if:

a) they are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the
courts, have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business
activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any
analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national
legislation or regulations;

b) they or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them
have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a
judgment of a competent authority of a Member State which has the force of res
judicata;

c) they have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which
the contracting authority can justify including by decisions of the EIB and
international organisations;

d) they are not in compliance with their obligations relating to the payment of social
security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions
of the country in which they are established or with those of the country of the
contracting authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed;

e) they or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them
have been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud,
corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering or any other
illegal activity, where such illegal activity is detrimental to the Union’s financial
interests;

f) they are subject to an administrative penalty referred to in Article 109(1).

Points (a) to (d) of the first subparagraph shall not apply in the case of the purchase of
supplies on particularly advantageous terms from a supplier which is definitively winding
up its business activities or from the receivers or liquidators of a bankruptcy, through an
arrangement with creditors, or through a similar procedure under national law.

Points (b) and (e) of the first subparagraph shall not apply where the candidates or
tenderers can demonstrate that adequate measures have been adopted against the persons
having powers of representation, decision making or control over them, who are subject to
a judgment as referred to in points (b) or (e) of the first subparagraph.

Article 107 of the Financial Regulation

2. A contract shall not be awarded to candidates or tenderers who, during the procurement
procedure for that contract:

a) are subject to a conflict of interests1;

1 Tenderers must declare that they do not have any conflict of interest in connection with the contract
(economic interests, political or national affinities, family or emotional ties, or any other relevant connection
or shared interest).
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b) are guilty of misrepresenting the information required by the contracting authority as a
condition of participation in the procurement procedure or fail to supply that
information;

c) find themselves in one of the situations of exclusion, referred to in Article 106(1), for
the procurement procedure.

Evaluation of the exclusion criteria

1. Tenderers shall furnish the following documentary evidence:

- a recent extract from the judicial record or, failing that, a recent equivalent document
issued by a judicial or administrative authority in the country of origin or provenance
showing that the tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded is not in one of the
situations referred to in Article 106(1)(a), (b) or (e) of the Financial Regulation; for the
instances referred to in Article 106(1)(b) and (e), the same shall apply to persons
having powers of representation, decision making or control over the tenderer;

- a recent certificate issued by the competent authority of the State concerned proving
that the tenderer is not in the situation referred to in Article 106((1)(d) of the Financial
Regulation.

- where the documents or certificates referred to above are not issued in the country
concerned, and in respect of the other exclusion situations referred to in Article 106 of
the Financial Regulation, they may be replaced by a sworn or, failing that, a solemn
statement made by the interested party before a judicial or administrative authority, a
notary or a qualified professional body in his country of origin or provenance;

- an attestation on the tenderer's honour, duly dated and signed, in which he declares
that he is not in one of the situations referred to in Articles 106 and 107 of the
Financial Regulation; the requisite model declaration on the tenderer's honour is
appended to these specifications.

2. Tenderers shall be exempt from the requirement to submit the documentary evidence
referred to in paragraph 1 if that evidence has already been submitted for the purposes of
another European Parliament procurement procedure and provided that the documents in
question were not issued more than one year previously and are still valid. In such cases,
tenderers shall attest on their honour that the supporting documents have already been
provided in a previous procurement procedure, which they shall identify, and that no
changes in their situation have occurred.

14. SELECTION CRITERIA

Any tenderer must furnish proof of his authorisation to perform the contract under his national
law. To do so, he shall submit one or more supporting documents substantiating that
authorisation. The European Parliament accepts, as supporting documents, registration in the
business or professional registry, a sworn statement or certificate substantiating membership
of a specific organisation or registration in the VAT registry. If none of these documents
provides the requisite proof to substantiate and assess the existence of such authorisation, the
European Parliament may accept other equivalent official documents furnished by the
tenderer.

In the case of consortiums of economic operators, each member will furnish proof of
authorisation to perform the contract.

