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Digital Europe programme 2021-2027 
In 2018, under the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027, the Commission put forward a 
proposal for a programme aimed at building the EU's strategic digital capacities (supercomputing, cybersecurity, 
artificial intelligence and skills) and at facilitating the deployment and uptake of digital technologies across 
Europe. Following an early second-reading agreement reached on 14 December 2020, Parliament is expected to 
vote on the proposal at second reading in April, finalising the ordinary legislative procedure.    

Background 
Compared to the United States or China, the EU lags behind regarding investments in the deployment of 
digital capacities and take-up of advanced digital technologies. As a result, for instance, supercomputers 
available in Europe cannot meet the demand of the European scientific and engineering research 
community, which is largely dependent on supercomputing facilities based in the United States. Moreover, 
the demand for supercomputer use in the EU is expected to grow in the coming years.  

European Commission proposal 
On 2 May 2018, the Commission adopted its proposals for a new MFF for 2021-2027, including a proposal 
for a new Digital Europe programme (DEP) aimed at tackling the current digital investment gap, supporting 
the large-scale deployment and use of digital capacities in five key areas (advanced computing and data, 
artificial intelligence, cybersecurity and advanced digital skills). The DEP is specifically aimed at funding 
actual deployment of technology, rather than research and experimental activities. The DEP will focus on 
areas where the funding needed is so large that no Member State can achieve results alone, in a timely way; 
where there is a need to gather resources that are disseminated throughout the EU (in computing power, 
data or expertise) to foster large-scale coordinated deployment, and where interoperability is critical. A 
network of 'Digital Innovation Hubs' will promote access to digital capacities. 

European Parliament position   
Parliament adopted its position at first reading on 17 April 2019, before the European elections. On 
4 June 2020, Parliament’s Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) adopted a decision to enter 
into interinstitutional negotiations, the mandate for negotiations being Parliament’s first-reading position. 
The conclusive trilogue meeting took place on 14 December 2020. The provisional agreement reached at 
early second reading was endorsed by Coreper, for the Council, on 18 December 2020 and approved by 
ITRE on 14 January 2021. The Council formally adopted its first-reading position on 16 March 2021, and ITRE 
adopted its recommendation for second reading on 13 April 2021. Parliament is expected to vote at second 
reading during the April plenary session, completing the ordinary legislative procedure. The DEP has an 
overall budget of €7.588 billion (current prices), a figure 17.5 % lower than the Commission proposal. This 
amount represents 15.3 % of Heading 1 of the MFF ('Single Market, Innovation and Digital'), or 0.6 % of the 
total MFF. The DEP budget has been allocated across five pillars, as follows: (i) €2.227 billion (29 % of the 
total budget) for high-performance computing; (ii) €2.062 billion (27 %) for artificial intelligence; 
(iii) €1.650 billion (22 %) for cybersecurity and trust; (iv) €577 million (8 %) for advanced digital skills; and 
(v) €1.072 billion (14 %) for deployment, best use of digital capacities, and interoperability.  

Recommendation for second reading: 2018/0227(COD); 
Committee responsible: ITRE; Rapporteur: Valter Flego 
(Renew, Croatia).   
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