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Libraries" The visit was organised on the 
initiative of Alfredo de Feo and his 
colleagues in the European Parliament 
library. Almost 60 participants from 
parliamentary chambers of all EU and 
candidate countries took part in the 
seminar which combined theoretical and 
practical aspects.

The seminar allowed for an extremely 
valuable exchange of views and practices 
between participants. At the end of the 
visit, all concerned felt they had gained a 
useful insight into how in their respective 
libraries they could further enhance the 
service provided to both Members and 
staff. A further bonus result of the 
meeting, providing real 'added value' was 
the setting up of a network where the 

exchange of best practices could continue 
in the future.

8. At a glance: National Parliaments 

France has occupied the EU Presidency of 
the Council during the second semester of 
2008 and in following recent tradition, the 
Presidency activities include a distinctive 
Parliamentary dimension. This is mainly 
seen in the organisation of a range of inter-
parliamentary events.

The French Parliament (National 
Assembly and Senate) has even created a 
special web page www.parlement-
ue2008.fr where it's possible to find 
information on these EU parliamentary 
events. 

The recent reform of the French 
Constitution also impacted on the French 
Parliament and its European activities. The 
previous Delegations of the National 
Assembly and the Senate for EU matters 
are now become Parliamentary 
Committees on EU affairs.
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