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MINUTES

of the meeting of 22 April 2021, 13.00-14.30

Remotevia WEBEX

The meeting opened at 13.00 on Thursday, 22 April 2021, with Vladimir BILCIK (Chair)
presiding.

1 Adoption of draft agenda

The Agenda was adopted without any changes.

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting of the EU-Montenegro Delegation of 21
September 2020

3. Chair's announcements

Assessing the first five months of Montenegro’s new government in office, D-ME Chair Mr
Vladimir BILCIK mentioned as a positive development the establishment of a National Council
against high-level corruption, measurestaken by Parliamentary Speaker and Co-Chair Mr Aleksa
BeCiC to increase the transparency and accountability of the Skupstina, which re-established the
Committee for Comprehensive Electora Reform tasked with implementing outstanding
OSCE/ODHIR recommendations. The Government also set up a Council for Monitoring the
Electoral Roll, which held its first meeting in February 2021.

Among challenges, D-ME Chair pointed out meeting the interim rule of law benchmarks,
especially in the field of media freedom, the fight against organized crime and corruption and
reform of the judiciary. He also touched upon some “hasty decisions” with regard to amendments
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to the controversiad Law on Freedom of Religion and the Prosecution Laws, political
appointments in the public administration, possible changes to the citizenship law, the difficult
cohabitation between President Djukanovic¢ and the new government and Montenegro-Serbia
relations. D-ME Chair also mentioned the highly controversial statements on the Srebrenica
genocide by Montenegro’s Minister of Justice as being very problematic in an already very
polarized domestic and regional environment.

In addition, he raised the issue of Montenegro’s recent plea to the European Union for help to
repay a$1 billion loan from Chinato build the highway to neighboring Serbia, which may further
and dangerously expose the country to Chinese influence.

4. Exchange of views on the first few months in office of the government of Montenegro in
the presence of:
- Ms Oana Cristina POPA, Head of the EU Delegation in Montenegro;
- Mr Thomas HAGLEITNER, Head of Unit for Montenegro in the DG
Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations of European Commission;
- Ms Elsa FENET, Head of Division "Western Balkans' in the European External
Action Service

Subjects discussed: the first months in office of the new government, cohabitation,
Montenegro-EU relations, Montenegro-Serbiarelations, the Covid-19 pandemic, the rule of law,
the Chinese loan, the economic situation and the CSFP.

5. Exchange of views on the first few months in office of the government of Montenegro in
the presence of:
- Ms Jela VULETIC-MANTHOU, Chargé daffaires ad interim, Mission of
Montenegro to the European Union;

Chargé d’Affaires Ms Jela Vuletic-Manthou reminded about the recent stream of visits from
Montenegro to Brussels by the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, three
other ministersand Montenegro’s Chief EU Negotiator - which served the purpose of showcasing
the country’s commitment to the EU cause and that EU integration is Montenegro’s main foreign
policy goal. She reiterated the government’s wish and willingness to speed up EU reforms and
the negotiation process, and regretted that the negotiations had not accelerated enough over the
last couple of years. Furthermore, Montenegro has accepted the revised methodology and
recognizes its added value, which will alow the country to demonstrate its political commitment
through high level political dialogues and intergovernmental conferences. She hoped to see the
first such event take place aready by the end of the Portuguese Presidency.

Furthermore, she informed that the government had adopted the Programme of Accession of
Montenegro to the EU (PAMNE) for the period 2021-2023, which would drive reforms in the
rule of law area and fulfill the interim benchmarks in chapters 23 and 24. She also informed that
Montenegro had established a National Council for the Fight against High-level Corruption, and
that it had launched investigations into several cases involving high-level state officials.
Regarding the prosecution laws, she underlined that the government’s position is to consult with
its “European friends” (European Commission and Venice Commission) and relevant
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stakeholders prior to making any decisions and adopting or amending the laws. In addition, she
announced that the Sub-Committee on Justice, Freedom and Security had been held in March,
and informed about the success of the two peer review missions — with regard to the integrated
border management and the Agency for Prevention of Corruption, respectively.

Regarding the pandemic, she informed that the number of infections was decreasing, and that a
national strategy for vaccination was in place. Currently, vaccination is conducted with Astra
Zeneca, Sinopharm and Sputnik, but the country is also expecting a Pfizer donation from the EU
and more doses from the COVAX system, aswell ashbilaterally agreed doses. She al'so mentioned
that two support packages had been adopted during the past two weeks, with the aim of helping
the economy, employment, and the citizens of the country. Montenegro was hit hard by the
pandemic, asit is heavily dependent on the tourism sector. To a question asked by D-ME Chair
on how Montenegro is getting ready for the summer season, the Chargé d’ Affaires told that the
country is already planning how to best receive tourists, lowering costs and facilitating PCR tests
for them before they leave the country. Furthermore, MEP Thomas WAITZ enquired about
whether Montenegro was well-included in the discussion on the EU’s so-called green passport
scheme, to which the Chargé d’ Affaires replied that Montenegro would like to be part of.

To a question asked by D-ME Chair with regard to the long-pending appointment of
Montenegro’s EU Ambassador, the Charge d’Affaires replied that the procedure to appoint the
new Ambassador was slow but would start soon, and that the government already had an idea on
whom it would like to see in the post.

6. Any other business

D-ME Chair Mr Vladimir BILCIK drew the Members’ attention to the upcoming joint meeting
of the Western Balkans and Turkey Delegations on the topic of gender equality and women’s
rights, which would be held on 11 May. The meeting will present the members of the delegations
an opportunity to exchange views with gender equality and women’s rights experts from the
region.

7. Date and place of the next meeting
D-ME Chair Mr Vladimir BILCIK informed the Members that the SAPC Delegation of the
Parliament of Montenegro had recently been constituted was ready to participate in the 19th

EU-Montenegro Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee meeting oragnized
semi-remotely on 3 June.

The meeting closed at 14.30.
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