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Modernisation of the European agricultural 
statistics system 

The European agricultural statistics system (EASS) is undergoing a major transformation, aiming to improve data 
quality by taking a more systemic and efficient approach. The modernisation process began some years ago with 
an evaluation of existing agricultural statistics. To complete the process, in February 2021, the European 
Commission put forward two proposals on statistics: on inputs and outputs of agricultural activities and on 
regional economic accounts for agriculture. The European Parliament is currently examining these proposals. 

Background  
Since the early years of the common agricultural policy (CAP), European agricultural statistics have provided 
production data on crops and animal products to help analyse the farming sector's production 
performance. Gradually, policy developments and subsequent new data needs triggered the establishment 
of data collections on agricultural prices, farm structures, plant protection products, etc. The current 
framework for agricultural statistics is based on a number of legislative acts and non-legislative agreements. 
For decades, this framework has served to support the design and evaluation of the CAP, and other EU 
policies – from environment and climate to trade. In 2016, the Commission published its 'Strategy for 
agricultural statistics for 2020 and beyond', accompanied by an impact assessment of subsequent potential 
legislative scenarios. Both the strategy and the impact assessment recommended a thorough programme 
to enhance the EASS, with a view to providing the most accurate statistics to enable policy-makers to take 
evidence-based decisions, while reducing the cost and burden of data collection. The systemic approach 
suggested envisages three regulations of the European Parliament and of the Council to cover all 
agricultural statistics domains, and to ensure consistency across them: 

 an integrated farm statistics (IFS) regulation covering data on farm structure, orchards and vineyards, 
proposed by the Commission in 2016 and then adopted as Regulation (EU) 2018/1091; 

 an amended regulation on the economic accounts for agriculture (EAA), proposed by the 
Commission in February 2021 with a view to being adopted by the end of 2021; 

 a framework regulation on agricultural input and output statistics (SAIO), proposed by the 
Commission in February 2021 with the objective of being adopted by 2022. 

European Commission proposals 
Regional economic accounts for agriculture 
As satellite accounts of the European System of Accounts (ESA), the EAA provide accounts information and 
concepts tailored to the specific nature of the agricultural sector, based on appropriate rules and methods 
set out by Regulation (EC) No 138/2004. The EAA include data on the value of output, intermediate 
consumption, subsidies and taxes, rent and interest, capital formation, etc., aggregated at national and 
NUTS2 regional levels, as defined by European Union (EU) legislation. They also provide agricultural labour 
input data. Thus, the EAA describe agriculture's contribution to national wealth and employment, and 
analyse the agricultural production processes and the primary income derived from agricultural activities. 
The Commission's proposal for an amending regulation on regional EAA aims to integrate regional EAA 
data (now collected under a gentlemen's agreement) into Regulation (EC) No 138/2004 as regards both the 
methodology and the deadlines for data delivery. It also puts forward provisions on quality reporting in line 
with relevant EU rules. Finally, the proposed regulation aims to extend the data delivery deadline for the 
EAA second estimate from the end of January to the end of March of the year following the reference year, 
in order to have a larger time span between the first and the second data delivery and to obtain better data 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/agriculture/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/749240/749310/Strategy+on+agricultural+statistics+Final+version+for+publication.pdf/9c7787ca-0e00-f676-7a64-7f56e74ec813
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/749240/749310/Strategy+on+agricultural+statistics+Final+version+for+publication.pdf/9c7787ca-0e00-f676-7a64-7f56e74ec813
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52016SC0430
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/623560/EPRS_ATA(2018)623560_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R1091
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Economic_accounts_for_agriculture_(EAA)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2013/549/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32004R0138
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/nuts-maps
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32003R1059
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/637924/EPRS_ATA(2019)637924_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2021:54:FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=celex:32009R0223
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quality. Estimates are currently delivered in November of the reference year and in January and September 
of the following year. The roadmap for this legislative initiative was open for feedback in autumn 2020.  

Statistics on agricultural input and output 
The Commission's proposal for a regulation on SAIO puts forward a framework for compiling statistics on 
the inputs and outputs of agricultural activities, along with the intermediate use of such output within 
agriculture and its collection and industrial processing. The proposed regulation would amend current rules 
on collecting data on eggs for hatching and farmyard poultry chicks, and repeal legislation in force on 
statistics on the production of livestock and meat, crops, and milk and milk products, and on the placing on 
the market and use of pesticides. This initiative is part of the Commission's regulatory fitness and 
performance programme (REFIT) and its roadmap was open for feedback in spring 2020. 
Figure 1 shows the four domains and the 
respective three topics for each domain 
that the Commission's proposal aims to 
cover. For each topic, the annex to the 
proposed regulation sets out a number 
of detailed topics (such as for crop 
production: arable crops and permanent 
grassland, horticulture, and permanent 
crops), transmission frequencies (twice 
per year, monthly, every three years, 
etc.), and reference periods (such as 
calendar year or dates). The datasets 
should also include data on organic 
production and products that comply 
with relevant EU rules. The statistical 
population targeted by the proposed act 
includes agricultural holdings, common 
land agricultural units, and enterprises 
providing goods and services for 
agriculture, or buying, collecting, or processing agricultural products (such as hatcheries, slaughterhouses 
and dairy enterprises). The data collection will provide aggregated data at NUTS2 regional level. Provided 
that the information collected meets the quality standards set out in the relevant EU rules, national 
authorities can use several sources and methods to collect the data required, including surveys, 
administrative databases (such as registers for animal identification or for managing and controlling farm 
payments), and other innovative approaches (such as modelling). Commission implementing regulations 
will define further detailed elements, such as the specifications of the datasets for each domain, the list and 
description of variables for each dataset, and other practical arrangements for data collection and quality 
reporting. In addition, the Commission envisages the possibility of introducing ad hoc data collections 
should the need arise – stemming from developments in agriculture or from changing legislative or policy 
priorities – to supplement the regular data collections. 

European Parliament 
The legislative files of the two proposals on European agricultural statistics – regional EAA and SAIO – were 
assigned to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI), with Petros Kokkalis (The Left, 
Greece) as rapporteur. Published on 21 May 2021, the rapporteur's draft report on the SAIO proposal puts 
forward amendments on environmental issues and on digital solutions for data collection. The rapporteur 
identifies additional data needs, such as on water use in agriculture and pesticides, veterinary antimicrobial 
medicinal products, and antibiotics in animal feed, with a view to evaluating and minimising agriculture's 
environmental footprint and preserving animal and human health. The votes in plenary on the two reports 
and on Parliament's negotiating mandates with Council are expected by the end of 2021. 

For further information, see the EP Legislative Train Schedule pages on 'Regional economic accounts for 
agriculture' and 'Statistics on agricultural input and output'. 

Figure 1 – Agricultural inputs and outputs: domains and 
topics 

Source: Author's work based on article 5 of the Commission 
proposal for a regulation on agricultural input and output statistics.
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