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1. INTRODUCTION

These specifications are an integral part of the documents drawn up for the invitation to tender
for the contract referred to. The documents relating to the invitation to tender comprise:

- a letter of invitation to tender;

- conditions for submitting a tender ;

- specifications and the annexes thereto;

- and a model framework contract.

These specifications are supplemented by the following annexes, which are an integral part
thereof:

Annex I: Terms of Reference (Technical specifications)

Annex II: Tender submission form including declaration on the tenderer's honour
concerning the exclusion criteria and absence of conflict of interest

Annex III: Information sheet concerning consortiums of economic operators

Annex IV: Declaration concerning subcontractors

Annex V: Financial data sheet

Annex VI: Price List Form

Annex VII: Financial Identification Form

Annex VIII: Template Order Form

Annex IX: Europass CV Template and Instructions for filling in the CV

Annex X: General drafting and layout rules

Annex XI: The European Parliament's environmental policy

Annex XII: Label to be affixed to the outer and inner envelopes when a tender is sent
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PART I – GENERAL INFORMATION

2. SUBJECT OF THE CONTRACT

In accordance with the provisions of Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of
25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the European
Union, the European Parliament has decided to issue this invitation to tender for a Multiple
Framework Contract in twelve (12) lots for the provision of external expertise in the field of
Ex-Post Impact Assessment and Evaluation. This includes appraising the impact and
effectiveness in practice of EU law and policies, programmes and international agreements at
European and Member-State levels.

In connection with this invitation to tender, Contract Notice EPRS/IMPT/SER/14/013 has
been published in the Official Journal of the European Union 2015/S 036-060453 of
20/02/2015.

3. DESCRIPTION, PURPOSE AND ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE CONTRACT

In administrative terms, the 'multiple framework service contract' means separate service
contracts, concluded on the same terms, between the European Parliament and a maximum of
five service providers per lot, for the provision of individual services by one or other of the
contractors, according to their expertise and/or availability and within a limited and defined
timeframe.

Expertise shall be provided principally in the form of documents to be delivered upon request.
Each document requested shall meet specific needs identified in the individual specifications
for the particular assignment. The framework service contract will also cover ad-hoc services
(point 5.2. of Annex I Terms of Reference).

The service provider's responsibility will be mainly to carry out the following assessment
work:

3.1 Ex-Post Impact Assessments or Evaluations

3.1.1. Description

Ex-Post Impact-Assessments or Evaluations may be conducted at the request of the
European Parliament at any stage of the EU policy cycle, after a legislative or legal act, policy
programme, international agreement, intergovernmental agreement, or any other relevant
Union-level measure or policy position, has been adopted by EU decision-making bodies.

3.1.2. Scope

Ex-Post Impact-Assessments or Evaluations for the European Parliament may relate to the
transposition, implementation, application and enforcement of a measure, and/or the impacts,
relevance, effectiveness, efficiency, utility and sustainability of measures or policies in
practice. They may assess (inter alia) the initial, intermediate or long-term effects or impacts
of such measures or policies, including indirect or unintended effects or impacts. Among
impacts or effects to be addressed in such work may be (inter alia) those of an economic,
social, environmental, territorial, regulatory, and/or international nature, as well as those
relating to respect for fundamental rights. Analysis should include, where relevant, the
question of whether the effects foreseen in an ex-ante impact assessment, issued by the
European Commission on the measure or policy in question before it was adopted, have
subsequently been realised once it was put into effect. Such work may include evaluations of
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the quality, accuracy and methodological robustness of any kind of ex-post evaluation
undertaken by the European Commission or by other EU bodies on measures and policies in
practice. Other types of ex-post impact assessments or evaluations may be required, including
analysis of the general delivery of policy commitments undertaken by the various EU
institutions and bodies, whether in specific cases or over time.

Tenderers should be able to demonstrate an ability to undertake research and analysis
in relation to the various dimensions identified above for the policy field in question.

