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Dear Reader, 

Since Russia ’s unprovoked military aggres-
sion against Ukraine, the ITRE Committee 

has had responsibility for defining the future 

regulatory framework of the European gas 
market, addressing energy in terms of Euro-

pean security and affordability. 

The rapporteurs on the gas directive and gas regulation have finalised their negotia-

tions, paving the way for a parliamentary position ahead of the trilogue with the 
Council. 

A recent study on the  revision of the third energy package for  gas in light of the cur-
rent energy crisis will be presented in ITRE committee on 28 March. The study touch-

es upon three issues: the role of unbundling rules for gas and hydrogen infrastruc-
ture, the development of an EU hydrogen backbone, and ensuring energy supply 

through gas interconnectors. 

  Cristian-Silviu BUŞOI, MEP  

 Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 

AGRI Hemp in the CAP reform 
Workshop    
28  February 2023 - 09.00-10.30 
SPINELLI 3G3  

COVI Long COVID 
Workshop  
9 March 2023 - 10.00-12.00 
SPINELLI 1G3  

DID YOU KNOW? 

You can check all past and future events  
organized by committees and policy  
departments on the committee website  
under the Events tab. 

FOCUS 

Making the transition to decarbonised gases is cen-
tral to both environmental sustainability and energy 
independence. The study requested by ITRE com-

mittee looks at the revision of the third energy pack-

age for gas and how unbundling will affect the tran-

sition to a hydrogen-based economy. It also reflects 
on the challenge of ensuring price stability and secu-

rity of supply in the light of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. In conclusion, both public support and bold 

private sector actions are needed.  
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

While the first years of work on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN ’s  

Agenda 2030 brought real progress, recent global crises have meant delays and reversals. 

This in-depth analysis for the DEVE Committee proposes that the EU adapt its approach to 
the SDGs to ensure progress. The authors argue that the EU needs an overall strategy, as 

well as changes in the SDGs ’ financing, ecology and green recovery, citizens’ empowerment, 

political commitments, and cooperation between sectors.  

Policy Department for External Relations 

The European Universities Initiative is a flagship initiative from 2019 for higher education 

development embodying an old but persistent idea: the advent of European universities. 

Since then 44 European Universities alliances (EUAs) were created, with 340 participating 

higher education institutions. This study, requested by the CULT Committee evaluates the 
selection procedures and drafts three future scenarios. Its recommendations aim to im-

prove EUAs sustainability, regulatory conditions and the learning processes.  

Policy Department for Structural and Cohesion Policies  

The proliferation of commercial spyware, such as Pegasus software, is a big concern. The EU 
should place a much higher priority in countering government use of these tools. This stu-

dy, requested by the PEGA Committee, analyses the proliferation of technologies for re-

pression and social control. While these technologies have the potential to positively en-

hance democratic values and human rights, they are also actively deployed by repressive 
regimes.  

Policy Department for Citizens’  Rights and Constitutional Affairs 

How are national political parties, their foundations and parliamentary political groups fun-
ded? How is their use of funds controlled? This study, requested by the Directorate-General 

for Finance, stresses the need to implement international standards to achieve objectives in 

specific regulatory environments, rather than importing 'off-the-shelf' solutions. It looks at 

differences between political financing rules in Member States and the EP.    

Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs  
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TRAN Policy departments provide in-house and  
external expertise to support EP  

committees and other parliamentary bodies in 

shaping legislation and exercising  

democratic scrutiny over EU policies.  
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Environmental challenges through the lifecycle of battery electric vehicles - 
March 2023 

Prisons and detention conditions in the EU - 
February 2023

Potential measures to facilitate the production of Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients (APIS) - March 2023 

Transparency and accountability of EU funding for NGOs active in EU policy 
areas within EU territory - June 2023

Enhancing the capabilities of CSDP Missions and Operations to identify and 
respond to disinformation attacks  - February  2023 
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