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A. EUROPEAN COMMISSION:

1. Towards a new Energy Strategy for Europe 2011-2020. Stock taking document. Public Consultation. EC DG Energy. 7 May 2010. (Available in EN).
The services of DG Energy have prepared a stock taking document with issues for consideration for further action. 
Objective of the consultation: The overall goal of European energy policy is to ensure that consumers and enterprises obtain safe, secure, sustainable and low-carbon energy at affordable and competitive prices. The challenges of global energy security and energy geopolitics, slow progress in combating climate change at the global level, the urge to recover on growth and jobs in the EU and the need to invest in tomorrow's energy networks call for a new Energy Strategy to further deliver on those objectives.

2. On the implementation of the Trans-European energy networks in the period 2007-2009. Report from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. COM(2010)0203 final. 4 May 2010. (Available in 22 languages).

The TEN-E has made a positive contribution to selected projects by giving them political visibility and helping leverage funds from the financial market. However, the European energy policy framework has undergone a dramatic change in the recent years, calling for a thorough review of both the concept and rationale of the TEN-E framework. Already in 2008, the European Commission's Green Paper on energy networks suggested that a new instrument was required to tackle the growing challenges of energy security and network investment in the EU. This report substantiates theses arguments further. 

3. Climate change: European Union notifies EU emission reduction targets following Copenhagen Accord. Press release. IP/10/97. 28 January 2010. (Available in 22 languages).
The EU has today formalised its support for the Copenhagen Accord on climate change and presented its commitments for emission reduction targets. The Commission has formally notified the EU's willingness to be associated with the Accord and submitted for information the EU's established greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for 2020. These consist of a unilateral commitment to reduce the EU's overall emissions by 20% of 1990 levels and a conditional offer to increase this cut to 30% provided that other major emitters agree to take on their fair share of a global reduction effort.
4. The Covenant of Mayors - Achievements and way forward. SPEECH/10/205. OETTINGER, Günther. 4 May 2010. (Available in DE&EN).
In the view of Commissioner Günther Öttinger, "The Covenant of Mayors is fundamentally a key instrument of the EU energy policy". He added that it will reinforce the principle of subsidiarity because the cities and regions are best suited to fight climate change. They know best how to create jobs and improve citizen well-being. All together, the EU institutions and the EU regions and cities "have the capacity to provide solutions and ensure a much better future for the citizens of Europe and the world".
5. On the implementation of the European Energy Programme for Recovery. Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. COM(2010) 0191 final. 27 April 2010. (Available in 22 languages).

The EEPR was adopted by the Commission on 26 November 2008 as a response to the economic and financial crisis in Europe. The Plan called for coordinated national action, complemented by direct EU action, aimed at injecting purchasing power and boosting demand in the economy. It is too early to assess the results of the programme. However, even at this stage of its implementation, a first qualitative appreciation of the impact of the EEPR is possible: the success of the call for proposals must be stressed. The high number and quality of the proposals received confirms the relevance of the EEPR approach and the readiness of the industry.

6. Questions and answers on the European Energy Programme for Recovery. MEMO/10/63. Brussels, 4 March 2010. (Available in EN).
The European Commission selected today 43 major energy projects, which will significantly contribute to the economic recovery in the EU, while increasing our security of energy supply by creating cross-border infrastructure. With today's decision, the Commission grants € 2.3 billion to 31 gas and 12 electricity projects. This is the second financial decision under the Economic Recovery Package which amounts to almost 4 billion Euros. It is the largest amount the EU has ever spent on energy infrastructure.

7. On mobilising Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to facilitate the transition to an energy-efficient, low-carbon economy. Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. COM(2009)111 final. 12 March 2009. (Available in 22 languages).
This Communication describes measures aimed at fully exploiting the potential of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). The objective is to reduce carbon footprints in all sectors of society and the economy whilst maintaining high energy efficiency. In December 2008, the Union confirmed its commitment to make a reduction of 20 % in its carbon emissions by 2020. The economic and financial crisis has reinforced its will to pursue these objectives and to build a more sustainable economy in the long term. ICTs have a major role to play in attaining these objectives since they are present in virtually all parts of the economy and could contribute to increasing productivity by more than 40 %.