3.1.3. Content and form

The research papers required by the European Parliament may entail (non-exhaustive list):

a) qualitative and quantitative analysis, based on publicly-available material, on the
transposition, implementation, application and enforcement of a measure, and/or the impacts,
relevance, effectiveness, efficiency, utility and sustainability of measures or policies in
practice, drawing on available in-puts from (inter alia) EU institutions and bodies, national
governmental and parliamentary bodies, international organisations and/or any other relevant
European or national bodies; and/or

b) self-generated own research on similar issues, requiring experience in data collection,
survey techniques and evaluation tools (such as impact evaluation, cost-benefit analysis,
input/output analysis, concept/issue mapping). As regards data collection, tenderers should be
able to demonstrate that their methodology would use a subset of a statistical population that
adequately reflects the members of the entire population.

The above-mentioned documents may take the form (as requested) of research papers or
studies. They may also involve the provision of ancillary, ad-hoc services, such as
participation or presentations by experts in seminars, workshops and/or round-tables, or other
services, as necessary. (For a more extensive description, see Annex I to the specifications).

The total duration of the contract shall be twelve (12) months, tacitly renewable three (3)
times for a total maximum duration of forty-eight (48) months. Performance of the contract
shall not begin until the framework contract is signed. Any renewal of the contract shall take
place in accordance with the terms laid down in the contract.

The contract is divided into twelve (12) lots (see full description of lots in Annex I to the
specifications). Tenderers may submit a tender for one or more lots. The lots are independent
of each other and may be awarded to different tenderers. The European Parliament reserves
the right to award only one lot or some of the total number of lots envisaged.

The total maximum value of the contract is EUR 2.000.000 (two million EUR).

No assurance is, however, given as to the volume, value and frequency of assignments under
this framework contract. There is no obligation on the Parliament's side to use the maximum
budget allocated to the contract. It does not confer on the contractor any exclusive right to
provide the services described in this document.

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE TENDER PROCEDURE

Participation in this invitation-to-tender procedure is open on the same terms to all natural or
legal persons and public entities in a European Union Member State and to all natural and
legal persons and public entities of a third country which has concluded a specific public-
procurement agreement with the European Union giving them access to the contract which is
the subject of this invitation to tender and on the terms laid down by that agreement.
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The contract is also open to nationals of the states which have ratified the Plurilateral
Agreement on Government Procurement within the World Trade Organisation, on the terms
laid down by that agreement.

If a potential tenderer is not eligible pursuant to the aforementioned agreements, he may
exceptionally be permitted by the European Parliament to participate in the tender procedure
on an ad hoc basis, without this creating any precedent or obligation for the future. Although
the tender documents may be sent on request to a tenderer who does not come under these
agreements, this does not presuppose that tenders submitted will subsequently be accepted by
the European Parliament.

In order to ascertain the eligibility of tenderers, they must indicate in their tenders the country
in which they have their registered office or in which they are domiciled. They must also
submit the evidence required under their national law or other, equivalent proof enabling the
European Parliament to check where they come from.

5. CONSORTIUMS OF ECONOMIC OPERATORS

If the tender is submitted by a consortium of economic operators, Annex III must be
completed and included with it.

Consortiums of economic operators may submit a tender. The European Parliament reserves
the right to require the consortium selected to have a given legal form if this is necessary for
the proper performance of the contract. This requirement may be communicated by the
European Parliament at any time during the contract award procedure, but at all events before
the contract is signed.

The consortium of economic operators shall provide proof of its legal form by the time the
contract - if awarded to it - is signed. This may take one of the following forms:

- an entity with legal personality recognised by a Member State;

- an entity without legal personality but offering sufficient protection of the European
Parliament's contractual interests (depending on the Member State concerned, this may
be, for example, a consortium or a temporary partnership);

- the signature by all the partners of a type of ‘power of attorney’ or equivalent document
confirming a form of cooperation.

