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The Abraham Accords 
On 15 September 2020, in a White House ceremony, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain signed the 
'Abraham Accords' with Israel, normalising pre-existing relations between them that have grown stronger mainly 
over fears of an expansionist Iran and loss of faith in the US's role as security provider. The accords, brokered by 
the US, mark a diplomatic breakthrough in the Middle East, which has seen a growing number of Arab League 
states strengthen ties with Israel. However, the Palestinian Authority and all Palestinian factions denounced the 
agreements, on which they were not consulted and which make no reference to ending Israel's occupation of 
Palestinian land. The accords are expected to generate important economic benefits for the participating states. 

Background 
Though they were never at war with Israel, the Arab Gulf States have historically been united in refusing to 
normalise relations with Israel in the absence of a just and comprehensive peace agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. At the 2002 Arab League summit in Beirut, Gulf States, led by Saudi Arabia, signed up 
to the Arab Peace Initiative, making normalisation of ties with Israel conditional on Israeli withdrawal from 
all territories occupied since 1967, and Israel's acceptance of an independent Palestinian state, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. Yet in recent years, Israel and certain Arab Gulf States have grown closer, drawn 
together by shared security concerns over Iran and the Muslim Brotherhood, strategic considerations and 
economic interests. The Abraham Accords have put a (temporary) stop to Israeli plans to annex parts of the 
West Bank, which had seemed imminent only a few months ago. However, to the great dismay of 
Palestinians, they also removed a key incentive for Israel to end occupation of Palestinian land, namely the 
prospect of normalisation with the Arab world. As the regions' geostrategic priorities have shifted, the Arab-
Israeli conflict and the Palestinian quest for a state are no longer a priority for many Arab states. 

The Abraham Accords 
On 13 August 2020, the UAE and Israel announced that they had reached an agreement to fully normalise 
bilateral relations, including the opening of embassies, trade and technology exchanges, direct flights and 
tourism, and cooperation in security and intelligence and a range of civilian fields. In a side deal to the 
accords, the US administration is poised to sell sophisticated warplanes – F 35s – to the UAE, a first for an 
Arab nation, and a move that potentially poses new security risks for the region, also imperilling Israel's 
Qualitative Military Edge. On 11 September, days before the White House signing ceremony, Bahrain 
announced that it would follow the UAE in normalising ties with Israel. In a separate development, on 
24 September, the US, Sudan's (transitional) government and Israel announced that Sudan, too, would 
establish diplomatic relations (subject to confirmation by the relevant national institutions). In return, the 
US administration, which also brokered this agreement, has promised to remove Sudan from the US list of 
state sponsors of terrorism, unblocking economic aid and investment, unless the US Congress objects. 
Following peace treaties with Egypt (in 1979) and Jordan (in 1994), this raises to five the number of Arab 
League states that have officially recognised Israel, or are in the process of doing so. There are cautious 
signs that others may – eventually – follow. 

European Union 
The EU has welcomed the accords between Israel and the UAE, Bahrain and Sudan, calling them a 
fundamental step for the stabilisation of the Middle East, the Red Sea region and the Horn of Africa. The EU 
specifically welcomed Israel's commitment to suspend plans to unilaterally annex parts of the occupied 
West Bank, which, over the summer, the EU had worked hard to stop. However, the EU also recalled its long-
term commitment to a comprehensive and lasting peace for the entire region, including a negotiated and 
viable two-state solution to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which Parliament supports. 
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