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Brussels 

The meeting opened at 14.00 on Thursday, 3 February 2022, with Nathalie Loiseau (Chair) 
presiding. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (OJ - PE698.375) 
 

The draft agenda was adopted.  

 
2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the D-UK constitutive meeting of 9 December 2021 

(PV - PE698.374) 
 
 

The draft minutes of the D-UK constitutive meeting of 9 December 2021 were adopted. 
 
3. Chair’s announcements  
 

 
The Chair informed Members that Commission Vice President Maroš Šefčovič was meeting 
UK Foreign Secretary Liz Truss at the same of this delegation meeting. She briefly discussed 
their previous meeting on 24 January 2022 and noted that the Secretariat had distributed their 

joint statement been to Members.  
  
The Chair outlined the delegation’s coordination with the UKCG (United Kingdom 
Coordination Group). As Chair of D-UK, she reminded Members that she is also co-chair of 

the UKCG together with the chairs of the AFET and INTA committees. She recalled that the  
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aim of this arrangement was to ensure coordination and synergies within the Parliament and to 
speak to UK Parliament with a single voice. 

 
The Chair then announced the Written Ministerial Statement announcing the nominative 
composition of the delegation to the EU-UK Parliamentary Partnership Assembly from the UK 
Parliament had been published on 26 January 2022. 

 

 
4. State of play of EU-UK relations  
 

Exchange of views with Mr Stefan FUEHRING, Head of Unit for the EU-UK Trade and 
Cooperation Agreement, General Secretariat, European Commission and Mr Will 
MACFARLANE, Director for Economic and Financial Affairs, UK Mission to the EU 

Mr Stefan FUEHRING, Head of Unit for the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement, 
General Secretariat, European Commission, stressed that the Withdrawal Agreement (WA) 
and the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) constitute the framework for the EU-UK 

relations. He emphasised that these agreements could not be renegotiated. He noted that EU 
understood some of the difficulties encountered during their implementation, in particular in 
Northern Ireland, and had proposed an ambitious package of measures to facilitate its 
application on the ground, but these measures had to be developed in the framework of the 

existing Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland.  
 

Mr Will MACFARLANE, Director for Economic and Financial Affairs, UK Mission to 
the EU, emphasised that the EU and the UK are close neighbours and allies. Their relations are 

based on the TCA but goes beyond that. The UK is a strategic partner and ally and they must 
cooperate on issues of common interest, as for instance the situation in Ukraine. He referred to 
the important progress made by the specialised committees and to their intention to engage with 
civil society through the Civil Society Forum. He also mentioned the interest of the UK in 

associating to some EU programmes but regretted that the delays on the EU side had led to 
uncertainty among the potential beneficiaries in the UK, in particular as regards Horizon 
Europe. Regarding the Protocol on Ireland and Northern Ireland, he acknowledged the EU 
proposals but considered that they are not sufficient to solve the problems on the ground and 

called for fundamental, pragmatic and durable solutions. 
 

In addition to the Chair, 11 other Members participated in the debate: Mr Tom Vand (BE, EPP), 
Ms Katarina Barley (DE, S&D), Ms Terry Renke (DE, Greens/EFA), Ms Anna Fotyga (PL, 

ECR), Mr Chris Macmanus (IE, the Left), Francisco José Millán Mon (ES, EPP), Mr Barry 
Andrews (IE, Renew), Mr Sean Kelly (IE, EPP), Ms Danuta Huebner (PL, EPP), Mr Pedro 
Silva Pereira (PT, S&D), Mr Thijs Reuten (NL, S&D). Many of them condemned the unilateral 
decision of Northern Ireland’s minister of Agriculture to stop all customs checks on food and 

farm products. Several Members also raised the need for further cooperation on foreign and 
security policy, as well as the involvement of Parliaments, stakeholders and civil society in the 
implementation of the agreements, the UK’s participation in EU programmes and the state of 
play of the negotiations on Gibraltar.  