Proof of status and legal capacity
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As proof of their status and legal capacity, tenderer must append to their tenders a copy of
their articles of association or equivalent document enabling the European Parliament to
determine their form and legal capacity to perform the contract. Should the proof submitted
not be sufficient for that purpose, the European Parliament may demand other proof during
the tender assessment process. Where no such proof is submitted, the European Parliament
reserves the right to deem the tender inadmissible.

Where tenders are submitted by natural persons, the proof required must include a copy of an
identity document and any other document allowing assessment of the persons' legal capacity
to perform the contract (registration in the VAT registry, in the business or professional
registry, etc.)

14.1. Financial and economic capacity

Tenderers shall have sufficient economic and financial resources to enable them to perform
the contract in compliance with the contractual provisions, given the value and scope thereof.
If, on the basis of the information supplied by the tenderer, the European Parliament has
doubts about a tenderer's financial resources, or if these are insufficient for performance of the
contract, the tender may be rejected without the tenderer being entitled to claim any financial
compensation.

In respect of the contract which is the subject of this invitation to tender, the European
Parliament furthermore requires tenderers to have a minimum financial and economic
capacity, which will be assessed on the basis of the following information:

- minimum turnover of EUR 320,000

Financial and economic capacity will be assessed on the basis of the information included in
the following documents, to be supplied by tenderers:

- income declaration for at least the two most recent financial years; for tenderers who are
natural persons, gross income will be deemed to represent turnover;

- financial statements (balance sheets, profit and loss accounts and any other related
financial information) for at most the last three years for which accounts have been
closed;

- a statement of overall turnover and turnover relating to the works, supplies or services
associated with the field covered by the contract during a period which may be no more
than the last three financial years.

If the tenderer is unable to provide the references requested, he may prove his economic and
financial capacity by any other means which the European Parliament considers appropriate.

The tenderer may also rely on the capacity of other entities, irrespective of the legal nature of
the links between him and those entities. In that case, he must prove to the European
Parliament that he will have the resources needed to perform the contract, for instance by
providing an assurance of the undertaking by those entities to make them available to him. In
that case the European Parliament is entitled to refuse the application or the tender submitted
if it has doubts about the undertaking by the third party or about that party’s financial
capacity. Parliament may require the tenderer and those other entities to be jointly liable for
performance of the contract.

On the same basis, a consortium of economic operators may rely on the capacity of members
of the consortium or of other entities.
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Tenderers may also rely on the economic capacities of one or more subcontractors in so far as
they undertake to take part in the process of performing the contract. In such instances, the
European Parliament will assess the capacities of the subcontractor(s) in the light of the extent
to which the latter is/are involved in performing the contract.

14.2. Technical and professional capacity

Tenderers must have sufficient technical and professional capacity to enable them to perform
the contract in compliance with the contractual provisions, taking into account its value and
scale. If, in the light of the information supplied by the tenderer, the European Parliament has
doubts about a tenderer's technical and professional capacity, or if it is clearly insufficient for
performance of the contract, the tender may be rejected without the tenderer being able to
claim any financial compensation.

In respect of the contract which is the subject of this invitation to tender the European
Parliament requires tenderers to have the following technical and professional capacity:

- at least three years' experience in working with broadcasting organisations in the United
Kingdom;

- adequate equipment and infrastructure to deliver all components of the service, including
promotional, research, production and archiving services;

- the tender must be able to respond, if necessary, to a request for broadcast material
produced in regional languages that enjoy official status in parts of the United Kingdom;

- the senior journalist(s) must have the following minimum profile:

o a minimum of 2 years experience of television and radio broadcasting to UK
audiences;

o a documented record of reporting on European affairs;

o proven experience of working in an audio-visual environment for an
international organisation;

o a professional record demonstrating expert knowledge on UK institutions, UK
politics, and UK perceptions of European issues;

o a professional record demonstrating expert knowledge on political and social
issues in the UK's regions;

o English as his or her first language.