The consortium’s actual status shall be established by any document or agreement signed by
the members of the consortium, which shall be appended to the tender.

Those documents or agreements may exceptionally be modified and/or submitted after the
time limit for submission of a tender, but under no circumstances after the outcome of the
invitation to tender has been communicated to the tenderers concerned. The European
Parliament reserves the right to reject a tender if the terms of agreements between the
members of a consortium are modified during the procedure, if those terms make no provision
for the joint and several liability of the consortium's members or if no agreement with legal
force has been submitted with the tender.

The European Parliament may accept other legal forms not referred to above, provided that
they ensure the parties' joint and several liability and are compatible with performance of the
contract. At all events, it should be noted that, in the contract to be signed with the
consortium, the European Parliament will refer expressly to the existence of such joint and
several liability. In addition, it reserves the right to require, contractually, the appointment of
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an authorised representative who may represent the members and who is empowered, inter
alia, to issue invoices on behalf of the other members.

Tenders from consortiums of economic operators must specify the role, qualifications and
experience of each of the members of the consortium. The tender shall be submitted jointly by
the economic operators, who shall also assume joint and several liability for the tender
submission.

In the case of a consortium of economic operators, each member shall furnish proof of right of
access to the contract (eligibility), as well as proof concerning compliance with the exclusion
and selection criteria (Annex II point 4 and point 5). With regard to the selection criteria, the
European Parliament may rely on the capacity of the other members of the consortium in
order to establish whether the tenderer will have the resources needed to perform the contract.
In this case an undertaking shall be required from those members stating that they will make
available to the other members the resources needed to perform the contract.

6. SUBCONTRACTING

Subcontracting is permitted.

If the tenderer uses subcontractors, Annex IV must be completed and included with the
tender.

The tender shall give details, as far as possible, of that part of the contract which the tenderer
proposes to subcontract and the identity of the subcontractors. During the contract award
procedure or performance of the contract the European Parliament reserves the right to require
tenderers to supply information about the financial, economic, technical and professional
capacity of the proposed subcontractor(s). Likewise, the European Parliament may demand
the requisite proof to establish whether the subcontractors comply with the requisite exclusion
criteria. Tenderers are hereby informed that proposed subcontractors may not be in one of the
situations described in Articles 106, 107 and 109 of the Financial Regulation, which entail
exclusion from participation in a contract issued by the European Union.

The European Parliament is entitled to reject any subcontractor who does not comply with the
exclusion and/or selection criteria (see points 12 and 13 respectively).

Furthermore, the European Parliament must be informed by the Contractor of any subsequent
use of subcontracting not provided for in the tender. The authorising officer responsible
reserves the right to accept or reject the proposed subcontractor. In order to do so he may
demand the requisite proof to establish whether the subcontractor(s) complies/comply with
the requisite criteria. The European Parliament’s authorisation will always be granted in
writing.

If the contract is awarded to a tenderer who proposes a subcontractor in his tender, this
equates to giving consent for the subcontracting.

7. VARIANTS

Variants are not permitted.
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8. PRICES

Prices shall be presented as maximum amounts to be invoiced and may be revised in
accordance with the terms set out for each specific order form.

Pursuant to Article 3 of the Protocol on the privileges and immunities of the European Union,
the price quotation shall be submitted excluding VAT and other equivalent indirect taxes.

The price quoted must be all-inclusive and expressed in euro, including for countries which
are not part of the euro area. For tenderers in those countries, the amount of the tender may
not be revised in line with exchange-rate movements. It is for the tenderer to select an
exchange rate and accept the risks or the benefits deriving from any variation.

Expertise has to be priced on the basis of transparent fees. The tenderer is requested to submit
per lot the price elements stated below as part of the tender, by filling out the Price List Form
(Annex VI) and including this in their tender. For the submission of a tender covering several
lots, a reduced overall price may be quoted if all the lots are awarded to the tenderer
concerned. However, that overall price will not be taken into consideration for the assessment
of the tenders submitted. The assessment will take account only of the separate prices for each
of the lots for which the tenderer submits a bid.

