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European Day of Justice 2022 
Every year since 2004, European Day of Justice has been marked on or around 25 October, offering an 
opportunity to reflect on the importance of justice and the rule of law. European Day of Justice was originally 
the idea of the Council of Europe. 

Background 
Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) defines the legally binding values upon which the European 
Union (EU) is founded and that its Member States have jointly agreed to uphold. One of these key European 
values – 'common to the Member States in a society in which ... justice ... prevail[s]' – is the rule of law. 
According to Article 3 TEU, the EU offers its citizens an area of freedom, security and justice without 
internal frontiers. Chapter VI of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU, entitled 'Justice', sets out four 
justice-related fundamental rights and principles: 1) the right to an effective remedy and a fair trial 
(Article 47); 2) the right to the presumption of innocence and the right of defence (Article 48); 3) the 
principles of legality and proportionality of criminal offences and penalties (Article 49), and 4) the right not 
to be tried or punished twice in criminal proceedings for the same criminal offence (Article 50). The content 
of these rights is being gradually fleshed out in a growing body of Court of Justice case law, in particular in 
the areas of judicial independence and criminal law, but also in the case law of the European Court of 
Human Rights. The justice-related rights enshrined in the Charter are also protected by a number of EU 
legislative acts, such as directives: 2012/29 on the rights of victims of crime, 2016/1919 on legal aid for 
suspects and accused persons, and 2002/8 on legal aid in cross-border civil proceedings.  

Origins of the European Day of Justice and previous celebrations 
At their 842nd meeting, on 5 June 2003, the Ministers' Deputies at the Council of Europe agreed to declare 
a European Day of Civil Justice, to be held during the last week of October each year. They tasked the 
Council of Europe's European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) with preparing an 
organisational charter for the Day, outlining its key aspects. The organisational charter was adopted by the 
CEPEJ, and approved by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe in February 2004. The day is 
celebrated as European Day of Justice, and covers both the civil and the criminal aspects of justice. 

Every year, on European Day of Justice, a number of events take place at both European and national level. 
In 2020, 19 EU Member States held a total of 36 events. European lawyers' umbrella organisations 
meanwhile host EU-wide events. In 2021, the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) arranged 
European Lawyers' Day 2021 on the theme No justice without independent lawyers. Also in 2021, the 
Notaries of European (CNUE) organised the 6th Notaries of Europe Open Days, comprising information and 
advice sessions for citizens.  

European Day of Justice 2022 
As in previous years, as part of the 2022 edition of the European Day of Justice, the CCBE is coordinating a 
European Lawyers' Day, this year on the theme of Making the law prevail in times of war: the role of 
lawyers. The aim is to reflect on the role of lawyers in safeguarding individual human rights, and more 
specifically on how lawyers represent victims of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Other themes that 
may feature in the celebration of the 2022 Day of Justice include the topic of the digitalisation of European 
judicial cooperation in civil and commercial matters, and the on-going need to ensure respect for the rule 
of law and especially judicial independence, in all EU Member States. 
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