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EN 

A common charger for electronic devices: 
Revision of the Radio Equipment Directive 

During its first plenary session in October, Parliament is expected to vote on the provisional agreement resulting 
from interinstitutional negotiations on the legislative proposal to amend the 2014 Radio Equipment Directive. 
The proposal is to introduce common chargers and charging ports – USB Type-C – for mobile phones and other 
small portable devices sold in the EU. The expectation is that this would benefit consumers and reduce electronic 
waste. 

Background 
Legislation to introduce a common charger was announced in the Commission's 2020 new circular 
economy action plan having been on the EU agenda for over a decade. A 2019 study revealed that 84 % of 
consumers experienced problems relating to phone chargers, namely: having too many chargers; not being 
able to charge mobile phones as fast with other chargers, to charge different devices with the same charger, 
or find a compatible charger; and confusion about which charger works with what device. The study also 
found that excess mobile phone chargers were responsible for 11 000 to 13 000 tonnes of e-waste a year 
and 600 to 900 kt CO2e of associated lifecycle emissions. 

European Commission proposal 
On 23 September 2021, the Commission adopted a proposal for a directive amending Directive 2014/53/EU 
on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of 
radio equipment. The proposed legislation would facilitate the introduction of a common charger for a 
number of types of mobile devices sold in the EU.  

Provisional agreement resulting from interinstitutional negotiations 
The European Parliament's Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) adopted its 
report on 20 April 2022. On 4 May 2022, Parliament endorsed the mandate for interinstitutional 
negotiations, which started on 10 May 2022. On 7 June 2022, the co-legislators reached a provisional 
agreement. The agreement was confirmed by Coreper on 29 June 2022 and approved by IMCO on 
12 July 2022. The amendments to the proposal agreed by the co-legislators will require consumers to be 
informed by a pictogram as to whether a charger is included with a device, while information on the 
charging capabilities and compatible charging devices would be provided on a label.  
The Commission will be required to request the creation of harmonised standards for wireless charging 
within two years of the adoption of the directive, and will have to assess regularly whether the common 
charger should be made mandatory for additional devices.  
The text agreed in trilogue now needs to be adopted formally by Parliament in plenary, and then by the 
Council. The legal act will then be signed and published. 

Procedure: 2021/0291(COD); Committee responsible: IMCO; 
Rapporteur: Alex Agius Saliba (S&D, Malta). For further 
information see our 'EU legislation in progress' briefing. 
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