'Daily rate' means the price per 'man/day' deployed, including possible 'man/days' for initial
and working meetings, and presentations of the final report at the premises of the European
Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg. Figures with two decimals may be used.

Tenderers are reminded that a framework service contract does not constitute an obligation on
the European Parliament to use any part of the budget allocated to the framework service
contract.

8.1. Price list with daily rates

Please state your prices by filling in Tables 1 to 4 in the Price List Form (Annex VI).

Tenderers must submit the daily rates for the different categories of experts deployed for
conducting the briefing papers, research papers, studies or ad hoc services, including possible
'man/days' for initial and working meetings, and presentations of the final report at the
premises of the European Parliament in Brussels or in Strasbourg. Indication of daily rates is
mandatory.

Indication of number of days is indicative for briefing papers, research papers and studies.
Final prices for all services will be agreed upon when reopening the competition within the
framework contract. However, the tenderer is encouraged to describe, as part of the
methodology, the foreseen combination of staffing and number of working days for each type
of service.

8.2. Travel expenses to meetings in Brussels or Strasbourg

Any travel by the contractor's personnel in connection with specific requests will be
reimbursed according to the rules laid out in section 9 of the Terms of Reference (Annex I).
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9. ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS

The European Parliament's environmental policy

Tenderers shall undertake to comply with the environmental legislation in force in the field of
the contract, should it be awarded to them. It should be noted in this connection that the
European Parliament applies the EMAS environmental management system, in accordance
with Regulation (EC) No 1221/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25
November 2009. Information about EMAS is provided by the authorising department in
Annex XI to these specifications.

The successful tenderer will be required to ensure that the information provided by the
European Parliament on the EMAS programme in general, and more specifically on the
implementation of environmental measures in practice, is known by all his staff working for
the European Parliament. At the European Parliament's request, the successful tenderer may
be required to certify that anyone assigned to work under the contract has received the
appropriate professional training required (technical, safety and environmental training)
concerning compliance with safety rules and correct handling of the equipment and products
to be used, including action to be taken in the event of incorrect handling or any other
incidents.

10. POLICY ON THE PROMOTION OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Tenderers shall undertake to observe a policy on the promotion of equality and diversity in the
performance of the contract, should it be awarded to them, by applying the principles of non-
discrimination and equality set out in the Union Treaties in full and in their entirety. More
particularly, the tenderer awarded the contract shall undertake to establish, maintain and
promote an open and inclusive working environment which respects human dignity and the
principles of equal opportunities, based on three main elements:

- equality between men and women;

- employment and integration of disabled persons;

- the removal of all obstacles to recruitment and all potential discrimination based on sex,
race or ethnic origin, religion or convictions, disability, age or sexual orientation.
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PART II – EXCLUSION, SELECTION AND AWARD CRITERIA

11. EXCLUSION CRITERIA

Article 106 of the Financial Regulation

1. Candidates or tenderers shall be excluded from participation in procurement procedures if:

a) they are bankrupt or being wound up, are having their affairs administered by the
courts, have entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business
activities, are the subject of proceedings concerning those matters, or are in any
analogous situation arising from a similar procedure provided for in national
legislation or regulations;

b) they or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them
have been convicted of an offence concerning their professional conduct by a
judgment of a competent authority of a Member State which has the force of res
judicata;

c) they have been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by any means which
the contracting authority can justify, including by decisions of the EIB and
international organisations;

d) they are not in compliance with their obligations relating to the payment of social
security contributions or the payment of taxes in accordance with the legal provisions
of the country in which they are established or with those of the country of the
contracting authority or those of the country where the contract is to be performed;

e) they or persons having powers of representation, decision making or control over them
have been the subject of a judgment which has the force of res judicata for fraud,
corruption, involvement in a criminal organisation, money laundering or any other
illegal activity, where such illegal activity is detrimental to the Union’s financial
interests;

f) they are subject to an administrative penalty referred to in Article 109(1)1.

