EN

. (¢
European Parliament (\\Q:_:
2019-2024 -

Delegation to the EU-North Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee

D-MK_PV(2022)0505

MINUTES
of the meeting of 5 May 2022, 9.00-10.30
Strasbourg

The meeting opened at 9.15 on Thursday, 5 May 2022, with Andreas Schieder (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda
The Agenda was adopted without any changes as in the draft.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the Delegation meeting of 7 December 202 1

The draft minutes from the delegation meeting of 30 September 2021 were adopted as in the
draft.

Chair’s Announcements

In his introduction of the meeting, Mr Andreas SCHIEDER, D-MK Chair, announced that
the 19th EU-North Macedonia Joint Parliamentary Committee meeting scheduled initially for
26-27 May in Skopje was to be postponed due to the inability of Members from several groups
to travel to North Macedonia at the end of May. He explained that the request for mission
authorization that had been submitted to the Conference of Presidents was therefore withdrawn
and that the decision was taken in consultation with the Assembly of North Macedonia. He
explained that the EP has an intention to hold the 19th JPC in Skopje, as soon as possible.
Further, he underlined North Macedonia’s clear strategic orientation and commitment to EU
mtegration and recognized the work done by the country so far to progress in terms of EU
criteria. He also commended the work on trying to resolve the bilateral issues with neighbouring
countries.

Mr Schieder also recalled the EP’s request for the Council to approve the negotiating
framework and hold the first intergovernmental conference with North Macedonia as soon as
possible to prevent further delays, confirming the credibility, objectivity, and reliability of the
accession process. He concluded his opening remarks by thanking all participants for taking
part in the meeting and said he was looking forward to their comments.
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3. Exchange of views on the political and economic situation in the Republic of North
Macedonia, and its relations with the European Union

Ambassador Agneza RUSI POPOVSKA, Mission of the Republic of North Macedonia to the
EU, started her address by thanking the EP for the fruitful cooperation and for supporting North
Macedonia’s path to European integration. She stated that her intervention would be more
personal since this was her last meeting in the capacity of ambassador.

She proceeded to say that the situation in which North Macedonia and Europe were facing
following the Russian aggression, was extraordinary. According to her, North Macedonia had
shown once again that it was a trusted and reliable partner aligning with all EU sanctions on
Russia and implementing them immediately, as well as by offering humanitarian aid to Ukraine.
She further emphasized the fact that the stall in EU integration of North Macedonia was a
source of vulnerability against the war background because it had a direct impact on the level
of trust of the population towards the EU. She stated that “in these times, the EU’s hesitation
towards us is a luxury we cannot afford.” She also explained that the government of North
Macedonia was pursuing a political dialogue with Bulgaria and that she remained hopeful in
terms of finding common ground. She firmly stated that they strongly believed that there was
no time to lose and that all parts had to do their fair share towards progress.

Moreover, Ambassador Rusi Popovska commented on the main moves of the Kovacevski
Government, in office since mid-January. She explained that the new government had been
dealing with multiple crises simultaneously, yet delivering in key areas. She spoke of the
package of measures valued at 3.3 % of the projected GDP and aimed at protecting households
from rising food and energy prices. She noted that the government’s plan was to invest in
projects that support energy and that she was thankful that crucial projects submitted by North
Macedonia to the Commission had been approved. She also referred to the possible EU
microfinancing assistance package and an arrangement with the IMF to mitigate the negative
impact on Macedonian households and companies. She further expressed her gratitude towards
EP’s support, especially in the field of digitalization.

Ambassador Rusi Popovska expressed gratitude for including the Western Balkans in the
work of the Conference on the Future of Europe. Finally, she informed Members that she would
be leaving her post at the Mission of North Macedonia to the EU soon.

Ms Michela MATUELLA, Head of Unit for Albania, North Macedonia, and Acting Director
for Western Balkans in DG NEAR, European Commission, continued the discussion by stating
that the meeting was taking place at an important moment and that the war in Ukraine had
prompted EU’s actions. She reassured that the Commission sees the Western Balkans as a
geopolitically important region and that the Commission therefore pushed for starting the
negotiations with Albania and North Macedonia as soon as possible. She continued by saying
that North Macedonia had demonstrated its commitment and determination on its EU path, had
fully aligned with the sanctions on Russia and had welcomed Ukrainian refuges. Ms Matuella
said that it is also important for the government and the opposition to cooperate to further EU
integration.

