
 

EU strategy for Syria 

The conflict in Syria is now in its eighth year. 
An estimated 500 000 Syrians have been 
killed since the outbreak of civil war in 
March 2011, over 6.6 million people have 
been internally displaced, and nearly 
14 million need humanitarian assistance. 
More than 5.6 million more have sought 
refuge in neighbouring countries and 
beyond. About a million Syrians have 
moved to Europe. 

The Syrian crisis is one of the world's worst 
humanitarian disasters. The EU and its 
Member States have together given over 
€10.8 billion in humanitarian, 
development, economic and stabilisation 
assistance since the start of the crisis, making the EU the leading donor for Syrians. The EU also remains one 
of the main supporters of UN-led efforts to reach a political solution to the conflict.  

The EU adopted a strategy for Syria in 2017. It lays down six strategic objectives for ending the conflict and 
helping the Syrian people, to guide EU action. The EU is seeking an end to the war through a genuine political 
transition negotiated by the parties to the conflict under the auspices of the United Nations. It also wants to 
promote a meaningful and inclusive transition in Syria, by strengthening the political opposition. Moreover, 
the EU is seeking to save lives by addressing the humanitarian needs of the most vulnerable Syrians across the 
country. It also aims to promote democracy, human rights and freedom of speech by strengthening Syrian civil 
society organisations, promoting accountability for war crimes, and supporting the resilience of the Syrian 
population and Syrian society. 

 

Further information 

 Legislative Train Schedule, EU Strategy for Syria 

 European Parliament resolution on Syria 

 The EU and the crisis in Syria 

 The Madad Fund 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-europe-as-a-stronger-global-actor/file-eu-strategy-for-syria
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2016-0382+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-Homepage/22664/eu-and-crisis-syria_en
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/eutf_syria_factsheet-english.pdf

