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Annex 1 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROVISIONAL FRENCH RETIREMENT PENSION 

SCHEME 
 

further to Annex III of the Rules  

governing the payment of expenses and allowances to Members 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Introduction to the provisional French retirement pension scheme 

 

Before the Statute for Members of the European Parliament entered into force (14 July 2009), 

retirement pensions were paid to Members of the European Parliament by each Member State.  

 

However, some Member States did not ensure equal treatment between Members of their national 

Parliament and Members of the European Parliament with regard to pensions. 

 

In order to correct this disparity, the Bureau of the European Parliament adopted Annex III to the 

Rules governing the payment of expenses and allowances to Members (hereafter referred to as the 

‘PEAM Rules’).   

 

Under Annex III to the PEAM Rules, where the level and/or conditions of the pension payable by 

the Member State to Members of the European Parliament are not identical to those applicable to 

Members of the lower house of the national parliament of the state concerned, the European 

Parliament pays a provisional pension in order to establish equality between the pensions.  

 

This situation applies to those who served as Members of the European Parliament before July 

2009, having been elected in France. National members paid contributions into a pension fund 

managed by the National Assembly, whereas Members of the European Parliament elected in 

France paid contributions to the Caisse Nationale d’Assurance Vieillesse (CNAV) and the 

IRCANTEC scheme. 

 

As the pensions paid by the National Assembly’s pension fund were not equivalent to those paid 

under the CNAV and IRCANTEC schemes, the European Parliament established a ‘differential’ 

scheme to even out the disparity between the pensions. This scheme is referred to below as the 

‘PEAM Annex III French Members scheme’. In order to be covered by this scheme, it was 

necessary to pay contributions to the European Parliament. 

 

On 14 July 2009, the Statute for Members of the European Parliament entered into force. Its entry 

into force had two effects on the scheme: 

 

1. the perpetuation of entitlements acquired – before the date of entry into force – by deferred 

pensioners and pensioners under this scheme; 

 

2. Members sitting in Parliament after that date were debarred from acquiring further 

entitlements under the scheme. 
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2. Legal basis 

 

The applicable provisions are as follows: 

 

 Annex III to the Rules governing the payment of expenses and allowances to Members of 

the European Parliament (PEAM Rules) 

 Rules governing the Pension Fund for Members and Former Members 

 Article 28 of the Statute for Members of the European Parliament  

 Article 75 of the Implementing Measures for the Statute for Members (IMSM) of the 

European Parliament 

 

3. Acquisition of pension rights  

 

Rights were acquired by paying contributions to the European Parliament. 

Since July 2009, no one has any longer contributed to the scheme. 

 

 

4. Subscribers to the scheme 

 

As at the end of 2016, the breakdown by category of the number of subscribers was: 

 
  Number of 

subscribers 

Deferred pensioners 67 

Recipients of retirement pensions 163 

Recipients of survivors’ pensions 34 

 

 

5. Initial payment of pensions 

 

Pensions payable under the ‘PEAM Annex III French Members scheme’ are paid on the same legal 

basis as applies to national Members (Rules governing the Pension Fund for Members and Former 

Members). 

 

In order to become entitled to a retirement pension, former Members of the European Parliament 

who were elected in France must fulfil the following conditions: 

 

 they must have reached retirement age 

 they must not be serving as a Member of the European Parliament or a national parliament 

 they must apply for payment of their pension within a clearly defined time limit. 

 

The main characteristics of the PEAM Annex III French Members scheme are as follows: 

 

 The scheme defines not only retirement pension rights but also rights to a survivor’s 

pension. 

 

 Retirement age is: 62, except in the case of subscribers in the age group to which 

transitional provisions apply which were introduced when the retirement age was raised 

progressively from 60 to 62. 

