
The Scottish Parliament
and the European
Parliament – who
does what?
This leaflet explains the different roles
of the Scottish Parliament and the
European Parliament.
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The European Union is a partnership
of 27 Member States. (There will be 28
when Croatia joins in 2013.) The UK
has been a member since 1973.

The EU is based on a series of
international treaties, signed and
approved by all EU Member States.
The most recent was the Lisbon
Treaty, which came into force in
December 2009.

The day-to-day functioning of the EU
is governed by a series of institutions.
These include the European
Parliament, the European Commission
and the Council of Ministers. EU
institutions are responsible for making
laws that apply across all Member
States, and the UK is represented in all
of these institutions.

Once a law has been agreed at
EU level, it normally has to be
implemented by national governments.
In the UK, this means by the Scottish
Government in the case of devolved
matters, and by the UK Government in
the case of reserved matters.

EU laws covering, for example,
international trade, foreign policy,
consumer protection, energy and
employment are the responsibility of
the UK Government as these are
reserved matters.

EU laws dealing with devolved
matters such as agriculture, fisheries,
the environment, justice and legal
affairs are the responsibility of the
Scottish Government. In these cases,
Members of the Scottish Parliament
(MSPs) are responsible for scrutinising
the Scottish Government’s
implementation of European law.

How does the European
Union (EU) work?



What is the Scottish Parliament?

The Scottish Parliament – often referred
to as Holyrood – is the law-making
body in Scotland for devolved matters.

What does the Scottish Parliament do?

The Scottish Parliament’s main function
is to make laws on devolved matters. It
is also where elected representatives
from across Scotland – known as
MSPs – debate topical issues and
highlight matters of concern on behalf
of the people they represent.

In addition, the Scottish Parliament is
responsible for scrutinising the work,
policies and spending plans of the
Scottish Government (see page 7).

Who sits in the Scottish Parliament?

The Scottish Parliament is made up of
129 MSPs.

Each person in Scotland is represented
by eight MSPs: one constituency MSP
and seven regional MSPs. These
MSPs have equal status in the
Scottish Parliament.

How is the Scottish
Parliament elected?

MSPs are elected using a form of
proportional representation called the
Additional Member System.

The MSPs for the constituency seats
are elected using the first-past-the-post
system. The candidate who gets the
largest number of votes in the
constituency ballot wins the seat.

The Scottish Parliament
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Regional seats are allocated using a
formula known as the d’Hondt formula.
Within each region, this formula takes
into account the number of regional
votes that a party has received and the
number of constituency seats it has
already won.

Independent candidates can stand for
election as well as those representing
a political party.

How often are Scottish
Parliament elections held?

Elections to the Scottish Parliament
normally take place every four years.
However, it is anticipated that the next
election will take place in May 2016.

Where does the Scottish
Parliament meet?

The Scottish Parliament building is
located at Holyrood, at the foot of
Edinburgh's Royal Mile.

What is the Scottish Government?

The Scottish Government is the
government of Scotland for
devolved matters. It is normally
formed from the party or parties
holding most seats in the Scottish
Parliament, and is headed by the
First Minister.

The main role of the Scottish
Government is to formulate and
implement policies on devolved
matters. Often, this will include
drafting proposals for new laws –
known as bills – which must be
approved by the Scottish Parliament
before they can come into force.

You can find out more about the
Scottish Government in the leaflet
‘The Scottish Parliament and the
Scottish Government – what is the
difference?’.
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What is the European Parliament?

The European Parliament is the only
directly-elected EU institution.

What does the European
Parliament do?

The European Parliament makes laws on
EU-wide issues, jointly with the Council of
Ministers. These laws apply in all Member
States of the EU, including the UK.

It also approves the EU budget,
scrutinises the work of the other EU
institutions and must give its consent
to international agreements entered
into by the EU.

Who sits in the European Parliament?

The number of MEPs is set at 751
(although there can be temporary
increases when new countries join the
EU). Currently, 73 MEPs are from the
UK, including six who are elected to
represent Scotland.

How is the European Parliament
elected?

MEPs in the UK (except Northern
Ireland) are elected by a form of
proportional representation that uses
closed regional lists. This means political
parties will have already decided on
the ranking of their candidates on the
list, and voters choose a pre-selected

The European Parliament

What is the Council of Ministers?

