
VOTING FOR RESIDENTS OUTSIDE OF EU

Germany
Election date Not confirmed yet
Voting
system

Closed list

Number of
MEPs in 2019

96

Voting age 18
Eligibility to
vote

Yes, in case of permanent residence in a third country, if after reaching the age of
14, they were either resident in Germany for an uninterrupted period of at least 3
months and this stay dates back not more than 25 years
or
if they have become familiar, personally and directly, with the political situation in
Germany and are affected by it.
Decision on the eligibility to vote is taken by the municipal authority in charge or
contested in front of the district returning officer.
Germans who are abroad temporarily and still have a registered domicile in
Germany will be entered ex officio into the voters’ register of their municipality.

Available
voting
methods

By post

Deadlines
and means
for
registration
per method

If they wish to participate in European elections, Germans living abroad and not
having a registered domicile in Germany need to submit a formal application for
entry into the voters’ register before each election. The application for the voters’
register must be received by the municipality in charge in Germany on the 21st day
before election at the latest. The application form can be downloaded from the
Federal Returning Officer’s webpage (about half a year before election day) and
available as paper copies in the diplomatic and full-time consular missions of
Germany abroad, in the offices of the district, town or Federal Returning Officer.
Germans with a registered domicile in Germany have to apply to the municipality
of their main residence for a polling card to be issued. A reason does not have to be
given. Postal ballot documents will automatically be enclosed with the polling card.

Further
information

For more information on postal ballot
See the Federal Returning Officer’s webpage
For Germans without a place of residence in Germany, the municipality in charge is
the one they were last registered with before moving abroad.
A municipal authority in Berlin (‘Bezirksamt Mitte’) is responsible for German
expatriates who have never lived in the domestic territory for a minimum of three
months.
Bezirksamt Mitte
German Missions in the UK
Information for German citizens living in the United Kingdom

https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/en/europawahlen/2019.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/en/europawahlen/2019/informationen-waehler/briefwahl.html
https://www.bundeswahlleiter.de/en/europawahlen/2019/informationen-waehler/briefwahl.html
https://www.berlin.de/ba-mitte/politik-und-verwaltung/aemter/amt-fuer-buergerdienste/wahlamt-volksbegehren/
https://uk.diplo.de/uk-en
https://uk.diplo.de/uk-en/referenduminformation/503770

