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Dear Reader, 

EU’s fisheries and aquaculture sec-
tors are some of the most heavily 
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. At 
the onset of the pandemic, fishers, 
fish farmers, processors and distribu-
tion workers of the industry, were 
severely suffering from disruptive 
economic shocks. However, the  
entire supply chain experienced a 

marked recovery through the second half of 2020. 

As the study commissioned by the Policy Department for Structural and 
Cohesion Policies demonstrates, the “better-than-expected” response of 
the sector was the product of operators’ resilience, as well as of EU’s and 
Member States’ enacting prompt mitigation measures. Throughout the CO-
VID-19 crisis, Parliament has proven its reactivity and readiness to respond 
effectively and support EU’s fisheries and aquaculture sectors. 

Pierre Karleskind, MEP, 
Chair of the Committee on Fisheries (PECH) 
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FOCUS 

EU fisheries and aquaculture sec-
tors were among the food sectors 
most immediately impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

This study analyses the main 
effects of COVID-19 on these sec-
tors during 2020. It gives an over-
view of general impacts of the 
crisis and develops eight case stud-

ies on selected Member States. It also provides policy recommendations in 
order to strengthen the sectors' resilience, and to address their current vul-
nerabilities. 

Scan the QR code 
to access the publication 

Policy Department for Economic,  
Scientific and Quality of Life Policies 
ECON - FISC - EMPL - ENVI - ITRE - IMCO 
poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Structural and  
Cohesion Policies 
TRAN - REGI - AGRI - PECH - CULT 
poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and 
Constitutional Affairs 
JURI - LIBE - AFCO - FEMM - PETI 
poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs 
BUDG - CONT 
poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for External Relations 
AFET - SEDE - DROI - DEVE - INTA 
poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu 

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies  

AT A GLANCE 
Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights 

CONTACTS 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/mental-health-and-well-being-in-the-digi/product-details/20211111WKS03921
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/mental-health-and-well-being-in-the-digi/product-details/20211111WKS03921
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/mental-health-and-well-being-in-the-digi/product-details/20211111WKS03921
mailto:poldep-economy-science@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-cohesion@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-citizens@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu
mailto:poldep-expo@ep.europa.eu
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/690880/IPOL_STU(2021)690880_EN.pdf


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

EU national Parliaments are recognised as active and legitimate players at a suprana-
tional level. However, their Europeanisation involves challenges that need to be ad-
dressed. This study examines how national Parliaments have adapted to these chal-
lenges over the last decade, and how they are involved in EU affairs.  

Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs  

This recent BUDG study suggests that the seven EU agencies in the health and safety 
field demonstrate strong European added value and that this is widely recognised by 
Member States and other stakeholders including business. The agencies have played 
an important role in the COVID-19 pandemic. The study concludes that the cost of 
‘non-agencies’ would be higher to the European Commission, national authorities 
and business than the current cost of the seven agencies to the EU budget. 

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  

This in-depth analysis reviews the state of play of EU policy action on foreign subsi-
dies and in public procurement markets. The EU identifies gaps in existing EU instru-
ments, and aims to take the lead at the multilateral level, promoting coordinated 
action. More specifically, it shows that the EU has taken initiative with: (i) FDI scree-
ning and trade defence reforms; (ii) the proposal for an International Procurement 
Instrument; and (iii) the proposal for a new regulation.   

Policy Department for External Relations  

Fair, simple, and efficient taxation is key to the EU goal of digital and sustainable 
transformation and crucial also to financing the post COVID recovery. This research 
paper for FISC commmittee explores the opportunities and challenges of new tech-
nologies for EU tax policy and administration. It stresses the need for greater intero-
perability in order to step up the fight against tax fraud and base erosion. It looks 
into the role the EU could play and considers potential legal challenges to EU action.  

Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies  
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AFET Promoting gender equality through parliamentary diplomacy - 

 November 2021 
Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  
committees and other parliamentary bod-
ies in shaping legislation and exercising  
democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  

Send your details to: 
ep-policydepartments@ep.europa.eu 

All publications: 
www.europarl.europa.eu/

supporting-analyses 
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