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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

This report, which covers the year 2009, concerns the implementation by Parliament of 

Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 

2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission 

documents
1
. It was prepared in accordance with Article 17(1) thereof and Rule 104(7) of 

Parliament's Rules of Procedure.  

 

The statistical tables at the end of the document show how implementation of the 

regulation developed over the three years prior to 2009.  

 

II. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS AND REGISTER WEBSITE 

1.  Proposal for a new list of categories of document that may be accessed 

directly and revision of Parliament’s rules on public access to documents 

 

Parliament’s new Rules of Procedure, which came into force in July 2009
2
, no longer 

include the list of EP documents that may be accessed directly by the public (formerly 

Annex XV to the Rules of Procedure, adopted in plenary).  

 

Instead, in accordance with the new provisions of Rule 104(3) of the Rules of Procedure, 

the categories of document that are directly accessible have been set out in a list adopted 

by the Bureau, which appears on Parliament’s website. The decision to make the Bureau, 

rather than plenary, responsible for adopting the list, was taken in the interests of 

maximum flexibility with regard to changes in its content. 

 

A proposal was accordingly submitted to the Bureau in early 2010 and the text finally 

adopted will be considered at the time of the next annual report. 

 

The next step, in accordance with the Bureau decision of 28 November 2001
3
 

establishing the rules governing public access to EP documents, will be for the Secretary-

General to adopt and/or adjust the internal implementing measures needed to ensure that 

all references to documents drawn up by Parliament are recorded in the electronic register 

of references of documents. It is thus likely that the rules currently in force will be 

revised during 2010 and 2011. 

 

2.  Electronic register: user satisfaction survey 

 

At the end of 2009, the Register database contained 310 760 references (1 998 330 files) 

compared with 262 000 a year previously – an increase of more than 18% – and 90% of 

the documents are directly accessible for downloading via the Internet. Of the 10% of 

documents not directly accessible, the great majority fall into the category of 

parliamentary mail. 

 

                                                 
1
 OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43. 

2
 Decision of 5 May 2009 (P6_TA(2009)0359). 

3
 OJ C 289, 22.11.2005, p. 6. 
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Data on consultation of the ‘Public Register – Access to documents’ website, accessible 

on the Europarl server, are as follows (monthly average figures): number of visits, 

18 808; number of pages visited, 31 868; number of searches with specific criteria, 6 590. 

 

Between June and September 2009 a user satisfaction survey was conducted by means of 

an online questionnaire posted on the Register webpage. The main aim was to find out 

how satisfied users were with the functioning of the Register, with search results and their 

presentation and with the quality of the service. The survey form also included space for 

users’ comments.  

 

It was clear from the results that the main problems users faced were: 

 

- the absence of a facility for searching by word in text, searching by word in title 

being the only option currently available; 

- the fact that searches are conducted in the navigation language, whereas certain 

documents may not be available in that language even though they exist in other 

languages; 

- the absence of options to search by subject or by legislative dossier. 

 

There are plans for short-term solutions to the first two problems (searching in text and 

changing the search language). The question of subject-based searching will have to 

await completion of the (ongoing) project to compile a subject index of EP documents. 

 

Many of the respondents called for documents published in the Register to be made 

available in open formats – most of them currently being in Word format if pdf is not 

available. The pdf file-conversion tool is currently being improved. 

 
Some users also commented that they found it hard to understand the complexity of 

Parliament’s legislative procedures and thus the wide variety of EP documents – a factor 

which often complicated their searches. 

 

The homepage is currently being updated with a view to guiding users on the options 

available. The search help tool is likewise to be revised to make it more user friendly. 

 

3. Sensitive documents 

 

Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 provides for specific treatment for ‘sensitive’ 

documents
1
. Under paragraph 3 of that article, sensitive documents are not entered in the 

Register except with the consent of the originating authority. 

