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Ref. Questions
(similar questions have been grouped) Answers

1 Can a City Hall submit an application for a grant under call for
proposals COMM/SUBV/2017/E?

Please refer to section 7.2 (Eligibility criteria) of the call for proposals,
where it is mentioned that "Public authorities and profit-making entities
are non-eligible entities under this call for proposals".

2 Can we apply for funding for a specific event which will take place in
October 2017?

The answer is no. As specified in the call the implementation period for
the projects to be selected will be 15 December 2017 – 30 June 2018.
This means that at the earliest the funded projects can start on 15
December 2017. Besides, no grant can be awarded retrospectively for
actions already completed (see in particular section 4 of the call).

3 Could a grant be awarded to our organisation since we also receive
funding through sponsorships from our members?

Applicants must ensure that the resources which are necessary to carry
out their action are not to be entirely provided by the EU grant. Co-
financing of their action is therefore required and it may take the form,
inter alia, of financial contributions from third parties/external sponsors. In
this regard please check in particular the budget estimates to be filled in
by applicants, to be found on page 12 of the application form.
However, please note that applicants must be able to demonstrate that
they are non-profit making (see the eligibility criteria laid down in section
7.2 of the call).
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I represent an organisation participating in an action together with
other European non-governmental organisations (NGOs). As such we
are party to a framework partnership agreement signed between the
European Commission and the participating NGOs and receive
funding from the European Commission to carry out a specific project
running until December 2018.
It is my understanding that this has to be reported in the “Grant,
Contract or any other EU Funding” section of the Grant Application
Form. Can you please confirm?

We confirm that, indeed, your organisation needs to report the funding
received from the European Commission for this action in Section III,
European Union Funding, of the application form (page 6).
All details thereof should be provided in the table called "Grant, Contract
or any other EU Funding" that you correctly identified.

5 Should the project proposal be only for offline or only for online events,
or it can be for both?

As specified in the call for proposals (see in particular section 3.1
thereof), "eligible activities under this call for proposals are offline or
online events of any type (seminars, conferences, debates, discussion
fora, competitions, etc.)...".
As a consequence, eligible activities may also be a combination of both
offline and online events.

6 What is the minimum and maximum budget for which the applicant can
apply?

As specified under section 5 of the call an indicative maximum amount of
€ 850.000 has been allocated for funding the selected projects, although
the European Parliament reserves the right not to distribute the entirety of
the available budget.
However, the call does not specify any minimum or maximum budget for
which an applicant may apply. Each applicant needs to fill in the
application form and specify therein the contribution requested from the
European Parliament based on the total costs estimated for the project
(see the budget estimates on page 12). Though the European
Parliament's maximum rate of co-financing of projects shall never be
more than 60% of the total eligible costs of the project.

7 Do applicants needs to provide a Financial Identification Form together
with their application? Where can they download this form?

No, this document does not need to be provided at this stage.
All documents to be provided with the application are listed in the call for
proposals and in the checklist for applicants (Annex 2 of the Application
Form).
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Could you tell us where we can find section 7.2 (for the eligibility
criteria), section 7.4 a) (for the financial capacity), and section 7.4 b)
(for the operational capacity) that are mentioned on the Checklist for
applicant?

The sections referred to in the checklist for applicants are relevant
sections of the call for proposals where requirements as regards the
supporting documents to be provided for each type of criteria are laid
down.

9

In the call for proposals it is specified that grants are to be awarded to
events aiming to communicate the EP’s active involvement in fields
that matter to EU citizens.
Is it possible, in this respect, to ask for a grant for a conference on the
topic of energy poverty?

Applicants are free to propose the event and topic of their choice.
However, in doing so they must pay attention to meeting all
requirements, in particular the eligibility requirements set out in section 3
of the call for proposals (Projects sought by the EP).

10

Does this call support the partnership of 2 non-profit organizations?
How can separate entities (eligible for submitting the proposal) fill the
e-form since there is no co-applicant place in the form?
Should one role be considered as subcontracting and if yes how can
the selection procedure be justified?

Please refer to section 1.2 of the call for proposals which specifies that
“Grant agreements may only be signed with a single beneficiary and may
not be signed with a group of economic operators. The beneficiary of the
grant may decide to enter into a cooperation scheme with other
implementing partners. In such case, only the beneficiary of the grant
would carry the legal and financial responsibility for the action.”