 

 However, in the case of female former Members, retirement age is lowered by one year per 

natural, legitimate or adopted child. This concession also applies to male former Members 

if the child was born during their term of office. 
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 The retirement pension payable is calculated on the basis of years of pension contributions, 

the acquisition of a percentage of the maximum entitlement for each year of such 

contributions, and the basic salary payable to a Member of the national parliament at the 

time when the pension becomes payable. 

 

 The pensions are index-linked to inflation. 

 

The pension is calculated on the basis of the number of years of contributions paid and a base figure 

derived from the relevant salary.  The percentage of the maximum entitlement which is acquired 

per year of contributions paid will differ, depending on the age at which the pension becomes 

payable. 

 

It will vary because of the gradual raising of the retirement age.  

 
Reference year Percentage of entitlement 

acquired 

Maximum number of years of 

contributions 

2012 2.0585%  

2008 and before 2.11 40 

2009 2.0969 40.25 

2010 2.084% 40.5 

2011 2.0712% 40.75 

2012 2.0585% 41 

2013-2014 2.0461 % 41.25 

2015-2017 2.0337% 41.5 

2018-2020 2,0216% 41,75 

2021-2023 2.0095 42 

2024-2026 1,9976 42,25 

2027-2029 1.9859 42,5 

2030-2032 1.9743 42,75 

2033 + 1.9628 43 

 

The maximum amount remains equivalent to 84.40%. 

 

A one-year bonus in pension contributions is credited to pensioners who have personally raised at 

least 3 children for a minimum of 9 years, either before the children’s 16th birthday or, if they are 

studying and are dependent on the pensioner, before their 20th birthday. For 3 children, this bonus 

is 10%; it is increased by 5% for each child over and above 3. 

 

The base figure on which the pension is calculated is derived from the salary payable to a member 

of the national parliament. 

 

Example: a former Member born in 1953 who has paid contributions for 10 years and raised two 

children applies for his pension to be paid as from 2014.  Payment of the pension will be granted, 

as he falls within the age group to which transitional provisions apply concerning age. 

 

Amount of the salary taken as a basis for calculating the pension:  €7 500 

Percentage of entitlement acquired  10 x 2.0461% 

Amount of retirement pension €1 534.57 

Annual amount of pension (paid in 12 monthly instalments) €18 414.84 

 

 

6.  Early payment of the pension and lump-sum payment 

 

The option of applying for early payment of the pension was abolished in January 2008. Previously, 

entitlements were reduced if early payment of the pension was claimed. 
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It has never been permitted for a lump-sum payment to be made in lieu of all or part of a pension 

entitlement. 

 

 

 

7. Application of IRCANTEC and the General Scheme 

 

The pension will be paid in full by the European Parliament for so long as the former Member does 

not claim a pension from the IRCANTEC and/or the General Scheme. If a pension is obtained 

under these two schemes, normally (between ages 60 and 65, as the case may be), the amount of 

the pension paid by the European Parliament is reduced as a consequence. 

 

 

8. Survivor’s pension 

 

If a former Member who is awaiting a pension or is already drawing a retirement pension dies, his 

surviving spouse is entitled to a pension on condition that the marriage was contracted at least one 

year before the date on which the pension became payable, or, alternatively, that the pension has 

been paid for at least four years.  At all events, there is a right to a pension if one or more children 

have been born from the marriage. 

 

 Survivor’s pension payable to a surviving spouse aged 50 or over: 60% of the former 

Member’s pension 

 Survivor’s pension payable to a surviving spouse aged under 50: 50% of the former Member’s 

pension. (This rate is raised to 66.66% when the spouse reaches age 50). 

 

Where there is more than one beneficiary: in the case of a spouse and ex-spouses who have not 

remarried, the pension is shared between them in proportion to the years for which they were 

married to the person concerned. 

 

 

9. Financing of the scheme 

 

This pension scheme is not based on the capitalisation of Members’ contributions. It is funded 

entirely from the European Parliament’s budget. Pensions paid under the IRCANTEC scheme and 

the General Scheme are offset against the payments made by the European Parliament. 

 