 

Article 17(1) of the regulation stipulates that the annual report shall include the number 

of sensitive documents not recorded in the Register. In 2009 the Public Register and 

Access to Documents Unit did not receive any sensitive documents within the meaning of 

                                                 
1
 ‘(…) documents originating from the institutions or the agencies established by them, from Member States, third 

countries or International Organisations, classified as "TRÈS SECRET/TOP SECRET", "SECRET" or 
"CONFIDENTIEL" in accordance with the rules of the institution concerned, which protect essential interests of the 
European Union or of one or more of its Member States in the areas covered by Article 4(1)(a), notably public 
security, defence and military matters’ (Article 9(1)). 
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Article 9 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, so obviously none were recorded in the 

Register. 

 

III. ANALYSIS OF APPLICATIONS FOR ACCESS 

1. Overall volume 

  

The total number of applications processed by the Public Register and Access to 

Documents Unit was similar to that of the previous year: 1 260 in 2009 as against 1 300 

in 2008. It is worth noting that this figure corresponds to less than 1% (0.6% precisely) of 

the total number of visits to the Register website in 2009 (225 698). Most users visiting 

the site either do not submit an application or find the public documents they want by 

means of a direct online search – and enabling them to do so is the Public Register’s main 

aim. 

 

One hundred and seventy of the applications processed came via the Correspondence 

with Citizens Unit and originated in correspondence concerning document searches. In 

233 cases – which concerned older documents – the Register, in turn, forwarded 

applications to the EP Archive and Documentation Centre (CARDOC). 

  

 Some of the applications (initial applications in accordance with Article 7 of Regulation 

(EC) No 1049/2001) concerned documents already in the public domain and, in these 

cases, once the document had been identified and located, its content did not have to be 

examined. 

 

 There was something of an increase in the number of applications for documents not in 

the public domain (from 237 in 2008 to 273) and these represented 21% of the total 

number of applications processed.  

 

By contrast, the number of confirmatory applications (under Article 8 of Regulation 

(EC) No 1049/2001), made following an initial refusal, fell sharply: only three such 

applications were recorded in 2009, compared with 11 in 2008. 

 

2. Profile of applicants and geographical distribution 

 

A breakdown of the applicants by socio-occupational category shows that the highest 

number of applications over the year (more than 41% of the total) came from the 

academic community (especially university researchers). Applications from 

professionals (interest groups, industry, lawyers, consultants), last year by far the most 

numerous category, accounted for barely 22% of the total in 2009. More academics thus 

seem to have approached Parliament for research purposes in the course of the year, 

notably in relation to the procedure for legislative decision making.  

 

As regards the breakdown by geographical origin of applications (in the EU countries), 

Germany accounted for the largest proportion (20%, which represented a substantial 

increase over 2008), followed by Belgium (15%), France (11%), the UK (8%) and Spain 

(7%). Applications from third countries accounted for almost 10% of the total. 
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English was the language most commonly used for making applications (37%), followed 

by German (20%), French (18%) and Spanish (7%) – a pattern broadly similar to that of 

previous years. 

 3. Areas of interest 

 

 Most of the applications (273 in total) for documents which had not already been 

made public, i.e. those which have to be examined prior to possible release, continue to 

concern correspondence (61% of the 273) and comitology documents (26%). 

 

Users consulting the Register webpage can search by a number of specific criteria 

(reference, words in title, document type or author). Some 60% opted to search by 

document type (see detailed statistics in Annex 10 C). 

 

The types of document most consulted were those relating to parliamentary activity. This 

category accounted for 74% of the searches based on document type (i.e. 46 503 queries). 

This family of documents (concerning parliamentary activity) includes seven major 

categories with a range of sub-categories, covering plenary session documents, 

documents from Parliament’s committees and other bodies and documents relating to 

MEPs’ activities (declarations, parliamentary questions, etc.). 

 

Most of the ‘parliamentary activity’ documents consulted were reports, amendments, 

texts adopted or parliamentary questions. Top of the list were written questions (19%), 

followed by texts adopted (7.38%). Other documents of particular interest to users were 

priority written questions, questions for Question Time and amendments to reports. (See 

detailed statistics in Annex 10 D.) 

