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EN 

A long-term vision for the EU's rural areas 
In June 2021, the European Commission unveiled its vision on how to boost the development of the EU's rural 
areas by 2040. The European Parliament decided to draw up an own-initiative report on the issue. The report by 
Parliament's Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) is due for a plenary vote in December. 

Background 
Covering more than 80 % of the total EU territory, rural areas are often seen as a more sustainable business 
and life model, and a safer and healthier alternative to urban areas. Moreover, they are home to nature 
reservoirs and agricultural activities. In a 2020 Eurobarometer survey, 95 % of respondents said they believe 
agriculture and rural areas are important for the future. However, many rural EU areas face challenges such 
as an ageing population and demographic decline, poor access to services and connectivity, and lack of 
opportunities, particularly for women. EU funds have helped rural areas tackle these challenges, not least 
through certain measures more relevant to local needs. One of the objectives of EU policy for the future of 
rural areas is to strengthen rural economies and make rural communities more resilient and prosperous. 

European Commission proposal 
After a public consultation and several networking initiatives involving rural actors and communities, the 
European Commission published its communication, 'A long-term vision for the EU's rural areas – Towards 
stronger, connected, resilient and prosperous rural areas by 2040', on 30 June 2021. The initiative, which is 
part of the Commission's 'A new push for European democracy' political priority, is set in the broader 
contexts of the EU's strategies for the digital and green transitions, and the recovery plan for Europe. The 
specific issues and challenges for rural areas are at the core of wide-ranging actions that look beyond the 
common agricultural policy's rural development measures. The long‑term vision includes a rural pact that 
engages EU, national, regional and local levels in supporting the vision within a rural pact community 
launched in December 2021, and a rural action plan built around flagship initiatives, each of them bringing 
together different EU policy areas. Moreover, it envisages a rural observatory to help improve the analysis 
of rural areas. It also proposes a 'rural proofing' mechanism to assess the impact of major EU legislative 
initiatives on rural areas. 
The communication has sparked stakeholders' interest and expectations for its potentially game-changing 
role in the EU's approach to rural development. In early 2022, both the European Committee of the Regions 
(CoR) and the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) adopted opinions on the EU initiative. 

European Parliament position 
During the December plenary session, Parliament is set to vote an own-initiative report on the long-term 
vision for the EU's rural areas. The report was drafted by the AGRI committee – rapporteur Isabel Carvalhais 
(S&D, Portugal) – with the associated Committee on Regional Development (REGI) and the Committee on 
Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) providing opinions. AGRI members adopted the committee 
report on 25 October 2022 with 36 votes in favour, 1 vote against, and 10 abstentions. Following on from 
debates in committees, including a hearing, that have fed into parliamentary work, the report recognises 
the key role of rural areas, the need for dedicated funding for these territories, and the importance of policy 
tools such as local community-based actions and the rural proofing mechanism. 

Own-initiative report: 2021/2254(INI); Committee responsible: AGRI; Rapporteur: Isabel Carvalhais (S&D, Portugal). 
For further information, see the EP 'Legislative Train Schedule' page on the communication on a long-term vision for 
rural areas. 
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