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The promotion and protection of children's rights is one of the key objectives embedded in Article 3(3) of the Treaty 
on European Union. Moreover, Article 24 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU recognises that children 
are entitled to 'protection and care as is necessary for their well-being'. The same article recognises that the child's 
best interests should be the primary consideration for public authorities and private institutions. Over the years, 
the EU has moved from a sectoral approach towards a more coherent policy approach. Whereas initially, children's 
rights were developed in relation to specific areas such as the free movement of persons, since 2000 the EU has 
taken a more coordinated line. The EU has its own legal and policy framework on children's rights and child 
protection, as well as an overall strategy for work in this area. 
 
Children's rights in the EU in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Briefing by Rosamund Shreeves, EPRS, November 2022 
The promotion and protection of children's rights is one of the key objectives embedded in Article 3(3) of the 
Treaty on European Union. Moreover, Article 24 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU recognises that 
children are entitled to 'protection and care as is necessary for their well-being'. The same article recognises 
that the child's best interests should be the primary consideration for public authorities and private institutions. 
Over the years, the EU has moved from a sectoral approach towards a more coherent policy approach. Whereas 
initially, children's rights were developed in relation to specific areas, since 2000 the EU has taken a more 
coordinated line, currently framed in the EU Strategy on the Rights of the Child adopted in March 2021.  
 

Overall measures of child wellbeing in Europe 

EU contribution to the fight against child poverty 
'At a glance' note by Marie Lecerf, EPRS, October 2022 
At more than one in five, the number of children at risk of poverty in the European Union (EU) remains high. 
Growing up in poverty has a detrimental effect, not only on children's attainment in school but also on health 
and on the ability to integrate socially during adolescence, and can continue into later life. The EU supports the 
fight against poverty through various funds and programmes, including the 2021 European Child Guarantee 
Scheme. 
 
Implementing the European Child Guarantee 
'At a glance' note by Marketa Pape and Lucille Killmayer, EPRS, October 2022 
The aim of the European Child Guarantee, established by the Council recommendation of June 2021, is to help 
fight child poverty by securing access to basic services for vulnerable children. EU Member States were to submit 
their action plans by March 2022, outlining how they intend to implement the guarantee by 2030. The national 
action plans delivered so far vary in approach, content and scope, raising questions such as how to measure 
progress and ensure implementation, given the lack of EU enforcement powers. 
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World Day Against Child Labour 
'At a glance' note by Kristina Grosek, EPRS, June 2022 
The International Labour Organization introduced the World Day Against Child Labour in 2002, as part of their 
efforts to eradicate this unacceptable phenomenon. The day is observed annually on 12 June, and this year the 
theme is 'Universal Social Protection to End Child Labour'. It is also an opportunity to consider measures taken 
at international and EU level. 
 
Young people in the EU: A demographic snapshot  
'At a glance' note by Ivana Katsarova and Samy Chahri, EPRS, April 2022 
Why should young people in the EU worry about demographic change? For one thing, because the share of 
children and young people in the total population has been decreasing, while the share of elderly people 
continues to grow. Adding these figures up means today's children are expected to face an increased burden 
in supporting the remainder of the population as they grow up and move into work. 
 
Participation in early education and care 
Briefing by Denise Chircop and Eulalia Claros, EPRS, September 2021 
Following research findings on the positive impact of early childhood education, EU education ministers set a 
participation target for 2030 of 96 % of all children aged three years and over. This will depend on having 
enough places that are accessible and affordable. At the same time, the quality of provision is just as important 
to reap the potential benefits. This infographic looks at the current participation of young children in early 
childhood education and what Member States are doing to improve upon it. 
 
Next generation or lost generation? Children, young people and the pandemic 
Briefing by Nora Milotay, Samy Chahri and Giulio Sabbati, EPRS, December 2020 
The next generation, sometimes referred to as 'Generation Z' or 'Gen Z', includes children and young people 
born after 1995/1996. Also known as the 'iGeneration', they are the first digital natives: they have grown up 
with smartphones and tablets, and most have internet access at home. While, in the EU, they are the most 
diverse generation when it comes to their origins, and best educated, in terms of level of education, they are 
the most vulnerable, including on the labour market. They are the generation most at risk of poverty, and worst 
affected by the lack of intergenerational earning mobility. In addition, they have been hardest hit by the 
coronavirus crisis, following school closures and also job losses. The negative trends this generation was facing 
prior to the pandemic solidified during the outbreak and the lockdown measures. 
 