 

In the category of documents not related to parliamentary activity – i.e. those produced 

for purposes of general information, official documents sent to other institutions and 

third parties’ documents – users wanted to consult mainly press releases (16% of 

searches), followed by official mail (15%), parliamentary mail (12%) and Commission 

documents (11%). (See detailed statistics in Annex 10 D.) 
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IV. APPLICATION OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE RIGHT OF ACCESS 

1.  Positive response rate 

 

The percentage of positive responses to applications (273) for access to documents not 

previously released was up on 2008, at 88% (240), 2% of which involved the granting of 

partial access. 

 

The percentage of decisions confirming the initial position in response to confirmatory 

applications stood at 100%, with rejection being confirmed in response to all of the three 

such applications submitted.  Two of those applications covered internal audit documents 

and one a document that did not exist.  

 

2. Number of refusals and reasons therefor  

 

The number of refusals to grant access on the basis of the exceptions laid down in 

Article 4 of Regulation (EC) NO 1049/2001 stood at 33, and was thus substantially lower 

than in 2008 (47 refusals). The reasons for refusal break down as follows:  

 

The main reason given was the exception relating to protection of the decision-making 

process, pursuant to Article 4(3) (39%), followed by the exception relating to protection 

of privacy, pursuant to Article (4)(1)(b) (26%) and the exception relating to the protection 

of the purpose of inspections, investigations and audits, pursuant to Article 4(2), third 

indent (15%). This breakdown follows the same pattern as for the previous year. 

 

As regards the exception relating to protection of the decision-making process, it should 

be pointed out that Parliament receives a relatively large number of applications for 

access to 'comitology' documents (draft implementing measures) (see Section III.3) 

drafted by the Commission. The texts of implementing measures are made public only 

after a decision has been taken by the committee responsible. Accordingly, such 

applications are initially rejected, but then granted once a certain period of time has 

elapsed.  

 

V. COMPLAINTS TO THE EUROPEAN OMBUDSMAN, LEGAL APPEALS AND 

CASE LAW 

 

1.  Complaints lodged with the European Ombudsman
1
 

 

No new complaints about a refusal by Parliament to forward documents were lodged with 

the European Ombudsman in 2009. However, two complaints are still pending, namely: 

 

-  2682/2008/MAD and 

- 793/2007/(WP)BEH. In connection with this complaint, Parliament accepted the 

draft recommendation issued by the Ombudsman and released the documents the 

                                                 
1
 For detailed information concerning the complaints, see http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/cases/home.faces. 
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complainant had requested in 2007. The documents covered the purchase by Parliament 

of the buildings it occupies in Brussels. The exception on which refusal had been based 

(protection of the commercial interests of third parties) no longer applied owing to the 

period of time that had elapsed. The Ombudsman has yet to take a final decision in the 

matter.  

2. Legal appeals 

 

One appeal was lodged in 2009 against a Parliament decision taken pursuant to 

Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001: Case T-82/09, Dennekamp v Parliament1
.  

3. Judgments handed down 

 

In 2008, three judgments were handed down (the orders and the conclusions of the 

Advocate-General are not given) regarding access to documents: 

 

– judgment of 10 March 2009 in Case C-345/06 (preliminary ruling), Heinrich, covering 

Articles 2 and 3 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 (beneficiaries, scope and definitions); 

– judgment of 11 March 2009 in Case T-121/05, Borax Europe Ltd v Commission, 
covering exceptions relating to the protection of privacy and of the decision-making 

process (Article 4 of the same regulation); and 

– judgment of 9 September 2009 in Case T-437/05, Brink's Security Luxembourg SA v 
Commission, covering, for the purposes of this document, procedural errors and 

information on confirmatory applications (Articles 7 and 8 of the same regulation). 

 

For detailed information concerning the various actions and judgments, we would refer 

you to the annual reports of the Commission
2
 (a party to most of the cases) and the 

Council
3
, and to the website of the Court of Justice of the European Communities

4
. 