Points (a) to (d) of the first subparagraph shall not apply in the case of the purchase of
supplies on particularly advantageous terms from a supplier which is definitively winding
up its business activities or from the receivers or liquidators of a bankruptcy, through an
arrangement with creditors, or through a similar procedure under national law.

Points (b) and (e) of the first subparagraph shall not apply where the candidates or
tenderers can demonstrate that adequate measures have been adopted against the persons
having powers of representation, decision making or control over them, who are subject to
a judgment as referred to in points (b) or (e) of the first subparagraph.

Article 107 of the Financial Regulation

1 Article 109(1):
The contracting authority may impose administrative and/or financial penalties on the following:
(a) contractors, candidates or tenderers in the cases referred to in point (b) of Article 107(1);
(b) contractors who have been declared to be in serious breach of their obligations under contracts covered
by the budget.
In all cases, however, the contracting authority shall first give the person concerned an opportunity to
present his or her observations.
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2. A contract shall not be awarded to candidates or tenderers who, during the procurement
procedure for that contract:

a) are subject to a conflict of interests2;

b) are guilty of misrepresenting the information required by the contracting authority as a
condition of participation in the procurement procedure or fail to supply that
information;

c) find themselves in one of the situations of exclusion, referred to in Article 106(1), for
the procurement procedure.

Evaluation of the exclusion criteria

1. All tenderers must submit the declaration on the tenderer’s honour, duly dated and signed,
which is set out in Annex II.

2. The tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded will be required, within twenty (20)
calendar days of the date of notification of the provisional award of the contract and
before the contract is signed, to supply the following documentary evidence:

- a recent extract from the judicial record or, failing that, a recent equivalent document
issued by a judicial or administrative authority in the country of origin or provenance
showing that the tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded is not in one of the
situations referred to in Article 106(1)(a), (b) or (e) of the Financial Regulation; for the
instances referred to in Article 106(1)(b) and (e), the same shall apply to persons
having powers of representation, decision making or control over the tenderer;

- a recent certificate issued by the competent authority of the State concerned proving
that the tenderer is not in the situation referred to in Article 106(1)(d) of the Financial
Regulation.

- where the documents or certificates referred to above are not issued in the country
concerned, and in respect of the other exclusion situations referred to in Article 106 of
the Financial Regulation, they may be replaced by a sworn or, failing that, a solemn
statement made by the interested party before a judicial or administrative authority, a
notary or a qualified professional body in his country of origin or provenance;

3. The tenderer to whom the contract is to be awarded shall be exempt from the requirement
to submit the documentary evidence referred to in paragraph 2 if that evidence has already
been submitted for the purposes of another European Parliament procurement procedure
and provided that the documents in question were not issued more than one year
previously and are still valid. In such cases, the tenderer shall attest on his honour that the
supporting documents have already been provided in a previous procurement procedure,
which he shall identify, and that no changes in his situation have occurred.

A list of examples of accepted certificates according to Member State can be found at the
following link:

http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/publicprocurement/e-procurement/e-certis/index_en.htm

2 Tenderers must declare that they do not have any conflict of interest in connection with the contract
(economic interests, political or national affinities, family or emotional ties, or any other relevant connection
or shared interest).
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12. SELECTION CRITERIA

Proof of status and legal capacity

As proof of their status and legal capacity, tenderer must append to their tenders a copy of
their articles of association or equivalent document enabling the European Parliament to
determine their form and legal capacity to perform the contract. Should the proof submitted
not be sufficient for that purpose, the European Parliament may demand other proof during
the tender assessment process. Where no such proof is submitted, the European Parliament
reserves the right to deem the tender inadmissible.

