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EN 

Parliament votes on termination of the office of 
a Vice-President 

On 13 December, Parliament voted, by 625 to 1, to terminate the office of Vice-President Eva Kaili, one of the 
14 Vice-Presidents elected in January 2022 at the mid-term renewal of Parliament's leadership positions. The 
vote came after a unanimous vote in the Conference of Presidents to launch the procedure under Rule 21. It 
came in the context of the ongoing investigations carried out by the Belgian authorities for alleged wrongdoing, 
which have recently become public knowledge with charges brought against her and others.  

Background 
Pursuant to Rule 21 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, the Conference of Presidents (CoP) may propose to 
Parliament to bring to an end the term of office of the President, a Vice-President, or other high-level elected 
political officer (Quaestor, Chair or Vice-Chair of a committee or interparliamentary delegation). The CoP 
may take this decision where the Member in question has been guilty of serious misconduct. The CoP 
decides by a majority of three-fifths of the votes cast, representing at least three political groups, while 
Parliament decides by a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast, constituting a majority of its component 
Members.  
Rule 21 has very rarely been applied. A precedent is constituted by the ending the term of office as Vice-
President of Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR, Poland) in 2018 for having described, on his blog and during a radio 
interview, a fellow Member of Parliament, Róża Thun (EPP, Poland), as a 'shmaltsovnik' (a deeply offensive 
Polish term for someone who blackmailed Jews, or Poles protecting Jews, during the Nazi occupation). On 
that occasion, upon a proposal to apply Rule 21 from the European People's Party (EPP), the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and Democrats (S&D), the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) and 
the Greens/EFA Groups, and approved by the CoP, Parliament voted in favour of such termination on 
7 February 2018 by a majority of the votes cast and representing the majority of members. The vote took 
place by secret ballot according to (applicable at the time) Rule 180a(2), now Rule 191. 
Czarnecki initiated an action for the annulment of Parliament's decision, which was subsequently rejected 
by order of the General Court on 6 June 2019 (T-230/18), in which the Court clarified certain aspects of the 
procedure under Rule 21. In the first place, the Court explained that the procedure for termination of an 
office under Rule 21 has an intrinsically political nature. This gives Parliament broad discretionary power 
which thus limits the Court's scope for judicial review thereon (point 29). Second, the Court explained that 
the decision adopted pursuant to Rule 21 falls outside the scope of disciplinary decisions (found elsewhere 
in the Rules of Procedure) and therefore does not constitute a sanction in legal terms (points 24-29). Finally, 
the Court confirmed that in a correct application of Rule 178(3), now Rule 187, only votes in favour and 
against should be considered in counting the votes cast, disregarding abstentions (point 71). 

Position of Parliament 
The vote took place in the context of recent events involving investigations into alleged accusations of 
corruption against Eva Kaili and others. She was elected to the office of Vice President in January 2022, but 
had recently had all powers, duties and tasks delegated to her in her capacity as Vice-President suspended 
by the President, which was done pursuant to Rule 23(3). Kaili has also been suspended from the S&D 
Group. The termination of the office of Vice-President does not entail the termination of the mandate as a 
Member of the European Parliament. 
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