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Conservation of southern bluefin tuna: 
Transposing fisheries management measures 

As a member of the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT), the European Union 
must transpose its measures so that they apply to vessels flying the flag of an EU Member State. During the 
February I plenary session, Parliament is due to vote on a provisional agreement with the Council to transpose  
the conservation and fisheries management measures adopted by this intergovernmental organisation. 

Background 
Fishing on the high seas is subject to cooperation in the framework of regional fisheries management 
organisations (RFMOs). These organisations are formed by countries with fishing interests in those areas. 
The Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) is such an organisation and is 
responsible for the conservation and sustainable use of southern bluefin tuna throughout its distribution 
area (see map). The EU fleet does not target the stock, but EU vessels fishing for other tuna and tuna-like 
species in the region reported limited by-catch of southern bluefin tuna (none since 2012, however).  

European Commission proposal 
On 28 July 2021, the Commission presented a proposal to 
transpose CCSBT measures through a new regulation. The 
proposal is limited to those CCSBT measures that apply to 
the EU – taking into account that the EU fleet does not 
target the stock – and insofar as they are not already 
covered by existing EU legislation (e.g. through the 
Control Regulation 1224/2009 or Regulation 1005/2008 
on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing). The 
proposal includes the ban on EU vessels catching 
southern bluefin tuna, with the exception of by-catches, 
and addresses specific aspects such as the registration of EU vessels in the CCSBT record of vessels, the 
implementation of the CCSBT catch documentation scheme, reporting obligations and the duty to provide 
information in cases where incidents are investigated. The Commission also requested delegated powers 
to speed up the transposition of future CCSBT measures when these relate to certain technical aspects. 

European Parliament position 
On 27 April 2022, Parliament's Committee on Fisheries (PECH) adopted its report on the proposal, by 
26 votes to none with one abstention. Agreement was reached during trilogue negotiations on 24 October 
2022. The agreed text contains a solution, as used in other RFMO files, to avoid references to external 
documents. To this end, the co-legislators have incorporated four CCSBT documents into the regulation in 
new annexes, which can be amended by the Commission through delegated powers. Other changes ensure 
that the storage of personal data necessary for enforcement of the regulation complies with EU data 
protection rules. The text is due to be voted on during the February I plenary session. 

First-reading report: 2021/0242(COD); Committee 
responsible: PECH; Rapporteur: Grace O'Sullivan 
(Greens/EFA, Ireland).   

 

 

 

Map – CCSBT convention area 

 
Source: European Commission (12 April 2022). 
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