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COP27 climate change conference in Egypt 
The 27th Conference of Parties (COP27) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change will 
take place in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, from 6 to 18 November 2022. The conference will focus on 
implementation action, delivery of financing pledges, and options to address loss and damage. The European 
Parliament is due to vote during the October II session on a motion for a resolution on COP27, tabled by its 
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). 

Background 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's sixth assessment reports state unequivocally that there 
is a link between human activities and global warming, highlighting impacts observed and the numerous  
risks to natural and human systems in current warming trajectories. A September 2022 multi-agency 
report coordinated by the World Meteorological Organization concludes that current mit igation act ion 
and pledges are insufficient, forecasting 21st century global warming of 2.8° C, and noting the need for  
adaptation. The 2021 Glasgow Climate Pact describes this decade as critical for climate action. The 
Egyptian hosts frame COP27 as the 'implementation COP', with the aim of moving from promises to 
action. Last year's COP26 in Glasgow saw the rulebook governing practical implementation of the 
universal 2015 Paris Agreement completed. Climate finance remains a key issue, with developed countries 
still falling short of their annual US$100 billion pledge, due since 2020. The loss and damage discussion 
will return, after a proposal by developing countries to establish a facility separate from humanitarian aid 
and development programmes was blocked at COP26. Instead, the Glasgow Dialogue on loss and 
damage was created, which has received criticism. COP27 will also discuss the global goal on adaptation. 

Council negotiating position 
On 4 October 2022, the Economic and Financial Affairs Council adopted its climate finance conclusions 
ahead of COP27, in which it urges increased global efforts to align finance flows with the Paris Agreement. 
The Council stresses that carbon pricing and the phase-out of harmful subsidies are key components of 
this shift. Regarding loss and damage, the Council welcomes efforts to strengthen the global climate and 
disaster risk-finance and risk-insurance architecture, and supports integrating the response to negat ive 
climate impacts into humanitarian and development aid, while referring overall to the ongoing Glasgow 
Dialogue. The Council stated its expectation that the US$100 billion finance goal would be met in 2023.  

European Parliament position 
On 3 October 2022, the ENVI committee adopted a motion for a resolution on COP27, urging all parties to 
revisit and strengthen national targets so as to align them with the Paris Agreement. The motion stresses 
that mid-century goals must be accompanied by robust short-term targets and concrete action, and notes 
with concern the widening emissions gap. It calls for steps to ensure delivery of the 2020 climate finance 
goal in 2022, and progress on defining the global goal for adaptation. Moreover, it proposes separate 
targets for mitigation, adaptation, and loss and damage for a future finance goal, suggesting that loss and 
damage be kept as a permanent item on the COP agenda. Finally, it highlights the need to ensure 
effective participation of all parties, in particular from developing nations, in decision-making. Two oral 
questions in plenary, to Council and Commission, ask about the action being taken to increase all part ies '  
ambitions, scale up climate finance, and accelerate and support adaptation actions. 

 

Oral questions: O-000041/2022 and O-000042/2022. Motion for a resolution: 2022/2673(RSP); Committee 
responsible: ENVI. 
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