 
Mr FUEHRING responded to Members’ questions starting by how to involve interested 
parties further. Formally, he referred to the TCA Domestic Advisory Group and the Civil 
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Society Forum. Informally, he underlined that the Commission has met and continues to meet 
numerous industries, interested parties and partners. Responding the questions on foreign and 

security policy, he reminded Members that the EU and the UK had come to a political 
agreement on the matter in 2019, but the UK side did not want to retain this topic during the 
2020 negotiations of the TCA. However, he noted that, in practice there was ad-hoc 
cooperation. He stressed that the UK was a like-minded partner although there was no 

structured forum on security and foreign policy. UK’s participation in Erasmus+ followed the 
same fate, although included in 2019 political declaration, the UK did not agree to include this 
issue in the TCA.  On questions related to the level playing field, Mr FUEHRING ensured that 
Commission remains very vigilant. As regards the Brexit Freedom Bill (aiming at accelerating 

the removal of EU rules from UK legislation), Mr FUEHRING explained that this bill just sets 
the procedure for the UK to adjust its legislation after Brexit so in itself it would not lead to 
divergences. Finally, concerning Gibraltar, he said the two parties are still negotiating; stressing 
that it was very complicated but constructive negotiation.  

 
Mr MACFARLANE, responding firstly to Members’ questions on the decision of the 
Northern Ireland's minister of Agriculture announced the day before, emphasised that checks 
are continuing to take place and the UK Government was monitoring the situation very closely. 

Yet, he noted that the operation of checks was a matter for the Northern Ireland Executive as it 
was a devolved issue.  He recalled that the UK had been consistently clear that these checks 
were causing serious problems. He noted that the UK wanted to reach a durable solution 
because the Protocol is not working. Regarding foreign policy and security questions, he 

responded that formal structures were not pursued in the TCA but the UK and the EU are 
working together in this area. On divergence queries, he pointed out that it was time to put aside 
the divisions of recent years and come together. Healthy competition and innovative reform 
benefits both sides. He added that the UK wanted both the EU and the UK to succeed in the 

global economy. Answering Members’ questions on EU programmes, and in particular about 
Erasmus+, he stated that during the negotiations the UK had sought terms that would allow it 
to participate in Erasmus+, while representing value for money to British taxpayers. That was 
not possible to achieve associating to the current programme. He remarked that the UK had 

contributed more than it had received from Erasmus+, adding that a new UK scheme is 
underway, called the Alan Turing scheme. He underscored the UK’s continued interest in 
associating to Horizon Europe.  

 
 
5. The situation of EU citizens living in the UK  

Exchange of views with Mr Michal MEDUNA, Unit for the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement, 
General Secretariat, European Commission ; Sir Ashley FOX, Chair of the Independent 
Monitoring Authority for Citizens’ Rights Agreements ;  Ms Fiona GODFREY, co-chair of 
British in Europe ; Mr Luke PIPER, Head of Policy, the3million 

 
Mr Michal MEDUNA, General Secretariat, European Commission, stated that EU Member 

States had shown a lot of flexibility and pragmatism in their implementation of the citizens’ 
rights provisions in the WA. He noted that 14 Member States had opted to operate a declaratory 
regime, which closely resembles free movement, while 13 Member States had opted to operate 
a constitutive residency scheme like the UK. He enumerated that an estimated 1.1 million UK 

citizens live in the EU. In the Member States that had opted for a constitutive residency scheme, 
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almost 95% of UK citizens hold residency documents. He noted that uptake was slower in the 
declaratory regimes with one-third of UK nationals holding residency documents but this was 

due to the laxer rules in these countries. As regards EU citizens’ living in the UK, he underlined 
Commission's concern about:  
 

 the lack of legal certainty for beneficiaries of the WA about their status;  

 the loss of residence rights by EU citizens with pre-settled status who did not apply to 
have their status upgraded to settled status in time;  

 the temporary protection granted to those EU citizens who only applied after the 

deadline;  

 the UK’s digital only scheme.  
 
He qualified these concerns by remarking that the Commission was happy with how the UK-

EU settlement scheme works and the fact that no late application has been rejected, so far, on 
the grounds of having missed the deadline. He also informed about the UK’s concerns 
regarding:  

 problems that UK citizens are facing in declaratory countries in proving their residency 

status;  

 lack of detail on what will happen to those who applied after the application deadline;  

 persistent problems of misapplications of the WA. 

 
The Commission is working with Member States to address these concerns.  
 