Protecting children from violence, abuse and exploitation 

European Day on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse 
'At a glance' note by Sofija Voronova, EPRS, November 2022 
18 November marks the European Day on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual 
Abuse – a Council of Europe initiative aimed at raising awareness of the need to protect children from these 
heinous crimes. Child sexual exploitation and abuse, especially online, increased dramatically in the last decade 
– a trend accelerated by the Covid-19 pandemic. This serves to highlight the need for harmonised legislation 
and international cooperation to prevent these offences, protect the victims and prosecute the perpetrators. 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-parliamentary-research-service
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://www.pinterest.com/epinfographics/eprs/
https://twitter.com/EP_ThinkTank
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpBeaEkpytvBHzHzcck0VyQ
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://twitter.com/EP_ThinkTank
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690665/EPRS_ATA(2021)690665_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/729400/EPRS_ATA(2022)729400_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696210/EPRS_BRI(2021)696210_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659404/EPRS_BRI(2020)659404_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)698789


 

  

FOLLOW EPRS european parliamentary research service 

http://epthinktank.eu EPINFOGRAPHICS/EPRS 

@EP_thinktank european parliamentary research service 

 

The Istanbul Convention: A tool for combating violence against women and girls 
'At a glance' note by Rosamund Shreeves, EPRS, November 2022 
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic 
violence (Istanbul Convention) is the first instrument in Europe to set legally binding standards specifically to 
prevent gender-based violence, protect victims of such violence and punish perpetrators. The EU signed the 
Istanbul Convention in June 2017, and EU accession to the Convention is a priority in the EU 2020-2025 gender 
equality strategy. Accession now requires a Council Decision and prior consent by the European Parliament. 
Parliament adopted an interim resolution in September 2017 and continues to review progress. In parallel, it 
also supports the introduction of EU legislation to combat gender-based violence. 
 
The new European strategy for a better internet for kids (BIK+) 
Briefing by Maria Niestadt, EPRS, September 2022 
Digital technologies are playing an increasing role in children's lives. Although the internet provides many 
opportunities for kids to learn and explore, to be creative or to interact with their friends and family, it also 
entails many risks, such as cyberbullying, age-inappropriate content, disinformation and sexual abuse. The BIK+ 
strategy aims to ensure privacy, safety and security for children online, including through media literacy 
campaigns and an EU code of conduct on age-appropriate design. To respect children's views and enable them 
to make their voices heard in the digital environment, children will be actively involved in the creation of this 
code and other actions. 
 
Metaverse: Opportunities, risks and policy implications 
Briefing by Tambiama Madiega, Polona Car and Maria Niestadt with Louise Van de Pol, EPRS, June 2022 
One of the most talked-about concepts in modern technology, the metaverse can be described as an immersive 
and constant virtual 3D world where people interact by means of an avatar to carry out a wide range of activities. 
While the exact scope and impact of the metaverse on society and on the economy is still unknown, it can 
already be seen that the metaverse will open up a range of opportunities but also a number of risks in a variety 
of policy areas. The metaverse holds the promise of offering children a unique experience. However, it will be 
important to find ways to use the metaverse alongside the real world in ways that preserve real teacher-child, 
caregiver-child, and child-child social relationships. If the metaverse is left unregulated, it may cause children 
significant harm. 
 