  

VI. OTHER ASPECTS OF TRANSPARENCY POLICY 

1.  Revision of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 

 

In 2009 Parliament continued its scrutiny of the Commission proposal
5
 seeking to amend 

the regulation regarding public access to documents. In March 2009 Parliament adopted 

the report tabled by the committee responsible (Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 

Home Affairs) but did not vote on the draft legislative resolution (first reading within the 

meaning of the Treaty), so as not to commit the new Parliament that would be formed 

following the June 2009 elections. The matter was therefore referred back to the 

committee. 

 

                                                 
1
 See: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2009:102:0029:0030:EN:PDF 

 
2
 http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/access_documents/index_en.htm 

3
 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/cms3_fo/showPage.asp?id=305&lang=EN&mode=g 

4
 http://curia.europa.eu/en/transitpage.htm 

5
 COM(2008)0229 of 30 April 2008. 
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On 17 December 2009 Parliament adopted a resolution on improvements needed to the 

legal framework for access to documents following the entry into force of the Lisbon 

Treaty. 

 

Following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, which changes the legal basis (new 

Article 15 of the Treaty on the functioning of the European Union) and extends the scope 

to cover all EU institutions and bodies, the procedure resumed within the LIBE 

committee, and Parliament should adopt its position at first reading in the first half of 

2010.  

 

2. Information/communication policy – webstreaming 

 

In the knowledge that 'edemocracy' (the use of new technologies, including the Internet, 

in the democratic process) can help involve the public and encourage them to exercise 

their rights, Parliament decided to afford public access to its public meetings over the 

Internet.  

Both plenary sittings and a growing number of committee meetings and other events 

(such as hearings of Commissioners-designate) are now broadcast live on the Internet. 

The files are then stored in a user-friendly video library for downloading
1
. 

 

3.  Interinstitutional cooperation 

 

The departments responsible for implementing Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 in the 

three institutions held an ongoing dialogue throughout 2009 on legal and administrative 

issues relating to implementation of the regulation, in accordance with Article 15(1) of 

the regulation, which stipulates that 'the institutions shall develop good administrative 
practices in order to facilitate the exercise of the right of access guaranteed by this 
Regulation'. 

Furthermore, the interinstitutional committee provided for in the second paragraph of that 

article met at political level (Ms Wallis, EP Vice-President with responsibility for 

transparency, Ms Wallström, Commission Vice-President with responsibility in this area, 

and Ms Malmström, Swedish European Affairs Minister, representing the Council 

Presidency) on 15 December 2009.  

At that meeting the committee reviewed the work it had carried out to date and the steps 

that had been taken to improve transparency and public access to documents. On that 

basis, it adopted a number of measures to enhance the effectiveness of its work and 

facilitate public access to documents and information held by the EU institutions.  

 

Following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1 December 2009, public access 

rights will be extended to cover documents of all the EU institutions and agencies, 

although a number of restrictions will apply to documents held by the Court of Justice, 

the European Central Bank and the European Investment Bank. The composition and 

future work of the committee may need to be reviewed in the light of this. 

 

The committee asked IT staff at the three institutions and the Publications Office to look 

                                                 
1
  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/eng-Internet-publisher/eplive/archive/default.do?language=en 
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into the possibility of bringing new IT solutions to bear with a view to improving public 

access to documents.  

 

The committee recommended that the following possible improvements be looked at: 

- posting links to all the web sites used in providing public access to documents on 

a single webpage; 

- ensuring complementarity between the institutions' public registers, thus making 

them easier to use and facilitating access to documents;    

- gradually standardising the search engines in place within the institutions; in this 

connection, thought should be given to the desirability and feasibility of 

employing a common indexing method, with the ultimate aim of introducing a 

common search function; 

- extending the existing databases – PreLex et ŒIL – to cover all the documents 

generated by the institutions in connection with the legislative process; 

- improving access to documents relating to legislative procedures by grouping all 

the documents coming under a given procedure together. 