Sir Ashley FOX, Chair of the Independent Monitoring Authority for Citizens ’ Rights 

Agreements (IMA), informed Members about IMA’s role in protecting the rights of EU 
citizens living in the UK and Gibraltar. Eligible citizens should be able to continue to work, 
live and raise families as they did before the UK left the EU. He highlighted that IMA could 
investigate and take legal action where there was evidence of a breach of rights in the areas set 

out in the WA. In this context, he informed about the first judicial review IMA had issued 
against the Home Office concerning the EU Settlement Scheme. He informed Members that he 
had met with many Member States’ representatives over the previous 12 months, gaining 
invaluable insight about their concerns. He said that the IMA had held regular briefing sessions 

with the media to explain its work and raise awareness. The IMA also had a citizens’ panel 
consisting of 60 citizens from across the EU, who share their experiences and support and 
challenge the way the IMA works. He gave the example of three problems the IMA discovered: 
 

 Firstly, there were delays for EU citizens trying to get national insurance documentation. 
This could have prevented them from being able to access medical care when in Europe. 
The IMA has worked with HM Revenue and Customs services to address this.  

 Secondly, eligible EU citizens living in England could have been excluded from 

receiving childcare. The IMA worked with the Department of Education to address this.  

 Thirdly, some local councils wrongly removed EU citizens from social housing. The 
IMA has taken judicial review against the Home Office for withholding rights from EU 

citizens who failed to apply for residency before the deadline.  
 
Ms Fiona GODFREY, co-chair of British in Europe, noted the delays in the issuance of 
residency cards in some Member States leading to employment issues and access to health care. 

Some UK citizens faced threat of being denied re-entry if they did not have the WA cards. 
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There were also concerns about the registration of children. She noted that there was likely to 
be issues with changing from ordinary status to permanent residency in some Member States. 

Some Member States had issued a disproportionate number of temporary  residency cards rather 
than permanent residency ones. She stated that there was also a lack of clarity on the appeals 
process for status decisions of UK citizens. She highlighted that there was no equivalent to Mr 
Fox’s IMA in the EU for UK citizens. UK citizens did not always know where to turn nor did 

they always know their rights or that they may have lost rights by not applying before deadlines. 
She finished by informing Members that this would be British in Europe’s last speech to the 
European Parliament, as it was closing down due to a lack of funding.  
 

Mr Luke PIPER, Head of Policy, the3million, submitted that the UK did not seem to 
acknowledge some of the persistent problems related to the implementation of the citizens’ 
rights provisions in the WA. He said that many EU citizens were unaware of their rights or how 
to enforce them. He remarked that the UK had invested huge resources into encouraging people 

to apply to these schemes, but that those resources seemed to be reducing now. He stressed that 
there was still a six-month backlog of cases. The helpline was less responsive than it used to 
be. He highlighted numerous reports of people being stuck abroad for months because of 
bureaucratic issues in enforcing their rights.  

 
Due to time constraints, the Chair informed the Members that the debate would have to take the 
form of written responses from the guest speakers to Members questions.  
 

 
6. Future activities of the delegation 
 
The Chair announced that the European Parliament delegation would be working with their 

counterpart delegation in the UK to decide on the Rules of Procedure for the Parliamentary 
Partnership Assembly (PPA). She also informed Members of her intention to request the 
authorisation of the EP Conference of  Presidents for organising the first meeting of the PPA as 
soon as possible. The Chair went on to ask that Members send written requests for what they 

would like to discuss at both future delegation meetings and at the PPA. 
  
7. Any other business  
 

No other business was discussed. 
 

The meeting closed at 15.30. 
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209 (7) 

 

216 (3) 

/ 

56 (8) (Точка от дневния ред/Punto del orden del día/Bod pořadu jednání (OJ)/Punkt på dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/ 
Päevakorra punkt/Σημείο της ημερήσιας διάταξης/Agenda item/Point OJ/Točka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kārtības 
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Mr Stefan Fuehring, Head of Unit for the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (SG, EC) ; Mr Will 
Macfarlane,Director for Economic and Financial Affairs, UK Mission to EU 

Mr Michal Meduna, EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement (SG, EC) ; Sir Ashley Fox, Chair of the Independent 

Monitoring Authority for Citizen’s Rights Agreements; Ms Fiona GODREY, Co-Chair of British in Europe ; 
Mr Luke Piper, Head of Policy “ the3million” 
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Item 5 
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