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Russia's war on Ukraine: International reactions 
International condemnation of Moscow's war on Ukraine has reached far beyond Europe, as evidenced by 
overwhelming support for a United Nations (UN) resolution condemning the invasion. Several countries have 
gone further and joined the EU in adopting sanctions against Russia or sending military aid to Ukraine. 

Broad international condemnation of Russia's invasion at the UN 
On 2 March 2022, the UN General Assembly (UNGA) convened in a special session and adopted, with a 
broad majority (141 votes in favour, to 5 against, with 35 abstentions and 12 absentees), resolution ES‑11/1 
reaffirming Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity, condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine, and 
calling for the unconditional withdrawal of Russian forces from Ukraine. The text largely resembles the draft 
resolution vetoed earlier by Russia in the UN Security Council (UNSC). Unlike UNSC resolutions, UNGA 
resolutions cannot be vetoed, but are non-binding. Besides Russia and Belarus, the world's least democratic 
regimes – Eritrea, North Korea and Syria – also voted against the UNGA resolution. Several countries that 
abstained (in particular China and Pakistan, but also South Africa) emphasised the need to address the 
security interests of both parties to the conflict. In Africa, 17 countries abstained, including those importing 
Russian arms, those where the Russian Wagner Group is active, and two of the continent's most stable 
democracies, Senegal and South Africa. In Latin America, unsurprisingly, authoritarian regimes with 
traditional strong ties with Russia – Cuba and Nicaragua – abstained, along with Bolivia and El Salvador. In 
Asia, India and Vietnam, both importers of Russian arms, also abstained. Some countries have called for fair 
treatment of third countries' nationals at Ukraine's borders in light of reported incidents of discrimination. 

Sanctions adopted against Russia 
Both the EU and the United States (US) had promised before the war that Russia would pay a steep financial 
price for any attack on Ukraine, and have since coordinated their restrictive measures against Russia. In four 
rounds of sanctions, adopted on 23 February after Russia's recognition of the two so-called 'People's 
Republics' of Donetsk and Luhansk, and on 25 February, 28 February and 2 March after the start of the war, 
the EU imposed restrictions on individuals, including Vladimir Putin and senior Russian ministers; on 
financial transactions with all state-controlled banks; and on trade with the energy and aviation sectors, 
among others. Russian aeroplanes are banned from EU airspace and EU airports. US sanctions imposed from 
21 February to 3 March include restrictions on Russian state banks; full blocking sanctions on numerous 
Russian financial institutions and businesses, including the parent company of Russia's Nord Stream 2 
natural gas pipeline project and senior Russian and Belarussian political and business figures; and export 
controls on US technology. Moreover, EU countries, the US and others agreed to cut out certain Russian 
banks from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) financial 
transactions service. Discussions are ongoing in the US and the EU on a full ban on Russian oil imports.  
Other countries joined the EU and the US in imposing sanctions. On 28 February, Switzerland announced a 
break with its long-standing policy of neutrality to mirror EU financial sanctions on Russia. On 1 and 2 March, 
the United Kingdom (UK) published regulations introducing new financial, trade and shipping sanctions 
against Russia. In addition, several allies or strategic partners of the US in the Asia-Pacific region imposed 
sanctions, namely Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan, with Japan's 
sanctions, while less far-reaching than those imposed by the EU and the US, marking a departure from 
previous practice. Some of the countries that voted for the UNGA resolution, such as Brazil or Turkey, have 
however criticised the sanctions imposed on Russia, for different reasons.  

Commitment of military aid to Ukraine 
Both the EU (from the off-budget European Peace Facility) and the US paired sanctions with commitments 
of military aid to Ukraine in the form of money and weapons (but, so far, have neither sent combat troops 
nor made moves to impose a no-fly zone over Ukraine).