 

VII. CONCLUSIONS  
 

At present, the electronic Register contains 310 760 references (1 998 330 files, if the 23 

languages in which the documents are available are taken into account), which represents 

an increase of 18%. 90% of the documents are directly accessible on the Internet.  

 

The number of visits to the Register site (225 698) shows that the site has become a vital 

component of Parliament’s policy of transparency and of disclosing information to the 

public.  

 

These visits led to 1 260 applications for access to documents being submitted via the 

Register site. The fact that an increasing number of documents are available on the 

Internet, as a result of the consistent uploading of documents to the electronic Register 

itself and through other specialised pages on the Europarl server has in all probability 

played a part in the stabilisation of the number of direct applications for access over the 

past two years. 

 

As regards the breakdown of applications by socio-occupational category, the academic 

community (in particular university researchers) accounted for the largest number (41% 

of the total), this year coming ahead of professionals (interest groups, industry, lawyers, 

consultants), who accounted for some 22% of the total. The language most used in 

making applications was English, followed by French and German. This has been the 

case since the first annual report was produced. 

 

Two hundred and seventy-three (21%, up on 2008) of the applications concerned 

access to documents never previously disclosed. The positive response rate for that 

category of documents was 88% (again up on the previous year), with full access being 

granted in 234 cases and partial access in six cases (see Table 8 annexed to the report). 
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As in 2008, applications for access to documents not previously made public chiefly 

concerned comitology documents and correspondence. 
 

A total of 33 applications for access were refused either outright or in part. This figure 

is lower in absolute terms than in 2008 (47 refusals) and lower still as a percentage of the 

total number of applications submitted. The reason for refusal most often given (39%) 

was the exception relating to protection of the decision-making process (Article 4(3) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001). As regards applications for access to comitology 

documents, this is explained by the fact that the texts of implementing measures are made 

public only after a decision has been taken by the committee responsible. Accordingly, 

applications are initially rejected, but then granted once a certain period of time has 

elapsed. Protection of privacy/personal data (Article 4(1)(b)) was the second most 

common reason (26% of the total). These percentages are very similar to those for 2008 

(see Annex 8). 

 

 The number of confirmatory applications following an initial refusal to grant access 

(Article 8 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001) fell sharply by comparison with 2008 

(three, as against  11). 
 

No complaints concerning issues relating to public access to documents were lodged with 

the European Ombudsman during 2009. In connection with outstanding complaint 

793/2007/(WP)BEH, which was lodged in 2007, Parliament accepted the draft 

recommendation issued by the Ombudsman and made the documents requested by the 

complainant public. The Ombudsman has yet to take a final decision in the matter.  

 

One appeal to the Court of Justice was brought in 2009 against a Parliament decision 

taken pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 and concerned the exception relating to 

data protection. 

 

The interinstitutional committee provided for in Article 15 of the regulation met on 

15 December 2009. 
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Statistics on REQUESTS FOR ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS 
 

Register 2009 (situation on 31/12/2009) 
 

 
 
1. TOTAL NUMBER OF REQUESTS INTRODUCED THROUGH THE REGISTER 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 

1917 1865 1300 1260 

 
 

2. NUMBER OF INITIAL APPLICATIONS CONCERNING UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENTS  
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 

283 334 237 273 

 
 
3. NUMBER OF CONFIRMATORY APPLICATIONS 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 

51 42 133 3 

 
 

4. COMPLAINTS TO THE OMBUDSMAN  
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 

1 1 1 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1   Partial access granted in 2 cases 
2   Access granted in 1 case 
3   Partial access granted in 4 cases and total access granted in 1 case 
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5. LANGUAGE USED BY THE APPLICANT 
 
 