The Council of Ministers is where
national Ministers from each EU
Member State meet to adopt laws
and debate and coordinate policies.
It meets in different formations,
based on policy areas. For example,
the Agriculture Council is made up
of all the EUMinisters of Agriculture.

i



1110

What is the European Commission?

The EU doesn't have a government in
the way there is a UK or Scottish
Government. Instead, the European
Commission is the EU's executive
arm. It is made up of a team of
Commissioners – one from each
Member State – and is headed by
a President.

Each Member State nominates a
Commissioner, who is then allocated
a portfolio or area of responsibility
(such as climate change or trade)
by the President. The appointment
of these nominee Commissioners is
subject to the approval ofMEPs.

The European Commission is the
only body that can propose new
EU laws, which are then scrutinised
by the European Parliament and
the Council of Ministers.

i

party list rather than an individual
candidate on that list. As with the
Scottish Parliament, seats are
allocated using the d'Hondt formula.
Depending on the number of votes a
party receives, candidates for that
party will be elected in the order they
appear on the party’s list. Independent
candidates can also stand for election.

How often are European Parliament
elections held?

Elections to the European Parliament
take place every five years. The next
European Parliament elections will be
held in early June 2014.

Where does the European
Parliament meet?

The European Parliament meets mainly
in Brussels (Belgium), but it also holds
monthly sessions in Strasbourg (France).
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Do MEPs represent specific parts of
Scotland?

No, all six Scottish MEPs are elected to
represent the whole of Scotland, rather
than having individual constituencies.

Are MSPs also MEPs?

No, the two roles are entirely separate.
However, it is possible to be elected to
both positions. Individuals who become
both an MSP and an MEP are said to
hold a ‘dual mandate’. To date, no one
has been both an MSP and an MEP at
the same time.

Do bills passed by the Scottish
Parliament have to be approved by
the European Parliament?

No, the Scottish Parliament does not
need EU approval for its bills.
However, it cannot pass laws that
contradict existing EU law.

Frequently asked questions

Do the Scottish and European
Parliaments work in different ways?

Yes and no.

Both the European and Scottish
Parliaments have a system of
specialist committees where new laws
and other matters are scrutinised in
detail. Both also meet in plenary
sessions to debate issues, take the
final decision on proposed new laws
and hold 'Question Time' sessions.

However, there are well over a
hundred different political parties
represented in the European
Parliament, compared to just five
parties in the current Scottish
Parliament. MEPs join big European
political groups with like-minded
parties from other countries, as well as
belonging to their own national party.
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What can my MEPs do for me?

Your MEPs represent you on EU-wide
issues such as your right to travel and
live, work or study in other EU
countries. They can advise on trading
in Europe or about applying for EU
funding. MEPs also welcome contact
from those who want to express their
opinion about draft laws under
consideration in the European
Parliament.

What can my MSPs do for me?

Your MSPs represent you on a range
of devolved matters such as health,
education and housing. You can
contact them to request help or advice
on these issues, or to give your views
on legislation going through the
Scottish Parliament.

How can I follow what goes on in
the European Parliament and
Scottish Parliament?

The European Parliament and Scottish
Parliament publish all their agendas
online and their meetings are streamed
live on their websites. The European
Parliament Office in Edinburgh can
provide information on European
Parliament activities and advise you if
you would like to visit the European
Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg.
Public Information at the Scottish
Parliament can provide information on
MSPs and the work of the Scottish
Parliament. You can also keep up to
date by following both parliaments on
Twitter or by requesting their regular
newsletters and bulletins. (Contact
details are on the back cover.)



For more information, please contact:

The European Parliament

Telephone 0131 557 7866
Email epedinburgh@ep.europa.eu
Website www.europarl.org.uk/edinburgh
Twitter twitter.com/Europarl_EN
Facebook www.facebook.com/

europeanparliament

The Scottish Parliament

Telephone 0800 092 7500
0131 348 5000

Fòn 0131 348 5395 (Gàidhlig)
Text 07786 209888
Email sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk
Website www.scottish.parliament.uk
Twitter twitter.com/ScotParl
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