8. Green Paper - Towards a secure, sustainable and competitive European energy network. COM(2008)782 final. 13 November 2008. (Available in 22 languages).
Through this Green Paper, the Commission launches a public consultation with a view to developing a new strategic approach to energy networks which aims to achieve the climate and energy objectives of the European Union. At the present time, European energy networks require significant modernisation as well as the development of east-west and north-south connections so as to ensure energy security in the European Union. Consequently, this Green Paper opens a debate on the establishment of a clear and stable legal framework aimed at increasing solidarity and security in the supply of energy in the European Union.
9. Energy efficiency: delivering the 20% target. Communication from the Commission. COM/2008/0772 final. 13 November 2008. (Available in 22 languages).
The Commission recognises the great potential that National Energy Efficiency Action Plans (NEEAPs) could play to help with reducing emissions of greenhouse gases, increasing the competitiveness of European businesses and improving energy security of the EU. Given the growing importance of energy saving to energy security and sustainable development of the EU, the Commission would welcome Member States taking the initiative to further improve their current NEEAPs (eg. add/improve measures for important areas/sectors not sufficiently covered in their current plans, provide further details of planned actions, etc).

10. Energising Europe: A real market with secure supply. Press release. IP/07/1361. 19 September 2007. (Available in 22 languages).
The European Commission has adopted a third package of legislative proposals to ensure a real and effective choice of supplier and benefits to every single EU citizen. The Commission's proposals put consumer choice, fairer prices, cleaner energy and security of supply at the centre of its approach.
11. An energy policy for Europe. Communication from the Commission to the European Council and the European Parlaiment. COM(2007)0001 final. 10 January 2007. (Available in 22 languages).
A European Energy Policy will firmly commit the European Union (EU) to a low consumption economy based on more secure, more competitive and more sustainable energy. Priority energy objectives involve ensuring the smooth functioning of the internal market in energy, security of strategic supply, concrete reductions in greenhouse gas emissions caused by the production or consumption of energy and the EU's ability to speak with a single voice on the international stage.

12. Limiting global climate change to 2 degrees Celsius - The way ahead for 2020 and beyond. Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. COM(2007)0002 final. 10 January 2007. (Available in 22 languages).
The Commission assesses the costs and benefits of combating climate change and recommends a package of measures to limit global warming to 2° Celsius. Some of the measures apply to the EU, such as the binding target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and measures on energy, and others have a broader international scope, such as negotiating an international agreement.

13. Green Paper - A European strategy for sustainable, competitive and secure energy. COM(2006) 105 final. 8 March 2006. (Available in 19 languages).
In this Green Paper, the Commission proposes a common European energy policy which will enable Europe to face the energy supply challenges of the future and the effects these will have on growth and the environment. The European Union (EU) must act quickly and effectively in six priority areas to ensure that it has an energy supply which is sustainable, competitive and secure. The internal market, energy efficiency, research and an external policy will all contribute to making Europe a strong player on the international stage.
B. EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT:

14. Towards a new EEC. Declaration on the creation of a European Energy Community. BUZEK, Jerzy, DELORS, Jacques. Brussels, 5 May 2010. (Available in 22 languages).
"Climate protection and the rising costs for exploiting fossil energy resources urge us to invest much more in research and development of new green technologies", says Jerzy Buzek. "These great investments only can be secured by the European Community and is the key to the new industrial revolution that will contribute to Europe's emergence from the economic crisis". "Such a Community should also be based upon the value of solidarity as was the case 60 years ago.

15. Assessing Euratom: 50 years of European nuclear energy policy. European Parliament resolution. INI/2006/2230. 10 May 2007. (Available in 22 languages).
The European Parliament adopted a resolution based on the own-initiative report drawn up by Eugenijus MALDEIKIS (UEN, LT) entitled "Assessing Euratom - 50 Years of European nuclear energy policy". The report examined the extent to which the Euratom Treaty remains a suitable legal framework for nuclear energy activities and whether it can contribute to Europe's economic competitiveness, energy independence and security of supply.