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

BG - - - 0,77% 0,48% 

ES 5,07% 8,05% 5,36% 5,62% 7,38% 

CS 0,83% 0,73% 0,80% 0,23% 0,40% 

DA 0,55% 0,52% 0,32% 1% 0,48% 

DE 18,52% 13,09% 10,88% 12,77% 20,95% 

ET 0,11% 0,10%  -  

EL 0,55% 0,94% 1,29% 0,69% 0,56% 

EN 43,66% 41,42% 45,42% 50,54% 37,06% 

FR 12,57% 21,23% 16,35% 14,31% 18,89% 

IT 3,86% 3,91% 5,68% 5,31% 4,60% 

LV 0,17% 0,63%  0,08%  

LT - - 0,11% 0,08% 0,08% 

HU 0,39% 0,73% 0,54% 0,54% 0,40% 

MT 0,06% - 0,05% -  

NL 9,26% 5,95% 6,92% 2,31% 3,25% 

PL 1,32% 2,24% 2,31% 2,38% 1,35% 

PT 1,27% 1,30% 1,02% 0,85% 1,11% 

RO - - - 0,38% 0,95% 

SK 0,44% 0,68% 0,32% 0,46% 0,56% 

SL - 0,21% 0,05% -  

FI 0,66% 0,57% 0,27% 0,38% 0,24% 

SV 0,66% 0,37% 0,43% 1,31% 1,27% 

AUTRES - 0,10% 1,88% -  
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6. GEOGRAPHICAL SPREAD OF APPLICANTS 
 
 

2006 2007 2008 2009 

BELGIUM 18,10% 15,98% 21,08% 15,16% 

BULGARIA - - 1% 0,56% 

CZECH REPUBLIC 1,41% 1,39% 0,46% 0,63% 

DENMARK 0,83% 0,91% 1,15% 0,95% 

GERMANY 14,50% 11,26% 11,77% 20,40% 

ESTONIA 0,16% 0,27% - 0,16% 

GREECE 1,25% 2,41% 1,31% 0,48% 

SPAIN 4,69% 5,68% 4,77% 7,14% 

FRANCE 13,09% 10,35% 9,85% 11,51% 

IRELAND 0,73% 1,82% 2,38% 1,27% 

ITALY 5,06% 8,74% 6% 5,32% 

CYPRUS 0,21% 0,27% 0,46% 0,16% 

LATVIA 0,89% 0,05% 0,23% 0,16% 

LITHUANIA - 0,05% 0,23% 0,16% 

LUXEMBURG 2,03% 2,20% 2,46% 4,44% 

HUNGARY 0,89% 0,75% 0,46% 0,56% 

MALTA 0,16% 0,11% 0,15% 0,32% 

THE NETHERLANDS 7,41% 9,71% 3,38% 3,41% 

AUSTRIA 1,25% 1,72% 1,08% 1,59% 

POLAND 3,23% 3,27% 2,92% 1,83% 

PORTUGAL 1,62% 0,91% 1% 0,87% 

ROMANIA - - 0,92% 1,27% 

SLOVENIA 0,37% 0,27% 0,46% 0,08% 

SLOVAKIA 0,78% 0,38% 0,54% 0,56% 

FINLAND 0,99% 0,43% 0,77% 0,24% 

SWEDEN 0,83% 0,91% 1,77% 1,75% 

UNITED KINGDOM 5,53% 6,86% 12,92% 8,73% 

CANDIDATE COUNTRIES  3,96% 3,16% 0,46% 0,32% 

THIRD COUNTRIES 7,51% 0,05% 10% 9,92% 

NON SPECIFIED 2,50% 10,08% - 0,08% 
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7. PROFESSIONAL PROFILE OF APPLICANTS 
 
 
 

 2006 2007 2008 2009 

CIVIL SOCIETY 
(see detailed table 
below for 2009) 

21,39% 21,95% 54,06% 21,75% 

JOURNALISTS 2,88% 2,86% 0,11% 3,35% 

LAWYERS 6,48% 6,49% 0,43% 13,11% 

ACADEMIC WORLD 
University Research 

39,39% 36,69% 27,41% 41,36% 

ACADEMIC WORLD 
Libraries 

3,49% 4,03% 2,28% 1,42% 

PUBLIC 
AUTHORITIES  
(other than EU 
institutions) 

5,10% 4,61% 8,88% 13,62% 

MPE, MPE 
ASSISTANT 

1,33% 1,30% 1,41% 1,52% 

OTHERS 
(Pensioners, 
unemployed, etc.) 