Where tenders are submitted by natural persons, the proof required must include a copy of an
identity document and any other document allowing assessment of the person's legal capacity
to perform the contract (registration in the VAT registry, in the business or professional
registry, etc.)

12.1. Financial and economic capacity

Tenderers shall have sufficient economic and financial resources to enable them to perform
the contract in compliance with the contractual provisions, given the value and scope thereof.
If, on the basis of the information supplied by the tenderer, the European Parliament has
doubts about a tenderer's financial resources, or if these are insufficient for performance of the
contract, the tender may be rejected without the tenderer being entitled to claim any financial
compensation.

In respect of the contract which is the subject of this invitation to tender, the European
Parliament furthermore requires tenderers to have a minimum financial and economic
capacity, which will be assessed on the basis of the following information (see also Annex V):

- operating profit over the last three financial years as follows:

EBIT (Earnings Before Interest and Taxes) = Revenue - Operating Expenses

(examples of Operating Expenses - Compensation (salaries) for employees; Benefits
(Social benefits, etc) for employees; Pension plan contributions for employees; Accounting
expenditures; Depreciation of fixed assets; Insurance costs; Legal fees; Office supplies;
Property taxes; Rent costs; Repair costs; Utility costs; Advertising costs; Direct mailing
costs; Entertainment costs; Travel costs)

Financial and economic capacity will be assessed on the basis of the information included in
the following documents, to be supplied by tenderers3:

- Selection Criterion 1 (SC 1): appropriate statements from banks or evidence of
professional risk indemnity insurance;

- Selection Criterion 2 (SC 2): financial statements (balance sheets, profit and loss
accounts, cash flow statements, audit reports and any other related financial
information) for the last three years for which accounts have been closed;

- Selection Criterion 3 (SC 3) if applicable: natural persons shall provide income
declaration for the three most recent financial years;

If the tenderer is unable to provide the references requested, he may prove his economic and
financial capacity by any other means which the European Parliament considers appropriate.

3 However, the European Parliament may require other, more comprehensive, documents if it considers them
necessary for a satisfactory assessment of economic and financial capacity.
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The tenderer may also rely on the capacity of other entities, irrespective of the legal nature of
the links between him and those entities. In that case, he must prove to the European
Parliament that he will have the resources needed to perform the contract, for instance by
providing an assurance of the undertaking by those entities to make them available to him. In
that case, the European Parliament is entitled to refuse the application or the tender submitted
if it has doubts about the undertaking by the third party or about that party’s financial
capacity. The Parliament may require the tenderer and those other entities to be jointly liable
for performance of the contract.

On the same basis, a consortium of economic operators may rely on the capacity of members
of the consortium or of other entities.

Tenderers may also rely on the economic capacities of one or more subcontractors in so far as
they undertake to take part in the process of performing the contract. In such instances, the
European Parliament will assess the capacities of the subcontractor(s) in the light of the extent
to which the latter is/are involved in performing the contract.

12.2. Technical and professional capacity

Tenderers must have sufficient technical and professional capacity to enable them to perform
the contract in compliance with the contractual provisions, taking into account its value and
scale. If, in the light of the information supplied by the tenderer, the European Parliament has
doubts about a tenderer's technical and professional capacity, or if it is clearly insufficient for
performance of the contract, the tender may be rejected without the tenderer being able to
claim any financial compensation.

In respect of the contract which is the subject of this invitation to tender, the European
Parliament requires tenderers to have the following technical and professional capacity:

- Selection criterion 4 (SC 4): Professional and/or academic experience of a minimum
of five (5) years - for all members of the tenderer's team except "Junior Experts" and
"Support/Administrative staff" (Levels IV and V experts, see Annex VI - Price List Form)
- obtained after their degree, in one or more of the following areas: economics, finance,
accounting, auditing, government, public administration, law, the relevant area of policy
or any other area of clear relevance to the subject of the tender. Tenderers must submit a
curriculum vitae for each team member in the Europass format (Annex IX).