16. Energy policy: general principles. Fact Sheets on the European Union. Common Policies. BURSI, Camilla. EP DG IPOL. September 2009. (Available in DE, EN, FR).
Challenges facing Europe in the energy field include issues such as increasing import dependency, limited diversification, high and volatile energy prices, growing global energy demand, security risks affecting producing and transit countries, growing threats of climate change, slow progress in energy efficiency and the use of renewables, need for increased transparency, further integration and interconnection on energy markets. A variety of measures aiming at achieving an integrated energy market, security of energy supply and sustainability of the energy sector are at the core of the European energy policy.

C. COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION:

17. Towards a new Energy Strategy for Europe 2011-2020. PRESS - Council Conclusions. 3017th Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council meeting. 31 May 2010. (Available in EN, FR).
The Council stressed the key role that energy policy is playing to promote a more energy and resource-efficient, sustainable, low carbon, secure, and competitive Europe in the framework of the Europe 2020 new strategy for jobs and growth.

18. The EU establishes a common binding framework on nuclear safety. Press release. 25 June 2009. (Available in DE, EN, FR).

The EU has the largest number of nuclear power plants in the world and today, a number of Member States plan investments or life extensions of nuclear power plants. In the context of an enlarged EU there is therefore a need for a common approach to guarantee the highest level of nuclear safety. The revised nuclear safety Directive, tabled by the Commission on 26 November 2008 and adopted today by the Council, is an adequate response to this need. The European Parliament and the European Economic and Social Committee have overwhelmingly endorsed this approach.

D. RESEARCH PAPERS:

19. Towards a European energy community: A Policy Proposal. Policy Proposal by Jacques Delors. WOUDE, Marc van der, HANCHER, Leigh, ANDOURA, Sami. Notre Europe. N° 76. April 2010.

Relying on the conclusions that the existing European energy policy is suboptimal, the report puts forward a policy proposal for a genuine ‘European Energy Community’. It explains why and what type of action is required to develop such Energy Community, identifying both the substantial elements which it should ideally cover and the legal and institutional policy instruments at the EU’s disposal for developing it. The report finally examines how this model could be best achieved and develops several recommendations to that effect.

20. RE-thinking 2050: a 100% renewable energy vision for the European Union. ERVOS, Arthouros, LINS, Christine, MUTH, Josche. EREC. April 2010.
Europe must prepare the ground for a 100% renewable energy future, starting today. RE-thinking 2050 outlines a pathway towards a 100% renewable energy supply system by 2050 and clearly shows that it is not a matter of technology, but rather a matter of making the right choices today to shape tomorrow. The challenge ahead of us is huge, but we have no choice if we want to act responsibly towards future generations.

21. A new paradigm for the European Energy Policy. Fondation Robert Schuman. N° 162/163. VEZRENC, Thomas. 22 March 2010.

Two issues have altered the Commission's framework of the liberalisation policy initiated in the 1990s: During the 2000s, the fight against global warming has gradually emerged as a political priority for the EU, and fears have emerged about the safety of European energy supplies. By the need to integrate these new elements, the European energy policy is facing challenges and expectations of heterogeneous nature. A section dedicated to energy in the Lisbon Treaty alone will not be enough to solve these sometimes conflicting expectations.

22. A smart EU energy policy. Final report. JONG, Jacques de, GLACHANT, Jean-Michel, HAFNER, Manfred. CIEP, EUI, FEEM, WP. April 2010.
The project consisted of three workshops where academics discussed the various interactions between the three core objectives of EU energy policy with stakeholders from governments, regulators, and industry. Following the three workshops a conference took place to examine the workshop reports and to formulate overall project conclusions and recommendations. The objective of the project was to come out with a set of “smart” conclusions and recommendations for the 2010 EU energy policy review.
23. European energy: The 'solidarity' conundrum. HULBERT, Matthew, MOECKLI Daniel. Center for Security Studies (CSS). March 2010.
European energy policy is critically flawed. It has proven impossible to square the circle between security of supply, greater sustainability, and affordable prices. Despite claims of 'solidarity', national politics still trumps the 'European good' on energy matters. Progressing liberalisation remains important for competition and resilience, but Europe's real challenge is to re-level the low carbon technology playing field to properly realign global emission concerns and security of supply in future.

24. Europeans and nuclear safety. Special Eurobarometer 324. By TNS OPINION & SOCIAL at the request of DG TREN, 2010. (Available in EN).

