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Fit for 55 package: Renewable Energy Directive 
During the September 2022 plenary session the Parliament will debate the report from the Committee for 
Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) on the Commission's proposal to revise the Renewable Energy Directive, as 
part of the 'fit for 55' package. The subsequent vote will fix the Parliament's position for trilogue negotiations. 

Background 
The European Commission adopted the 'fit for 55' package in July 2021, to adapt existing EU climate and 
energy legislation to meet the new EU objective of a minimum 55 % reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 2030, as required under the European Climate Law. The 'fit for 55' package includes a revision 
of the 2018 renewable energy directive (RED), which currently sets a collectively binding target of a 
minimum 32 % EU share of renewable energy sources (RES) in final energy consumption (FEC) by 2030.  

European Commission proposal 
On 14 July 2021, the Commission proposed a revised RED that raises this collectively binding EU target to a 
minimum 40 % RES share by 2030, accompanied by several measures to promote renewables. New sectoral 
targets would encourage RES take-up in industry, buildings, (district) heating and cooling, and transport; 
the latter would need to reduce its GHG intensity by 13 % by 2030. Cross-border RES projects would be 
facilitated, while sustainability criteria for biomass would be tightened. On 18 May 2022, the Commission 
adopted the REPowerEU plan to counter the energy crisis caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This 
plan includes a targeted amendment of the RED that raises the minimum binding EU target to a 45 % 
RES share by 2030, together with measures to accelerate the permit-granting process for RES installations. 

Council position 
On 29 June 2022, the Council of the EU agreed a general approach that supports the original 40 % RES 
target proposed by the Commission in July 2021, but would give Member States the flexibility to choose 
between a 13 % reduction in GHG intensity or a 29 % RES share in the FEC of the transport sector by 2030. 
The Council's general approach sets less ambitious sectoral targets than in the Commission proposal, but 
does support tightening biomass sustainability criteria and accelerating the RES permit-granting process.  

European Parliament position 
On 13 July 2022, the ITRE committee adopted a report that supports the new 45 % RES target proposed by 
the Commission in May 2022. Furthermore, Member States should aim for 5 % of newly installed RES 
capacity to come from innovative renewable energy technologies, with a further indicative target for 
storage technologies that can improve demand-side flexibility and deliver a 5 % reduction in peak 
electricity demand by 2030. The ITRE report tightens the sustainability criteria for biomass and accelerates 
the permit-granting process for RES installations, broadly in line with the approaches of the Commission 
and Council. In addition, the ITRE report requires each Member State to develop at least two cross-
border RES projects by the end of 2025, and sets more ambitious sectoral targets than those contained 
in the original Commission proposal or in the Council's general approach. The transport sector would 
need to deliver a 16 % reduction in GHG intensity by 2030, and take more active measures to promote 
renewable fuels of non-biological origin such as hydrogen, including in the 'hard to abate' maritime sector. 

First-reading report: 2021/0218(COD); Committee 
responsible: ITRE; Rapporteur: Markus Pieper (EPP, Germany). 
For further information, see our 'EU Legislation in progress' 
briefing.  
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