19,94% 22,08% 5,42% 3,86% 

 
 

 

CIVIL SOCIETY 

 

2009 

Environment 2,80% 

Other groups of interest 12,15% 

Industry / Commercial  sector 79,44 

NGO's 5,61% 
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8. REFUSAL PURSUANT ART. 4 OF REGULATION 1049/2001  
 
 

  
20064 

20075 200866 20097 

ARTICLE 4.1a) PROTECTION 
PUBLIC INTEREST  

 6,25% 2,08% 5,26% 

ARTICLE 4.1b) PROTECTION 
PRIVACY AND INTEGRITY 
OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

24,44% 39,58% 21,88% 26,31% 

ARTICLE 4.2.1E 
PROTECTION COMMERCIAL 
INTEREST 

8,88% 10,42% 1,04% 2,63% 

ARTICLE 4.2.2E 
PROTECTION COURT 
PROCEEDINGS AND LEGAL 
ADVICE 

24,44 % 8,33% 2,08% 10,52% 

ARTICLE 4.2.3E 
PROTECTION INSPECTIONS 
AUDITS 

 2,08% 15,63% 15,78% 

ARTICLE 4.3 PROTECTION 
INSTITUTIONS - DECISION-
MAKING PROCESS 

40% 33,33% 57,29% 39,47% 

ARTICLE 4.5 VETO MEMBER 
STATES 

2,22 %    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
4 Total number of refusals: 36  -    Partial access: 9 
5 Total number of refusals: 40  -    Partial access: 8 
6Total number of refusals: 47  -    Partial access: 5 cases at initial stage and 4 cases at confirmative stage 
7Total number of refusals: 39  -    Partial access : 6 cases at initial stage 
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9. REFUSAL DUE TO REASONS OTHER THAN EXCEPTIONS IN REGULATION  

1049/2001  
 
 

 
20068 20079 200810 200911 

NON-IDENTIFIED 
DOCUMENTS  
 

31,88% 30,30% 46,43% 35,11% 

DOCUMENTS NOT ANYMORE 
AVAILABLE  

5,80% 0,76% - 3,33% 

FORWARDED FOR FURTHER 
ACTION TO ANOTHER 
ORGAN  

5,07% 3,03% 28,57% 33,3% 

REQUEST WITHDRAWN  
 

12,32% 8,33% 21,43% 26,60% 

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 
CONDUCT  

44,93% 57,58% 3,57% 1,66% 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8 Total number of refusals : 138 
9 Total number of refusals : 132 
10 Total number of refusals : 28 
11 Total number of refusals :  60 
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10.  ELECTRONIC REGISTER CONSULTATION 
 

 

 

A  Documents listed in the Registre 
 

 

 

Total Documents References Files 

December 2006 165.139 1.021.599 

December 2007 207.069 1.306.059 

December 2008 262.000 1.682.774 

December 2009 310.760 1.998.330 

 

 

 

 

B Statistics on consultation of the Access to Documents' website on 
Europarl  
 

 
 

2009 Total Monthly 

Hits 382.413 31.868 

Queries 79.088 6.590 

Visits 225.698 18.808 
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C Most frequently used search criteria  
 

 

 

 

 

Search by criteria 

62%
16%

12%

7% 3%

Document type Date Words in title Reference Author
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D Search by "Document type" - details 
 

 

Parliamentary activity related

29%

11%

11%10%

10%

10%

10%
9%

Written  questions

Text adopted (finalised edition)

Draft reports

Priority written questions

Question time

Amendements to draft reports 

Reports

Amendements to documents A 

 
 

 

Non parliamentary activity

36%

26%

20%

18%

Press release

COM documents

Mail (official) Incoming

Mail (Parliament) outgoing

 
 