She also specified that the Commission saw success in the educational reform, the new judicial
reform, and the fight against corruption and organized crime in North Macedonia. She
mentioned that the state commission for fight against corruption was up and running and that it
was a tangible result of positive progress. In terms of economic reforms, she stated that they
continue and that the first package and the new IPA IIl would strengthen the economic reforms
even more. Moreover, she emphasized the importance of a regional market, the advancement
of the green agenda, as well as good neighbourly relations as key areas for the EU integration
process. In conclusion, Ms Matuella stated that North Macedonia had fulfilled its tasks and
that the EU had to act as soon as possible.

Ms Elsa FENET, Head of Division "Western Balkans', European External Action Service, also

PE698.394v01-00 2/7



highlighted North Macedonia’s full alignment with the EU foreign policy, notably in recent
months, following the Russian invasion of Ukraine. She commended the move and
acknowledged that it came with a price, which the EU would try to help mitigate. She
underlined that the war in Ukraine was exposing the existing weaknesses of countries in the
region, including its dependence on Russian fossil fuels. She recognised North Macedonia’s
participation in CFSP missions. She welcomed the improvement of the country’s ranking in
terms of media freedom. She also pointed out the significance of the fact the 27 EU foreign
ministers would hold an informal meeting with the six Western Balkan foreign ministers. Ms
Fenet underlined it would be best to hold the IGCs with Albania and North Macedonia as soon
as possible.

Ms. Matuellaalso explained that the Commission was mapping several economic and regional
packages which could help to figure out the challenges that the recent sanctions might cause to
country’s economy. She mentioned that micro-financial assistance could offer a structured
approach to fight economic decline. She stated that the recent COVID-19 crisis could be a good
model of how the Commission could support Western Balkan countries.

In the meeting, Mr Schieder also referred to the positive and innovative experience built in
cooperation with the Sobranie through the continuing Jean Monnet Dialogue (JMD), launched
during the previous legislature. He stated that the process was kept alive during the difficult
pandemic years, with several online meetings, followed by a mission to Skopje in September
2021. He underlined that improving the parliamentary rules and procedures is an ongoing
process and commended the political commitment acrossthe Sobranie to constructively engage
in the JMD and expressed his hope that the agreements reached during the 3rd round of
Dialogue would be implemented to enable the next round of Dialogue and raised the possibility
of a ‘retreat’ of the Working Group to finalise the work on the Rules of Procedure.

4. Draftagenda and draft programme of the 19th JPC

The draft agenda and draft programme of the 19t JPC were to be announced at a later stage,
following an agreement on a June visit to Skopje.

5. Any other business
No further questions / business was raised after the discussion.
6. Date and place of the next meeting

The date and place of the next meeting in Skopje, North Macedonia, likely taking place in
June, was to be announced shortly.

The meeting closed at 10.30.

3/7 PE698.394v01-00

EN



NPUCBHCTBEH JMCT/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENCNI LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/
ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/KATAZTAXHITAPONTQN/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/
LISTE DE PRESENCE/POPIS NAZOCNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLEJUMU REGISTRS/DALYVIU SARASAS/
JELENLETIiV/REGISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOSCI/LISTA DE PRESENCAS/
LISTA DE PREZENTA/PREZENCNA LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOCIH/LASNAOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA

Bropo/Mesa/Piedsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/ITpogdpeio/Bureau/Predsjednistvo/Uflicio  di presidenza/Prezidijs/
Biuras/Elnokség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsednictvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*)

Andreas Schieder (C), Irena Joveva (VC) (remotely), Marion Walsmann (VC)

Unenose/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Mé\n/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputati/Nariai/
Képviselok/Membri/Leden/Postowie/Deputados/Deputati/Jasenet/Ledamdter

Massimo Casanova

3amectaui/ Suplentes/Nahradnici/Stedfo rtreedere/Stellvertreter/ As endusliikmed/ AvamAnpwtéc/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/
Supplenti/Aizstajeji/Pavaduojantysnariai/P 6ttagok/S ostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastepcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanti/Nahradnici/
Namestniki/Varajésenet/Suppleanter

209 (7)

216 (3)

56 (8) (Touxa or mueBHms per/Punto del orden del dia/Bod pofadu jednani (OJ)/Punkt pa dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/
Péevakorra punkt/Huepnow Awdtoén Enueio/Agenda item/Point OJ/Tocka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kartibas
punkts/Darbotvarkés punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Agenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porzadku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea
de zi/Bod programu schodze/T ocka UL/Esityslistan kohta/F 6redragningslista punkt)

