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Dear Reader,
As the COVID-19 pandemic changes the future
perspectives of regional development, the European Parliament has been striving towards
properly tailored support mechanisms, which
can actively foster the green, digital and resilient recovery of the economy. When making
its decisions, the EU had to face the unprecedented dilemma of supporting emergency
actions, versus longer term recovery investments.

Flexibility and simplification have been crucial in mitigating the crisis, leading
to increased uptakes of European funds in all Member States. Yet this fast
response has further empowered national authorities within the Cohesion
Policy.
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The new REGI study ‘Cohesion Policy Measures in Response to the COVID-19
Pandemic’ points out that a successful recovery should be built upon longer
term strategic investments, with focus on the regional dimension.

Younous Omarjee, MEP
Chair of the Committee on Regional Development
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The EU has been very active in
setting up policy and funding instruments to tackle the health crisis and
support the economic recovery process in the wake of COVID-19.
This paper provides a first review of
Cohesion Policy measures in response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
including preliminary insights on their uptake and reflections on their
impact. It concludes with policy pointers on how to use the measures as
accelerators for structural change.
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs

Has the Schengen Monitoring and Evaluation Mechanism managed to realise its full
potential? This study assesses operation and impact of the Schengen Evaluation and
Monitoring Mechanism in its first five years (2014-19). The ongoing Schengen crisis is
rooted in political changes and structural faults of the Schengen regime. Despite
these obstacles, the resilience of the Schengen system should not be underestimated.

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs

On the occasion of the nomination of a new Polish member for the Court of
Auditors, the briefing describes the national nomination process and the roles of the
EP and the Council. Recently, the Polish government has nominated Mr Marek
Opioła. His nomination received a positive opinion by the Sejm Committe on EU
Affairs on 27 October 2020. Mr Marek Opioła, whose statement before the CONT
committee takes place on 7 December 2020, is currently Vice-President of the Polish
Supreme Audit Office.

Policy Department for External Relations

Recent US measures directed against Iran, Cuba and Russia (North Stream 2) have
indirectly become a critical challenge for the European Union. The study shows that
extraterritorial sanctions have important economic implications for the EU and its
companies. Extraterritorial sanctions also raise critical questions about their legality
under general international law, WTO law and other specific international rules.
Some measures taken by the EU could be improved.

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies

The Agency for Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) plays a pivotal and growing
role in energy systems and markets in the EU but has been bedevilled by budget
shortages. The study requested by the ITRE committee examines ACER’s financial
and human resources and the impact of budget limitations on its capacity to properly fulfil its legal mandate. It looks at how ACER operates, how its tasks have grown
since it was set up in 2011, and analyses its request for an increased budget.

FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS
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CONT

MEP’s pension rights before and after the Members Statute in
2009 - Dec 2020

ENVI

Air pollution and COVID-19 - Dec 2020

SEDE

The European Space sector as an enabler of EU strategic
autonomy - Dec 2020

Policy departments provide in-house and
external expertise to support EP
committees and other parliamentary bodies in shaping legislation and exercising
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.

LIBE

The impact of the European Parliament action in the development and defence of LGBTI rights in Europe - Jan 2021

TRAN

Relaunching transport and tourism in the EU after COVID-19 Jan 2021

Send your details to:
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu

All publications:
www.europarl.europa.eu/
supporting-analyses

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the policy departments of the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily
represent the official position of the European Parliament. © Images and photos used under the license or the right of use by the European
Parliament.