The technical and professional capacity of the tenderer will be substantiated by all of the
following documents:

a) the educational and professional qualifications (CVs) of the service provider, in
particular, those of the person or persons responsible for providing the services i.e. of
the senior journalist (this may be substantiated by signed references or certificates,
bibliographies or copies of articles or publications, and lists or copies of audio or
video programmes, authored by the senior journalist);

b) a list of the principal services provided by the tenderer in the past three years, with the
sums, dates and recipients, public or private; the name and contact details of the
client's representative should be provided who may be contacted by the evaluation
committee; and an indication whether these concerned the provision of services in the
regional languages which enjoy official status in parts of the UK;
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c) a description of the technical equipment to be employed to perform the contract, and
an indication of the number and qualifications of the technicians or the technical
service providers involved, whether or not belonging directly to the tenderer;

d) a description of the tenderer's facilities used for research, promotion and archiving
services;

e) a statement of the average annual manpower and the number of managerial staff of the
tenderer in the last three years;

f) a description of the tenderer's capabilities, whether in-house or through
subcontracting, to produce if required broadcast material in the regional languages
which enjoy official status in parts of the UK.

The tenderer or candidate may also rely on the capacity of other entities, irrespective of the
legal nature of the links between himself and those entities. In that case, he must prove to the
European Parliament that he will have the resources needed to perform the contract, for
instance by providing an assurance of the undertaking by those entities to make them
available to him. In that case the European Parliament is entitled to refuse the application or
the tender submitted if it has doubts about the undertaking by the third party or about that
party’s professional and/or technical capacity.

At all events, tenderers may always rely on the economic capacities of one or more
subcontractors in so far as they undertake to take part in the process of performing the
contract. In such instances, the European Parliament will assess the capacities of the
subcontractor(s) in the light of the extent to which the latter is/are involved in performing the
contract.

If it establishes that a tenderer faces a conflict of interest which could affect the performance
of the contract, the European Parliament may conclude that the tenderer is not of the calibre
required to perform the contract.

15. AWARD CRITERIA

The contract will be awarded to the tender offering the best value for money2.

Tenders will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria:

- Price;
All inclusive net price as indicated in Annex VII of the Specifications [Budget sheet
(price list)]

- Qualitative Criteria:
Criterion 1: Pre-production
This criterion is used to assess the tenderer's understanding of the news cycle in the
European Parliament, and its methodology in respect of research and news gathering
activities, in step with priorities and interests of UK news editors;

Criterion 2: Production
This criterion is used to assess the quality and coherence of the tenderer's technical
proposal in respect of all operational matters, including timely delivery to newsrooms
across the UK.

2 Price/quality ratio of tender.
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Criterion 3: Promotion
The evaluation will review how the tenderer proposes to form, maintain, develop and
activate a network of broadcasting and new media organisations, and assess the
probable density of this network.

Criterion 4: Reporting
This criterion is used to assess the tenderer's methodology in respect of administrative
reporting requirements, specifically: costs, regional balance, political balance, and
broadcast targets.

Criterion 5: Understanding of the objectives of the contract and the assignments to be
carried out
This criterion serves to assess whether the tenderer has understood the specific nature
of the services to be provided, both in terms of content and in terms of audience.

The weighting given to the different criteria is as follows:

- Qualitative criterion 1: maximum 25 points

- Qualitative criterion 2: maximum 25 points

- Qualitative criterion 3: maximum 25 points

- Qualitative criterion 4: maximum 15 points

- Qualitative criterion 5: maximum 10 points

To be selected for the next price evaluation stage, tenders will be required to obtain:

- at least 15 points for criterion 1

- at least 15 points for criterion 2

- at least 15 points for criterion 3

- at least 9 points for criterion 4

- at least 6 points for criterion 5.

and to obtain at least 60 points for criteria 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 combined.

Price criterion:

The price will be divided by the number of points obtained during the evaluation of the
qualitative criteria. the tender ranked first will be the one obtaining the lowest quotient.