- Selection criterion 5 (SC 5): Publications on relevant issues in the specialised and/or
academic press carried out in the past five years. Tenderers must submit a list of
publications and can submit further documents that they deem of use in assessing their
tender.

- Selection criterion 6 (SC 6): Knowledge of the EU institutional framework and
decision-making process (for example experience in working in an area related to EU
issues (list of relevant projects managed), details of relevant articles dealing with EU
matters, and/or evidence of participation in conferences or courses related to the EU).

Tenderers must fill in sections SC1 to SC6 of the Tender Submission Form (Annex II) by
indicating the reference of the annexes that correspond to the documents requested, and
include the documents requested in the tender.

The tenderer or candidate may also rely on the capacity of other entities, irrespective of the
legal nature of the links between himself and those entities. In that case, he must prove to the
European Parliament that he will have the resources needed to perform the contract, for
instance by providing an assurance of the undertaking by those entities to make them
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available to him. In that case the European Parliament is entitled to refuse the application or
the tender submitted if it has doubts about the undertaking by the third party or about that
party’s professional and/or technical capacity.

At all events, tenderers may always rely on the economic capacities of one or more
subcontractors in so far as they undertake to take part in the process of performing the
contract. In such instances, the European Parliament will assess the capacities of the
subcontractor(s) in the light of the extent to which the latter is/are involved in performing the
contract.

If it establishes that a tenderer faces a conflict of interest which could affect the performance
of the contract, the European Parliament may conclude that the tenderer is not of the calibre
required to perform the contract.

13. AWARD CRITERIA

For each lot, contracts will be awarded to a maximum of five tenderers offering the best value
for money, provided that there is a sufficient number of tenderers who satisfy the selection
criteria and a sufficient number of admissible tenders which meet the award criteria.

The focus and weighting of the award criteria shall be:

Quality = 67%
Price = 33%

The total amount of points (points for quality criteria + points for price award criteria) will be
calculated as follows:

Quality points x 67% + Price points x 33%.

13.1. Quality criteria

The quality of the offer will be awarded a maximum of 100 points. To be retained for the
price evaluation, tenders will be required to obtain at least 65 points for the quality criteria.
Any offer which does not attain a minimum of 65 points under the quality criteria will be
rejected.

In respect of quality, the following sub-criteria will be applied:

a) Proposed methodology, approach and means employed to conduct the expertise, in
terms of:

- Award criterion 1 (AC 1) - 10 points: General understanding of the policy issues in
the lot applied for. Tenderers must provide a concise description of what they consider to
be the five most important challenges which the EU faces in the respective policy area
over the next five years;

- Award criterion 2 (AC 2) - 10 points: General approach and work to be performed.
Tenderers must provide a description of their understanding of the requested services,
explaining how they propose to perform their tasks in terms of academic method, in order
to achieve the objectives and requirements set out in Annex I. The methodology should
not be abstract, but instead tailored to the requirements of these tasks, as described;
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- Award criterion 3 (AC 3) - 10 points: Organisation, management and coordination
of the work and effective cooperation with EP services. Tenderers must provide a detailed
description of how they intend to cater for the organisation, management and coordination
of the work to be performed under this framework contract and of how to ensure effective
and continuous cooperation with the responsible EP services;

- Award criterion 4 (AC 4) - 10 points: Description of the quality and the availability of
the relevant information and data sources, as well as of the scale, range, academic
capacity, geographical coverage and relevance of the tenderer's network of contacts for
the aims of the respective lot of this framework contract. Tenderers must provide a
qualitative description of relevant information and data sources with proven ready access
and of their network of national and international academic contacts relevant for the aims
of this framework contract; and demonstrate their capacity to provide a wide EU coverage
of the issues covered in the lot(s) applied for;

- Award criterion 5 (AC 5) - 10 points: Mechanisms for assuring academic and editorial
quality. Tenderers must provide a detailed description of mechanisms: a) for assuring the
intellectual quality of the expertise, and b) regarding editorial review and professional
proofreading by a native speaker.

