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New approach for integrated farm statistics
European agricultural statistics represent a complex system of data describing the numerous facets
of agriculture. They provide detailed knowledge allowing the taking of informed decisions and the
shaping and evaluation of agricultural policies based on hard evidence. Farm structure statistics are
the backbone of this system. The European Commission proposes a new approach for integrated
farm statistics to create a more coherent, flexible and interlinked system of agricultural statistics.

Background
Since 1966 the Farm Structure Survey has provided harmonised data on the structure of EU farms. Besides
their participation in the food supply chain as food producers and suppliers for the food-processing industry,
EU farms and farmers also provide public goods, such as taking care of rural landscapes and biodiversity.
Moreover, 27 % of the EU budget is spent on direct payments to support farmers’ incomes. These different
aspects need to be captured by comprehensive and up-to-date statistics, in order to measure the economic,
social and environmental dimensions of a changing agriculture. Earlier legislation provided for a programme
of surveys up to 2016. New legislation, based on the proposal now before Parliament and the Council, would
need to enter into force by 2018 for an agricultural census to run in 2020.

European Commission proposal
As part of the Strategy for Agricultural Statistics 2020 and beyond, in December 2016 the Commission adopted
a proposal on integrated farm statistics. The proposal retains the general provisions and core data of the
existing legislation, to maintain long time-series for trend analysis. Moreover, it introduces a number of
significant changes: a collection framework with surveys varying in frequency and sampling, which combines
traditional and new data, such as data related to the greening of direct payments; rules on the use of
administrative data sources to reduce the burden for administrations and respondents; better set-up of
current thresholds to exclude consistently non-relevant survey units; the integration of the legislation on
permanent crop statistics; and a common nomenclature of codes and definitions, with clarification of certain
concepts such as of agricultural holdings.
A flexible and modular framework
The new approach proposes a decennial
Agricultural Census collecting core structural data
from all EU farms (12.2 million farms were
counted in 2010) in line with the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization's programme for
agricultural censuses; Farm Structure Surveys,
collecting core structural data from a large sample
of farms (1.6 million in 2013) in interim years; and
'Modules' collecting data on specific topics, as
shown in table 1, from sub-samples of the farms
surveyed for the core data. The Commission can
propose additional data collections on an ad hoc
basis to address new data needs.

European Parliament position
The legislative file (2016/0389(COD)) has been assigned to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural
Development (AGRI). The rapporteur (Viorica Dăncilă, S&D, Romania) is currently preparing her draft report,
and the vote in plenary is expected in autumn 2017.

Table 1 – Topics and survey years
2020 2023 2026

Core structural variables C S S

Labour force and other gainful activities M M M

Rural development M M M

Animal welfare and manure management M M

Irrigation M

Soil management practices M

Machinery and equipment M

Orchard M

Vineyard M

C = Agricultural Census; S = Farm Structure Survey; M = Module data
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