Squaring privacy rules with measures to combat child sexual abuse online 
'At a glance' note by Hendrik Mildebrath, EPRS, July 2021 
With internet-based communications services, such as webmail, messaging services and internet telephony, 
becoming subject to the strict confidentiality requirements of the e-Privacy Directive, providers' deployments 
of specific technologies to detect, report and remove child sexual abuse material online now appear unlawful. 
To accommodate such practices, the European Commission proposed a regulation that would temporarily 
exempt them from certain provisions of the e-Privacy Directive, without, however, stipulating the legality of 
these practices with respect to the wider EU data protection framework. 
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Curbing the surge in online child abuse: The dual role of digital technology in fighting and facilitating 
its proliferation 
Briefing by Mar Negreiro, EPRS, November 2020 
The volume of child abuse materials circulating on the internet has increased dramatically during the pandemic, 
as both children and child sex offenders spend more time, and interact more, online. Enabled by digital 
technologies, child sex offenders have tapped into opportunities that were previously unavailable to 
communicate freely and directly with each other and with children, creating online communities where they 
share their crimes. Today, they can reach children via webcams, connected devices and chat rooms in social 
media and video games, while remaining anonymous thanks to technologies such as cloud computing, the dark 
web, end-to-end encryption and streaming. There has been a rise in grooming and sextortion incidents. 
 

Protecting the rights of children on the move 

Disappearance of migrant children in Europe 
'At a glance' note by Micaela Del Monte and Maria Margarita Mentzelopoulou, EPRS, September 2022 
According to Europol, in 2016 and since the start of the so-called 'refugee crisis', at least 10 000 migrant and 
refugee children went missing after arriving in Europe. Many of them were exploited and abused for sexual or 
labour purposes. In the following years, similar alarming figures were reported. Against this background, the 
European Parliament stressed on several occasions the need to address the disappearance of migrant children 
in the EU. More recently, the conflict in Ukraine and the subsequent mass displacement and chaos have led to 
a further deterioration of the situation, creating opportunities for criminal networks to take advantage of 
vulnerable people, and of children in particular. 
 
Unaccompanied migrant children in Greece 
Briefing by Maria Margarita Mentzelopoulou, EPRS, April 2022 
Since the beginning of the migration crisis in 2015, growing numbers of unaccompanied children have been 
seeking protection in Europe. With increased migratory pressure in Greece along the EU's external border with 
Turkey at the beginning of 2020, and following the Greek government's official request for support, the 
European Commission launched a relocation scheme to speed up relocation of unaccompanied minors from 
the Greek islands to other EU Member States. 
 
Child migrants: Irregular entry and asylum 
Briefing by Maria Díaz Crego and Györgyi Mácsai, EPRS, February 2022 
The number of migrant children has been rising globally since the turn of the century. According to estimates 
by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, in 2020 35.5 million children were living 
outside their country of birth, 11.5 million more than in 2000. Child migration takes many forms, from regular 
family reunification to forced and traumatic migration. This infographic focuses exclusively on forced and 
irregular movements of migrant children to the EU. 
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Vulnerability of unaccompanied and separated child migrants 
Briefing by Anja Radjenovic, EPRS, April 2021 
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has estimated that the number of migrant children increased from 
24 million during the 1990-2000 period to 33 million in 2019. In 2019 alone, some 33 200 children arrived in 
southern European countries, of which some 9 000 (27 %) were unaccompanied or separated from family 
member(s) on the journey. There are various reasons why a child may be unaccompanied or get separated, 
including persecution of the child or the parents; international conflict and civil war; human trafficking and 
smuggling, including sale by parents; accidental separation from the parents over the course of their journey; 
and searching for better economic opportunities. Despite the existence of a comprehensive international legal 
framework on children's rights and their protection, irregular migrant children, especially those who are 
unaccompanied or who have been separated from their parents over their journey, face numerous obstacles 
and challenges during and after the migration process. 
 

War on Ukraine 

Russia's war on Ukraine: The situation of children in and outside Ukraine 
Briefing by Micaela Del Monte and Maria Margarita Mentzelopoulou, EPRS, May 2022 (also in French) 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has forced hundreds of thousands of people to flee the country, and children and 
women are bearing the most adverse consequences of the war. According to UNICEF, almost half of those 
fleeing are minors and in need of enhanced protection, as they run a bigger risk of falling victim to trafficking 
and exploitation. In response to the plight of Ukraine's civilian population, which is being subjected to shelling 
and violence, the international humanitarian community has quickly mobilised efforts and resources to provide 
support. 
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