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Oceans are not only a primary source of food, they are central to the carbon cycle, regulate the climate and produce 
most of the oxygen in the air we breathe. In recent years, ocean pollution has rightly been receiving more attention. 
The 'blue economy', covering traditional sectors such as fisheries, extraction of oil and gas, maritime transport and 
coastal tourism, as well as new industries such as renewable ocean energy and blue biotechnology, holds great 
promise for economic growth and employment creation. The common fisheries policy and the integrated maritime 
policy, ensuring a coordinated approach to blue-economy sectors, are key established EU policies that aim to 
enhance the sustainable development of the maritime economy. They are complemented by international 
commitments and recent policy initiatives, such as the directive on single-use plastics to reduce marine litter. On the 
occasion of World Oceans Day on 8 June 2021, the following publications of the European Parliamentary Research 
Service provide background information and analysis. 
 

EU climate action in ocean governance and fisheries policy 
Briefing by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, April 2021 
Marine resources are a vital and growing source of food for human consumption, while oceans also play an 
important role in climate regulation. Scientific evidence shows that the climate system has changed rapidly in 
recent decades, with the oceans greatly mitigating the effects of climate change by absorbing excess heat and 
human-made carbon emissions. The velocity of the effects of climate change leaves little room for adaptation, 
causing both a decline in abundance and geographic shifts in fish populations. As a result, people who rely heavily 
on seafood and fisheries for their livelihoods run the risk of income loss and food insecurity. The European Green 
Deal places climate action at the heart of a wide range of new legislative and non-legislative initiatives and 
includes ambitious goals such as achieving climate-neutrality by 2050 and preserving and protecting biodiversity. 
 

The blue economy: Overview and EU policy framework 
In-depth analysis by Frederik Scholaert, Vasileios Margaras, Marketa Pape and Alex B. Wilson, EPRS, January 2020 
The blue economy encompasses all economic activities relating to oceans and seas. It employs over 4 million 
people in the EU and its landscape is evolving rapidly. Some traditional sectors are in decline while other sectors, 
both established and emerging, are showing strong potential for growth and innovation. This paper focuses on 
the EU policy framework and the various EU initiatives and actions linked to the blue economy. 
 

Offshore wind energy in Europe 
Briefing by Alex Benjamin Wilson, EPRS, October 2020 
Offshore wind is a highly promising renewable energy source that could make a major contribution to global and 
European efforts to decarbonise the economy by 2050 and keep global warming to around 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels, as set out in the Paris Climate Change Agreement. The European Commission expects the EU to 
produce at least 240 gigawatts of global offshore wind power capacity by 2050, while international organisations 
specialising in the energy field are even more optimistic about the prospects of this energy source. 
 

Decarbonising maritime transport: The EU perspective 
Briefing by Marketa Pape, EPRS, October 2020 
International maritime transport is the backbone of the global economy. However, vessels release emissions that 
pollute the air and contribute significantly to global warming. As shipping is forecast to grow, reducing these 
emissions is urgent in order not to undermine emissions-reducing efforts in other areas, to keep humans healthy, 
preserve the environment and limit climate change. Although international shipping was not explicitly mentioned 
in the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement, efforts to make shipping cleaner and greener have since progressed. 
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Further reading: 
World Oceans Day 2020 
'At a glance' note by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, June 2020 
European Maritime, Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund 
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, April 2021 
Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
Infographic by Irina Popescu, EPRS, March 2021 
Revising the fisheries control system 
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Irina Popescu, EPRS, March 2021 
Support for the fishing and aquaculture sectors in the coronavirus crisis 
'At a glance' note by Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, April 2020 
Monitoring, reporting and verification of CO2 emissions from maritime transport 
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Gregor Erbach, EPRS, October 2020 
EU climate action policy: Responding to the global emergency 
Study by Gregor Erbach et al., EPRS, March 2021 
The African Union's blue strategy 
'At a glance' note by Eric Pichon, EPRS, March 2019 
EU-UK relations in fisheries 
In-depth analysis by Irina Popescu and Frederik Scholaert, EPRS, February 2021 
Brexit adjustment reserve 
'EU legislation in progress' briefing by Christiaan van Lierop, EPRS, May 2021 
Towards a more resilient Europe post-coronavirus: Options to enhance the EU's resilience to structural risks 
Study by EPRS with the Directorates-General for Internal Policies and External Policies, April 2021 
 

More in the Graphics Warehouse: 
 

Projected changes in fisheries catch potential (colour scale in waters) under the high emission scenario 
and fish as a proportion of animal-sourced food (colour scale on land) 

 
Source: 2019 IPCC report on oceans and cryosphere (SROCC, Chapter 5, Figure 5.21). 
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