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Brussels
Room SPINELLI 3G2

The meeting opened at 14:00 on Monday, 14 November 2022, with Manolis
KEFALOGIANNIS as Chair (EPP, GR).

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The draft agenda of the meeting adopted without changes.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the Delegation meeting of 7 February 2022

The minutes were adopted without comments.

3. Chair’s announcements
The Chair welcomed the following speakers:

- H.E. Ambassador Ms Suela JANINA, Mission of the Republic of Albania to the EU;

- Ms Michela MATUELLA, Acting Director for Western Balkans in DG Neighbourhood
and Enlargement Negotiations of the European Commission;

- Ms Elsa FENET, Head of Division ‘South East Europe & Western Balkans’ in the
European External Action Service.
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In his opening remarks, the Chair announced that the preparations for the upcoming EU-AL
SAPC meeting were well underway, reaffirming his commitment to informing Members on any
necessary updates in the future. In addition, Mr KEFALOGIANNIS invited Members to table
their amendments by 21 November, and emphasised that a number of significant events had
occurred since the last meeting.

4. Election of the new D-AL Vice-Chair

Mr KEFALOGIANNIS reminded the participants that the former Vice-Chair had recently
retired from the EP, and that the Delegation Secretariat had received a nomination for the
replacement, Ms Theresa BIELOWSKI (S&D, AT). The candidate was elected by acclamation,
and subsequently welcomed to join the podium for the duration of the meeting.

5. Exchange of views on the political, economic and pandemic situation in the Republic
of Albania, and its relations with the European Union

H.E. Ambassador Ms Suela JANINA thanked the Chair and the Delegation Members ahead
of the 15™ Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee meeting in Brussels,
underlining that there had been important developments recently. She first noted Albania’s
starting of the accession talks with the EU, which represents a symbolic achievement for the
region. The beginning of the accession talks placed significant energy and progress towards
Albania’s full EU membership, she said.

The Ambassador hoped for the negotiations to be a transformative process and bring European
standards to Albanian citizens. She noted that Albania had an ambitious agenda ahead,
including the process of screening. Based on its previous record of accomplishments, she stated
that the country had fulfilled all conditions needed for succeeding on the accession process. Ms
JANINA then added that Albania was focused on EU-related reforms, despite all the
drawbacks, e.g. the earthquake in 2019, the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine. She underlined that the country was satisfied with the Commission
report’s assessment, namely that Albania was ready to start negotiations.

When referring to reforms, the Ambassador emphasised that one of the most important fields
remained justice; the justice reform was demonstrating good results thus far. She stated that
Albania has continued to put effort on raising the record of accomplishments, particularly on
the fight against corruption, with the country having delivered positive results in this field as
well. More specifically, she noted several criminal proceedings that have started against a
former minister, a Member of Parliament, several (former) Mayors and other elected officials.
These procedures, in essence, underline the country’s political will towards the fight against
corruption, she claimed.

The Ambassador highlighted that in terms of Albania’s economic programme, the Commission
report demonstrated the country’s commitment to reforms. As Albania is facing many
challenges, she noted, it remains important to thank the EU for its support. Moreover, Ms
JANINA said that EU’s energy support package would help the country overcome challenges
deriving from the energy crisis and inflation. She stressed that Albania would like to explore
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alternative energy sources, and that it was a privilege to have solar energy within the country.
Ultimately, she said, Albania aimed to be energy-independent by 2025.

In regard to foreign and security policy, the Ambassador noted that Albania continued to have
100% policy alignment with the EU. She stated that this alignment sends a strong message in
respect to the country’s commitment to its European path. Albania is striving to be as active as
possible and be a strong European voice, while also contributing to regional cooperation, she
affirmed.

Concluding, Ms JANINA referred to Albania hosting the EU-AL summit on 6 December,
underlining that the summit made for a big achievement and further acknowledged the strength
of the relationship between Albania and the EU.

Ms Michela MATUELLA thanked the Chair and the Members for attending the meeting,
which is taking place in the wake of significant positive events for Albania. Ms MATUELLA
noted that since the last meeting in February, the opening of accession talks has been the most
significant development. She also underlined the significance of the EC President, Ursula VON
DER LEYEN, visiting Albania. Additionally, Ms MATUELLA referred to Albania taking an
active role in joining the Western Balkan leaders’ summit in Berlin.

The opening of accession negotiations sends another strong message in regard to the importance
of security in the region, Ms MATUELLA expressed. She underlined that the EC is supporting
Albania on its preparations for EU membership, starting (intensively) with the screening
process. The first step on the accession process is the assessment of how the Copenhagen
Criteria applies to Albania, she said. Subsequently, the EC will comprehensively review all the
legislative standards. Ms MATUELLA also stressed how technical of a process the accession
is, while also emphasising that the accession negotiations present a great opportunity for
understanding what it means to be a Member State of the EU. The enlargement package remains
the guiding framework for the respective priorities ahead, with funding being very important in
helping the country address the crisis, Ms MATUELLA concluded.

Ms Elsa FENET echoed on the beginning of a new phase - that of the screening process, and
reaffirmed the importance of standing by the European values, and by those of the international
order. Ms FENET emphasised that this process is particularly relevant to the aspirations of the
Albanian people as they prepare for the following meeting in December. She further added that
the EU reform agenda is an extensive and an all-country effort, detrimental for progressing. Ms
FENET highlighted that Albania has played a rather special role on the UN Security Council,
acknowledging that this would come at a cost, and certain countries would be tested by external
factors. To illustrate, she referred to the cyberattacks on Albania, for which the EU expressed
solidarity and cooperated in support of the country, highlighting that the EU’s support is
concrete and not solely words. Ultimately, progress for Albania is progress for the entire region,
she concluded.

Ms Suela JANINA said that Albania has addressed the vetting process and yielded tangible
results from it. There has been an impact in respect to the constitutional court - with the court
considering approximately 54 new applications on decisions that have been final or in the
process of assessment from judges, aiming to reduce the backlog over the years, she specified.
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The Ambassador emphasised that the fight against organised crime remains one of the highest
priorities for Albania. She informed that the vacancy of the special prosecutor has been filled
already; with more vacancies being filled under way, assets being seized (consisting of ALL 30
million) and significant efforts against money laundering being made (77 cases of money
laundering being investigated).

The Ambassador said that the government acknowledges that there has been some criticism
concerning freedom of expression. Measures are being taken to mitigate the inaccurate
perceptions that little progress has been made. In addition, she acknowledged there have been
recent concerns related to migration and asylum seekers, particularly in respects to fostering
control at the border. On this topic, Ms JANINA stated that Albania fully cooperates with all
international partners, emphasising that cooperation is key and that the country remains eager
to cooperate with all its partners. Concluding, Ambassador JANINA underlined that Albania is
the first country in the region to sign an agreement with Frontex.

Ms Michela MATUELLA’s message was that freedom of expression is an area in which the
country falls short. Consequently, she noted that the EC would focus their efforts into Albania
progressing in this area.

Ms Elsa FENET expressed that the EEAS would like to deepen cooperation with Albania. She

added that the EEAS has their military advisor accredited to Albania, and that she looks forward
to continue cooperating in the future.

6. Consideration of the draft Agenda of the 15th EU-Albania SAPC meeting to be held on
1 and 2 December in Brussels

The draft Agenda of the 15th EU-Albania SAPC meeting was distributed to the Members.

7. Any other business

No issues were raised.

8. Date and place of the next meeting

The upcoming EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee meeting is
scheduled to take place in Brussels on 1 and 2 December 2022.

The meeting closed at 14.54.
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