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EN 

ANIT inquiry committee concludes its work 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 had a positive impact on animal welfare during transport after its entry into 
force; however, its implementation is not yet harmonised across the European Union (EU). To investigate its 
application across Member States and whether the European Commission is enforcing them properly, the 
European Parliament set up a Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport (ANIT) in 
June 2020, which led to the drafting of a report and recommendations. A final debate on the report and vote on 
the draft recommendations are scheduled for the plenary session in January. 

Background 
Animals can be transported for breeding, fattening, slaughtering, sport or leisure purposes, as well as to 
relocate pets and laboratory animals. Almost 1.6 billion live animals farmed for food production were 
transported across the EU (85 %) and beyond EU borders (15 %) in 2019. An evaluation of the current EU 
legislative framework (Regulation No 1/2005) ensuring the welfare of live animals during transport found 
that, when correctly implemented and enforced, it had a positive impact on animal welfare. However, 
reports from the European Commission and non-governmental organisations found shortcomings, 
including that the implementation of the current rules is not harmonised in all Member States. The farm to 
fork strategy presented by the European Commission envisages a revision of EU animal welfare legislation 
by 2023, including on animal transport and the slaughter of animals, to align it with the latest scientific 
evidence, broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce and ultimately ensure a higher level of animal welfare. 

A European Parliament initiative 
On 19 June 2020, the European Parliament set up the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals 
during Transport (ANIT), to investigate Member States' implementation, and the Commission's 
enforcement, of the rules. During its 18-month mandate, ANIT held hearings with experts, gathered and 
published research, organised a questionnaire for Member States, and undertook fact-finding missions. On 
1 and 2 December 2021, the committee held its final meeting with a debate and vote on the 
1 233 proposed amendments and 97 compromise amendments on its report and recommendations.  
The co-rapporteurs presented the main outcomes of the report during a subsequent press conference, 
stating that the ANIT committee's work should lead to an improvement of the current situation, despite 
avoiding hard bans on certain controversial issues. Members urged the Commission and Member States to 
install closed-circuit television cameras, and temperature, humidity and ammonia recording devices on 
vehicles transporting live animals. It also called on the Commission to present an action plan, which should 
include a proposal on a specific fund for a transition from transporting breeding stock to shipping semen 
or embryos, and to transport carcasses and meat instead of livestock for slaughter. Journey times should be 
adapted to the age and animal species, while live animal exports should be approved only if European 
animal welfare standards apply up to the final destination.  
While, under Rule 208 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, the subject of the inquiry cannot be amended, 
the report concluding the ANIT committee's work is due for debate during the January 2022 plenary 
session. Members can nevertheless amend and vote upon the committee's draft recommendations. 

Own-initiative report: 2020/2269(INI); Committee responsible: ANIT; Rapporteurs: Daniel Buda (EPP, 
Romania) and Isabel Carvalhais (S&D, Portugal). 
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