11
Should applicants have a VAT number in order to be eligible to
participate in the call for proposals? No, having a VAT number is not a compulsory requirement under the call

for proposals.
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We need a clarification regarding the selection criteria. More
specifically, under the “Financial capacity” heading, it is stated that
applicants “should have an average turnover/income in the last two
available financial years, of at least twice the total amount of the grant
proposal, OR equity of equivalent of at least 50% of the total amount of
the grant proposal”.

As a non-profit organisation we rely on our volunteers and on
sponsorships for the numerous actions we organise. Also, regarding
advertising, we rely on barter agreements with print media, whereas
TV and radio stations host our advertisements for free.

Due to the fact that we have the above mentioned barter agreements,
our turnover/income is relatively low and this in turn would lead to a
very low amount regarding the grant request. So, my question is
whether the amounts described in the barter agreements can also be
taken into consideration, so that we can ask for a higher grant that
would be more appropriate for the actions we plan to undertake.

We understand that you are asking us to clarify:
1. whether contributions in kind (i.e. non-financial resources made

available free of charge by third parties to the beneficiary, such as
voluntary work or providing advertisements for free) are accepted
as a form of co-financing and may be presented in the estimated
budget to reflect the total resources allocated to the action, and

2. whether contributions in kind may be taken into consideration for
the assessment of the applicant’s financial capacity.

In this regard please note the following:
1. Under this call for proposals co-financing may not include in-kind

contributions from third parties. We also draw your attention on
the fact that the corresponding costs are not eligible under the
grant (see in particular Article II.19.4 Ineligible costs, under (i), of
the model grant agreement, as well as section 4.3 Categories of
costs, under c) Non-eligible costs, of the guidelines for
applicants).

2. An assessment of the applicant’s financial capacity will be carried
out to determine if it has stable and sufficient sources of funding
to maintain its activity throughout the duration of the grant and to
participate in its funding. In this respect the applicant must have
an average turnover/income in the last two available financial
years, of at least twice the total amount of the grant proposal, or
equity of equivalent of at least 50% of the total amount of the
grant proposal, as specified in the call (under section 7.4
Selection criteria, a) Financial capacity). This assessment will be
based on the supporting documents provided by the applicant: a
declaration on honour duly filled in and signed, financial
statements (including the balance sheet, the profit and loss
accounts and the annexes) for the two last financial year(s) for
which accounts have been closed, and the financial data to be
provided in section 2 of the grant application form.
It results from the above that contributions in-kind will not be
taken into account in the frame of the financial capacity check.
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1. With regards to the annexes 3.1.2, it is unclear to me whether under
section 4 we need to provide bios of the team in addition to those
provided under the “Operational Capacity” section of the main
application form?
2. Staying within point 4 of the annexes, could you elaborate on what
you mean by activity reports?
3. Not clear where to find annex 3.3, which you refer to under point 6
of Annex 3.1.2.

1. The application form and supporting documents to be provided with it
are intended to complement each other in demonstrating the applicant’s
operational capacity.
Applicants are indeed required to demonstrate (see in particular section
7.4, under b), of the call for proposals) that they have “the professional
competencies as well as appropriate qualifications necessary to complete
the proposed action. In particular, they must have:
 at least two years' proven experience in communicating with the

public, preferably on issues relevant to the EU policies and the
role of the EU institutions;

 human resources whose competencies and qualifications include
good communication skills (oral and written), project management
and sound knowledge in European affairs.

In this respect, applicants have to submit a declaration on their honour,
and the following supporting documents:
 curriculum vitae or description of the profile of the people primarily

responsible for managing and implementing the operation (...).”
Therefore, under section II.1 Operational capacity of the Application Form
the applicant may describe in detail “its relevant competences and
previous experiences in relation to the area(s) of activity in which the
application is submitted, as well as those of the key staff who will be
involved in implementing projects (...).” Next, as specified under section
7.4, under b), of the call for proposals and recalled in the Checklist for
applicant (Annex 3.1.2), the applicant is requested to provide as well the
curriculum vitae or description of the profile of the people primarily
responsible for managing and implementing the operation.
2. Activity reports are documents detailing the organisation’s
achievements, initiatives taken, and sometimes even the financial and
human resources spent during the year. These documents will be used to
assess whether the applicant has the requested operational capacity
(see above).
3. Annex 3.3 is the List of key indicators for project proposals and
reporting.
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