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1113152
https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sc14808.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/sc14808.doc.htm
https://v-dem.net/media/publications/dr_2022.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/eastern-europe/ukraine/ukraine-war-global-crisis#africa
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/how-did-asian-countries-vote-on-the-uns-ukraine-resolution/
https://www.gov.za/speeches/government-emergency-united-nations-general-assembly-special-session-ukraine-1-mar-2022
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20220302-guerre-en-ukraine-%C3%A0-l-onu-les-pays-africains-s-abstiennent-de-tout-soutien-%C3%A0-l-invasion-russe
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2022/02/08/russias-wagner-group-in-africa-influence-commercial-concessions-rights-violations-and-counterinsurgency-failure/
https://lequotidien.sn/guerre-en-ukraine-le-senegal-ne-semmele-pas-dakar-sabstient-lors-du-vote-contre-la-russie-a-lonu/
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-africa-criticized-for-abstaining-on-un-ukraine-resolution/6468748.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/Sanctions-vs.-caution-How-the-Ukraine-war-has-divided-Asia?del_type=1&pub_date=20220301190000&seq_num=8
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/04/ukraine-unequal-treatment-foreigners-attempting-flee
https://www.euronews.com/2022/02/04/uk-ukraine-crisis-eu
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-looking-help-ukraine-if-russia-cuts-energy-supply-official-2022-01-12/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2022)729287
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/25/russia-s-military-aggression-against-ukraine-eu-imposes-sanctions-against-president-putin-and-foreign-minister-lavrov-and-adopts-wide-ranging-individual-and-economic-sanctions/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/02/28/russia-s-military-aggression-against-ukraine-council-imposes-sanctions-on-26-persons-and-one-entity/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/03/02/russia-s-military-aggression-against-ukraine-eu-bans-certain-russian-banks-from-swift-system-and-introduces-further-restrictions/
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IN/IN11869
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-conflict/Removal-of-Russian-banks-from-SWIFT-system-5-things-to-know?utm_campaign=GL_asia_daily&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NA_newsletter&utm_content=article_link&del_type=1&pub_date=20220228123000&seq_num=2&si=381238
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-europeans-discussing-banning-russian-oil-imports-blinken-says-2022-03-06/
https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-87386.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-sanctions-on-russia
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/economic-measures-against-russia-and-lethal-military-equipment-ukraine
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-affairs/news/2022/03/canada-imposes-additional-economic-measures-on-russian-energy-sector.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/press6e_000371.html
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz-allows-significant-expansion-sanctions-russia-0
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/03/20220305-sanctions
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/skorea-bans-exports-strategic-items-russia-join-swift-sanctions-2022-02-28/
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&s=97420
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/02/japan-ukraine-sanctions/
https://www.reuters.com/world/brazil-votes-un-resolution-criticizes-indiscriminate-sanctions-against-russia-2022-03-02/
https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-russia/turkey-has-no-plans-join-sanctions-against-russia-over-ukraine
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/111923/defending-ukraine-its-hour-maximum-need_en
https://www.state.gov/additional-military-assistance-for-ukraine/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_192648.htm


EPRS Russia's war on Ukraine: International reactions 

This document is prepared for, and addressed to, the Members and staff of the European Parliament as background material to assist them in their parliamentary work. The content of the document is the sole 
responsibility of its author(s) and any opinions expressed herein should not be taken to represent an official position of the Parliament. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, 
provided the source is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and sent a copy. © European Union, 2022. 

eprs@ep.europa.eu  (contact)     http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu  (intranet)     http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank  (internet)     http://epthinktank.eu  (blog)   

 

Most EU Member States have committed to provide defence aid, including Germany, which prior to the conflict refused to send lethal aid, as well as historically 
neutral Ireland, Austria, Finland and Sweden (albeit non-lethal aid in the case of the former two). These countries have been joined by non-EU countries such 
as Australia, Canada, North Macedonia and the UK. 

Table 1: International reactions to Russia's war on Ukraine 

 
Data source: UNGA resolution A/RES/ES-11/1 vote summary, government statements for sanctions and commitments of defence aid as reported by the press. 

Defence aid includes various items, lethal and non-lethal, such as fuel, helmets and other protective equipment, medical items and medical care for injured Ukrainian soldiers 
in third countries, as well as lethal weapons, from rifles and ammunition to air defence rockets and anti-tank systems. 
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