b) Staffing arrangement of the research team and proven experience in the field of
evaluation, in particular:

- Award criterion 6 (AC 6) - 20 points:  Skills, experience and academic background
of the team. The team's composition should enable it to deal with a wide range of
potential requests falling under the respective lot. Contractors are therefore expected to be
able to operate across the relevant academic disciplines (e.g. economics, law, social
sciences, statistics, natural sciences, etc.), as well as to provide deep and varied
professional experience relevant to this lot.

It is acknowledged that the range of potential requests for each lot is very broad.
Therefore, tenderers should be able to propose a team structure in which a permanent core
team would be able to cover the main tasks and skills, while complementary and
particularly specialised team members can be recruited on a case by case basis, depending
on the nature of the requested expertise.

If the tenderer does not possess all the necessary expertise to cover fully the research
requirements of the respective lot, he or she is invited to explore the possibility of
subcontracting or making a joint tender. In such cases, Chapters 5 and 6 of this document
and Art. II 6 of the European Parliament's General Terms and Conditions (Part II of the
draft framework service contract) have to be taken into account.

Attention will be given as well to the good balance achieved by the tenderers between the
deployment of senior and junior experts/staff for any given task (as per Annex VI to the
specifications).

The tenderer shall submit a table summarising the competences of the team members who
will provide the services under the Framework contract, including background (economic,
legal, technical, financial etc.), specific expertise, methodological expertise (data
collection, qualitative/quantitative analysis, modelling etc.), languages, each team member
must be classified according to the profiles provided in the price list form (Annex VI to
the specifications).
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- Award criterion 7 (AC 7) - 20 points: Proven experience of working on impact
assessment and evaluation studies. The projects completed must demonstrate that the
tenderer has experience in relevant research and survey techniques, data collection,
intervention logics models, evaluation tools (cost-benefit analysis, input/output analysis,
impact evaluation, etc.), economic and quantitative analyses and drafting reports and
recommendations. As evidence tenderers must provide a list of relevant services provided
in the past three years, with sums, dates and recipients, public or private. The most
relevant services shall be accompanied by certificates of satisfactory execution, specifying
that they have been carried out in a professional manner and have been fully completed.

- Award criterion 8 (AC 8) - 5 points: EU-wide geographic coverage of the team.

c) The presentation of the offer

- Award criterion 9 (AC 9) - 5 points: Layout, structure, completeness and ease of
inspection of the tender documents

13.2. The price award criteria

- Award criterion 10 (AC 10): the price award criterion will be based on the total price for
services (excluding ad hoc services)

The tender with the lowest price for each service (which has obtained the minimum score laid
down for the qualitative evaluation) will receive the maximum number of 100 price points for
that service.

All the other tenders will be awarded points in proportion to their divergence from the lowest-
priced tender.

The price points will be calculated for each service according to the following formula:

Price points =

The total amount of price points will be the sum of the price points for each service (price
points for Briefing Papers + price points for Research Papers + price points for Studies)
divided by 3.

The total number of points of a tender for a given lot will be calculated by summing the price
points and the quality points, using weighting factors of 67% for the quality and 33% for the
price:

Total points of the tender for a given lot =
(Quality points of the tender for that lot *67%) + (Price points of the tender for that lot
*33%)

The tender which obtains the highest number of points following the application of the above
formula will be ranked first.

Lowest price   x   100

Price of considered tender
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Practically, tenderers must fill in sections AC1 to AC 10 of the Tender Submission Form
(Annex II) by indicating the reference of the annexes that correspond to the documents
requested, and include the documents requested in the tender.

For the price award criteria (AC 10), every section of the Price List Form (Annex VI) must be
filled in and included in the tender. If all sections of the Price List Form have not been filled
in, the tender cannot be evaluated and will be excluded.