In order to contribute to an open debate on the issue of nuclear energy, in 2007 the European Commission launched the European Nuclear Energy Forum (ENEF), a platform aiming to promote broad discussion, free of any taboos, on issues of transparency as well as the opportunities and risks of nuclear energy. This survey covers both the wider theme of nuclear issues in general and the topic of nuclear safety in particular.

25. Covenant of Mayors. 2010.
The European Union (EU) is leading the global fight against climate change, and has made it a top priority. Its ambitious targets are spelt out in the EU Climate Action and Energy Package, which commits Member States to curb their CO2 emissions by at least 20% by 2020. Signatories of the Covenant of Mayors contribute to these policy objectives through a formal commitment to go beyond this target through the implementation of their Sustainable Energy Action Plan.
26. Future energy systems in Europe. By KAFOED-WIUFF, Anders, FILIPPIDIS, Alexandros and KARLSSON, Kenneth, MORO, Sara for EP STOA. October 2009. 
The project explores two essentially different developments of the European energy systems: a Small-tech scenario and a Big-tech scenario aiming at achieving 2 goals for 2030: reducing CO2 emissions by 50% compared to the 1990 level, and reducing oil consumption by 50% compared to the present level. Project recommendations, e.g: saving energy, stimulate the development of district heating/district cooling grids, integration of variable renewable energy sources, strengthening/coordinating the European electricity infrastructure, transformation in the transport sector, new resources. Also effort is required to researching and developing technologies (wave and solar power, Carbon Capture and Storage and safe nuclear power).

27. Electricity Consumption and Efficiency Trends in European Union. Status report 2009. EC Joint Research Centre. BERTOLDI, Paolo, ATANASIU, Bogdan. 2009.

Over the period 2004-2007 EU-27 energy and electricity consumption trends in the residential sector remained rather stable. From the first time since 1990, the final electricity consumption in 2007 was lower than in the previous year in the residential sector and almost constant in the tertiary sector. This may be seen as an indication that energy efficiency policies and measures start to be effective. However, it is too early to conclude this unambiguously, given that winters were rather warm in this period and the climate has a great impact over the electricity and energy consumption (for heating but not only).

28. Energy Sector in Europe. STAWIŃSKA, Aleksandra. eurostat N° 72. 2009.

In 2006, the roughly 22 thousand enterprises in the EU-27's energy sector generated turnover of approximately EUR 885 billion and employed over 1.2 million persons, i.e. 3% of the total industrial workforce. At the same time, these enterprises generated a value added of EUR 180 billion, 9% of total industry. Between 2000 and 2006, apparent labour productivity increased by 57% and the total number of enterprises in the energy sector increased by 52%. The highest increase was observed in Spain, Portugal and Hungary. The highest investment rates in the energy sector were reported by Slovakia and Romania.

29. Memo to the new Commissioner for Energy. ZACHMANN, Georg. Bruegel Institute, N° 16. December 2009.

With respect to the aims outlined in the EU’s Green Paper and the Energy Action Plan the results of European energy policy in the last years have been mixed: complex but ambitious compromises (greenhouse gas reduction targets), clear and feasible compromises (renewables), unhurried but steady progress in some areas (internal electricity market), no breakthrough in other important fields (internal gas market) and a dangerously passive stance in crucial subjects (R&D). While liberalisation of energy markets and combating climate change will remain top priorities, securing energy supplies and energy-price issues might temporarily lose some appeal due to the crisis-induced dip in energy demand.

30. European energy and transport. Trends to 2030 - update 2007. CAPROS, P., MANTZOS, L., PAPANDREOU, V., TASIOS, N. By the ICCS-NTUA, E3M-Lab for DG TREN. 8 April 2008.

The 2007 Baseline shows several challenges ahead for energy policy; hence stepping up policies in various fields is needed. This concerns in particular energy efficiency to curtail energy demand growth as well as action on renewables to achieve agreed targets, to further diversify energy supply and reduce CO2 emissions. Member-States need to do more compared with the 2007 Baseline. This holds even more for the follow up of the ambitious targets for 2020 agreed at the spring European Council of March 2007 (at least 20% greenhouse gas reduction, mandatory target of 20% for renewables).
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