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Dear Reader, 

The cultural and creative sectors as well 
as the education and training systems 
across Europe have been severely 
affected by the impact of the COVID-19-
related public health measures.  
Festivals and concerts have been  
cancelled; theatres, museums, cinemas 

and educational institutions have closed; a number of projects funded 
through Creative Europe, Erasmus+ and the European Solidarity 
Corps have been suspended or postponed. While the effects of COVID
-19 have revealed the creative industries’ volatility, they have, in the 
field of education, shown the crucial importance of online learning, 
boosted its development and highlighted new challenges. In order to 
outline policy recommendations to support the sectors' recovery and 
enhance their resilience to similar crises in the future, the Policy De-
partment for Structural and Cohesion Policies has launched two in-
depth studies to examine the effects of the COVID-19 crisis on educa-

tion, youth and culture across Europe. 

Sabine Verheyen, MEP  

Chair of the Committee on Culture and Education 

Fact Sheets pro-
vide non-
specialists with a 
straightforward 
and accurate 
overview of the 
EU institutions and policies, and of the role   
the European Parliament plays in their  
development.  

With access to around 180 Fact Sheets, rea-
ders will find that this is a concise yet com-
prehensive source of information. 

Fact Sheets cover five main areas: How the 
European Union works; Economy, science 
and quality of life; Cohesion, growth and 
jobs; Citizens: fundamental rights, security 
and justice; and the EU’s external relations.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/factsheets 

 

FACT SHEETS FOCUS 

Evaluation is the collection of 

evidence to formulate a judge-
ment on the merits of an inter-

vention, programme or policy. 
Cohesion Policy is  one of the 

most evaluated EU policies. 

This study analyses the role of 
evaluation in Cohesion Policy, with a focus on the 2014 - 2020  

programming period. It presents and assesses those EU rules which 

shape evaluations and their implementation at both the EU and  
Member State levels. Based on this  evidence, it discusses possible  

options for the post–2020 period.  
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

Strengthening the Fundamental Rights Agency 

The regulatory framework under which the Fundamental Rights Agency operates is 
not fully appropriate for it to discharge its mandate effectively. The FRA faces four 
limitations: its areas of work are defined only every five years; its Regulation does not 
explicitly set out its role; it can only submit opinions based on a request by an EU  
institution; and its sole focus on the Charter of Fundamental Rights. This study looks 
into how this situation could be improved. 

Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

Just Transition Fund  

How the EU budget can best assist in the necessary transition from fossil fuels to  
sustainable energy? The Commission's proposal intends to provide support to territo-
ries facing serious socioeconomic challenges related to the transition towards climate 
neutrality. This report analyses how the EU can best ensure a ‘just transition’ in all its 
territories and for all its citizens with the tools at its disposal.  

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs 

EU-China trade and investment relations in challenging times 

EU-China trade and investment relations have been expanding very fast in recent 
years, making the bilateral economic relationship one of the most important ones 
globally.  The study requested by the INTA Committee analyses the current state of 
trade and investment relations with China and recommends actions for the EU and 
the EP on how to deal with rising challenges coming out of China (technology, Belt 
and Road Initiative).  

Policy Department for External Relations  

The e-Commerce Directive  

The e-commerce Directive was adopted in 2000 and has played a key role in the  
development of online platforms in Europe.  The study, provided by the Policy  
Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies, assesses the effects 
of the Directive as a cornerstone of the Digital Single Market. On that basis, it  
proposes some reforms for the future Digital Services Act. 

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies 
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AFCO     Artificial Intelligence and Civil Liability - June 2020 Policy departments provide in-house and exter-
nal expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bodies in 
shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses  

BUDG     Climate mainstreaming in the EU budget  - June 2020 

  EMPL   Mitigating employment and social effects of the 

  coronavirus pandemic - June 2020 

PECH      The CFP-infringement procedures and imposed sanctions 

  throughout the EU (2014-19) - July 2020  

AFET      The Geopolitical implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic  

  - Sep 2020 
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