- Ambassador Agneza RUSIPOPOVSKA, Mission of the Republic of North Macedonia to the 3
EU

- Ms Michela Matuella, Head of Unit for Albania and North Macedonia, DG NEAR, European
Commission

- Ms Elsa FENET, Head of Division ‘ Western Balkans’, European External Action Service

PE698.394v01-00 4/7

EN



Ha6mronarenw/Observadores/P ozorovatel é/Observ aterer/Beobacht er/ Vaatlejad/Ilopatnpntég/Observers/Observ ateurs/Promatra i/
Osservatori/Noverotaji/Stebétojai/Megfigyel 6k/Osservaturi/W aarnemers/Obserwator zy/Observadores/Observ atori/Pozorovatelia/
Opazovalci/T arkkailijat/Observatorer

ITo nokana Ha npencenarens/Por invitacion del presidente/Na pozvani predsedy/Efier indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des
Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Me tpockinon tov [Ipoédpov/At the invitation of the Chair(wo)man/Sur 1'invitation du président/

Na poziv predsjednika/Su invito del presidente/P&c priek$sédétaja uzaicinagjuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnok meghivasara/

Fugq stedina tac-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczacego/A convite do Presidente/La invitatia
presedintelui/Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/Pé ordforandens inbjudan

Cuoeer/Consejo/Rada/R &det/Rat/Noukogu/Zvupovio/Council/Conseil/Vijete/Consiglio/Padome/T aryba/T anacs/Kunsill/R aad/
Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Radet (*)

Komucus/Comision/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Euroopa Komisjon/Enwwpony/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottsag/
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissdao/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*)

EBpomeiicka cinyx0a 3aBpHIIHA JeiHOCT/Servicio Europeo de Accion Exterior/Evropska sluzba pro vnéjsi innost/
EU-Udenrigstjenesten/Europdischer Auswértiger Dienst/Euroopa vilisteenistus/Evponaikn Yrnpeoio. E€wtepucrig Apdong/European
External Action service/Service européen pour l'action extérieure/Europska sluzba za vanjsko djelovanje/Servizio europeo per I’ azione
esterna/Eiropas Argjas darbibas dienests/Europos iSorés veiksmy tarnyba/Eurdpai Kiiliigyi Szolgalat/Servizz Ewropew ghall-Azzjoni
Esterna/Europese dienst voor extern optreden/Europejska Stuzba Dziatan Zewnetrznych/Servigo Europeu para a Acgdo Externa/
Serviciul european pentru actiune externa/Europska sluzba pre vonkajsiu ¢innost/Evropska sluzba za zunanje delovanje/Euroopan
ulkosuhdehallinto/Europeiska avdelningen for yttre atgérd (*)

Jpyru urcturyimn/Otras  instituciones/Ostatni organy a instituce/Andre institutioner/Andere Organe/Muud institutsioonid/
AL Oeopucd 6pyava/Other institutions/Autres institutions/Druge institucije/Altre istituzioni/Citas iestades/Kitos institucijos/
Mas intézmények/Istituzzjonijiet ohra/Andere instellingen/Inne instytucje/Outras Instituicdes/Alte institutii/Iné institicie/Muut
toimielimet/Andra institutioner/organ

5/7 PE698.394v01-00

EN



EN

Jpyru yyactauim/Otros participantes/Ostatni uéastnici/Endvidere deltog/Andere T eilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Eniong Iapovtec/Other
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klatesoSie/Kiti dalyviai/Mas résztvev8k/Partecipanti ohra/Andere
aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alti participanti/Ini ucastnici/Drugi udelezenci/Muut osallistujat/Ovriga deltagare

Cekperapuar Ha moauTuyeckute rpymw/Secretaria de los Grupos politicos/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/I"papporteion Tov IToAwkav Opddwv/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat des
groupes politiques/T ajniStva klubova zastupnika/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariats/Frakcijy sekretoriai/
Képviseldcsoportok titkarsaga/Segretarjat gruppi politici/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secr. dos grupos
politicos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariat politickych skupin/Sekretariat politi¢nih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristot/
Gruppemas sekretariat

PPE Jan-Willem Vlasman
S&D
Jorgen Siil
Renew
Verts/ALE
D Angelo Cialfi
ECR
GUE/NGL
NI Evangelos Katsiavas

