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 Brussels, 27 Feb 2019  
 
 
Dear President Tajani,  
 
Subject: Recent developments in the dispute between India and Pakistan over Kashmir 
 
 
I am writing to you to express my deep concern over the escalation of the military conflict between India 
and Pakistan:  two nuclear powers confronting each other across the Line of Control (LOC).   
 
The indications are that the Kashmir conflict is moving towards a crisis. A new and sustainable peace 
initiative is desperately needed. However, our assessment of the situation indicates that the window of 
opportunity within which such an initiative could be launched with a realistic chance of success is rapidly 
shrinking.  
 
We believe that the way forward is for the International Community to become engaged and to act 
promptly. In the absence of a genuine pro-active response on the part of the International Community, 
there is a real risk that the recent escalation will become more widespread and increasingly violent. The 
need for appropriate action is urgent. Both sides in the seventy-year dispute can now call upon an arsenal 
of nuclear weapons. The acquisition of nuclear technology has changed what was a regional dispute into a 
confrontation of global significance. In the present volatile political environment, the International 
Community can no longer stand passively by. 
 
We believe that the European Parliament is uniquely placed to take the initiative in this difficult and 
unstable situation.  As a first step, we propose that the issue of Kashmir to be discussed under the heading 
’Urgencies’ in the next plenary session. Your support is essential if we are to achieve this goal. 
 
The Kashmir conflict has been ‘invisible’ for far too long. Here is a real opportunity for the European Union 
and European diplomacy to make an important contribution to the maintenance of world peace. I should 
be grateful if you would indicate whether you feel able to support this initiative.  
 
Thank you for your continued encouragement and understanding.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Ali Raza Syed 
Chairman of the Kashmir Council-EU 
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From:                                         secretariat@kashmircouncil.eu
Sent:                                           27 February 2019 23:26
To:                                               TAJANI Antonio
Cc:                                               TAJANI Antonio, President
Subject:                                     Recent developments in the dispute between India and Pakistan over Kashmir
Attachments:                          Letter to Antonio Tajani ‐ 27 Feb 2019.pdf
 
Importance:                            High
 
Dear President Tajani,
 
The military situation in Kashmir is becoming ever more serious. Despite the fact that both parties to the dispute are
nuclear powers the response of the International Community has so far been disappointingly ambivalent.
 
The need to find a way forward is urgent. Accordingly, I have today written to you to seek your support for a
comprehensive ceasefire and for the measures the establishment of a peace process. The attached letter is for your
consideration and response.
 
 
With warmest regards,
 
Ali Raza Syed
 
Chairman of the Kashmir Council‐EU
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