Kab6uner Ha npencenarensi/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelar predsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Prasidenten/Presidendi
kantselei/T" pageio TIpoédpov/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Ured predsjednika/Gabinetto del Presidente/Prieks$sédétaja
kabinets/Pirmininko kabinetas/Elnoki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczacego/Gabinete do
Presidente/Cabinet Presedinte/Kancelaria predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli

Kabuner Ha renepannus cekperap/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelar generalniho tajemnika/Generalsekreterens Kabinet/
Kabinett des Generalsekretérs/Peasekretéri biiroo/I'pageio I'evikov I'poppatéo/Secretary-General's  Office/Cabinet du Secrétaire
général/Ured glavnog tajnika/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Generalsekretara kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/
Fétitkari hivatal/Kabinett tas-Segretarju Generali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do
Secretario-Geral/Cabinet Secretar General/Kancelaria generdlneho tajomnika/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Padsihteerin kabinetti/
Generalsekreterarens kansli

PE698.394v01-00 6/7



T'enepanna mupekims/Direccion General/Generalni feditelstvi/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/T'evikry  AwcbOvvon/
Directorate-General/Direction générale/Glavna uprava/Direzione generale/Generaldirektorats/Generalinis direktoratas/F 6igazgatosag/
Direttorat Generali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcgio-Geral/Directii  Generale/Generalne riaditel'stvo/Generalni
direktorat/Pédosasto/Generaldirektorat

DG PRES
DG IPOL
DG EXPO
DG EPRS
DG COMM
DG PERS
DG INLO
DG TRAD
DG LINC
DG FINS
DG ITEC

DG SAFE

TIpaBHa ciyx6a/Servicio Juridico/Pravni sluzba/Juridisk T jeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Oigusteenistus/Nopur, Yanpeoio/Legal Service/
Service juridique/Pravna sluzba/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/T eisés tarnyba/Jogi szolgalat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/
Wydziat prawny/Servigo Juridico/Serviciu Juridic/Pravny servis/Oikeudellinen yksikko/Réttstjansten

Cexkperapuar Ha komucusta/Secretaria de la comision/Sekretariat vyboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/ Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni
sekretariaat/T poppateio erwpomnc/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/T ajniStvo odbora/Segreteria della commissione/
Komitejas sekretariats/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottsag titkarsaga/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/Sekretariat komisji/
Secretariado da comissdo/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristd/Utskottssekretariatet

Igor Miskulin, Adam Isaacs, Andre De Munter

CrrpynHuk/Asistente/ Asistent/Assistent/ Assistenz/Bon00og/Assistant/ Assistente/Paligs/Padéjéjas/ Asszisztens/ Asystent/Pomocnik/
Avustaja/Assistenter

Vesselina Veleva

* (P) = Ilpencenaren/Presidente/Predseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/IIp6edpog/Chair(wo)m an/Président/Predsjednik/Priek§sedetajs/

Pirmininkas/Elnok/'Chairman'/Voorzitter/Przewodniczacy/Presedinte/Predseda/Predsednik/Puheenjohtaja/Ord forand e

(VP) = 3amecrauk-npencenaten/ Vicepresid ente/Mistopfedseda/Naest orm and/Stellvertretender Vorsitzender/ Aseesimees/ Avtutpoedpog/
Vice-Chair(wo)man/Potpredsjednik/Vice-Président/Potpredsjednik/Priek§sédétaja vietnieks/Pirmininko pavaduotojas/Alelnok/
Vi¢i 'Chairman'/Ondervoorzitter/ Wiceprzewodniczacy/ Vice-Presidente/ Vicepres edinte/Podpredseda/P odpredsednik/
Varapuheenjohtaja/Vice ordforande

(M) = Unen/Miembro/Clen/Medlem./Mitglied/Parlamendiliige/Méhog/Member/Membre/Clan/Membro/Deputats/Narys/Képvisel 6/
Membru/Lid/Cztonek/Membro/Membru/Clen/Poslanec/Jisen/Ledamot

(F) = Jmexuocto suue/Funcionario/Utednik/T jenestemand/Beamter/ Ametnik/YnéAAniog/Official/F onctionnaire/Duznosnik/
Funzionario/lerédnis/Pareigiinas/Tisztvisel6/Ufli¢jal/ Ambtenaar/ Urzednik/Funcionario/Functionar/Uradnik/Uradnik/Virk amies/
Tjansteman

7/7 PE698.394v01-00

EN



