AT A GLANCE

European elections 2024

European Parliament

Voting age for European elections

Under current EU law, EU Member States are free to set their minimum national voting age for European
elections. This age is setat 16 in Austria, Belgium, Germany and Malta, 17 in Greece, and 18 in the remaining
Member States.

Current law

The rules applicable to European elections are based on a combination of the common principles
established in the European Electoral Act of 1976, as amended by Council Decision 2002/772, and the
different national rules implementing those principles. In line with Article 8 of the European Elections
Act, Member States can set the minimum voting age in their nationallegislation.

Proposal

In May 2022, Parliament tabled a proposal for a Council requlation on the election of the Members of the
European Parliament (MEPs) by direct universal suffrage, which would replace the existing European
Electoral Act of 1976 (2022/0902(APP)). The aim of the proposal is toharmonise anumber of rules applicable
to European elections, including the voting age. According to recital 17 of the proposal, a 'single
harmonised age for voting ... should be introduced across the Union in order to ensure equality and to
avoid discrimination'. Article 4(1) of the proposal sets the age at 16 but allows for exceptionsfor 'existing
constitutional orders establishing a minimum voting age of 18 or 17 years ofage'. To enter into force, the
regulation needs the unanimous approval of the Council and the approval of all Member States in
accordance with their constitutional requirements.

Voting by persons under 18

Figure 1 - Voting age in the Member States
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Voting age The 2024 European elections will be
for European elections governed by the European Electoral Act

16 of 1976. In Belgium, a law adopted in
RV 2022 lowered the voting age to 16.
RE Initially, voters aged 16 and 17 could vote

only after submitting a request to their
municipality of residence. However, on
20 July 2023 the Belgian Constitutional
Court found this additional requirement
unconstitutional, therefore the voting
age is now simply 16 without any
additional requirements. In Germany, a
law adopted in early 2023 lowered the
voting age for European elections from
18 to 16. In 2018, Malta's Constitution
sets the standard voting age, including
for European elections, at 16. In Greece,
the voting age is set at 17. In 2007,
Austria fixed its standard voting age at
16. In all other Member States, the voting
ageis 18.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A01976X1008%2801%29-20020923
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32002D0772
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0129_EN.html
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/0902(APP)
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/22/council-confirms-6-to-9-june-2024-as-dates-for-next-european-parliament-elections/
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&table_name=loi&cn=2022060106
https://www.const-court.be/public/f/2023/2023-116f.pdf
https://www.const-court.be/public/f/2023/2023-116f-info.pdf
https://www.recht.bund.de/bgbl/1/2023/11/VO.html
https://legislation.mt/eli/const/eng
https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/467/eng/pdf
https://www.kodiko.gr/nomothesia/document/96631/nomos-4255-2014
https://www.oesterreich.gv.at/en/themen/leben_in_oesterreich/wahlen/1/Seite.320210.html#aktiv
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Table 1 -Legal bases setting the voting age for European electionsin the EU-27

‘ Member State | Voting age

16 Article 1 § 2 of the EP Elections Act 1989 as modified by Act of 1 June 2022
and Constitutional Court judgmentNo 116/2023 of 20 July 2023

18 Article 350 of the Electoral Code

18 Article 5 of the European Parliament Elections Act

18 § 6 of the Act Concerning the Election of the Danish MEPs in conjunction with
§ 1(1) of the Parliamentary Elections Act

16 § 6 of the European Elections Act as modified by Actof 11.1.2023

18 §4 (1) of the European Parliament Election Act

18 Rule 72, Schedule 2 of the European Parliament Elections Act 1997

17 Article 1 of the European Elections Act 2014 in conjunction with Article 4(1)
of the Parliamentary Elections Act

18 Article 2 of the Organic Law 5/1985 of 19 June 1985

18 Article 5 of the European Parliament Elections Act in conjunction with
Article L.2 of the Electoral Code

18 Article 45 of the Constitution

18 Article 3 of the Law on Election of Italian MEPs 1979

18 Article 4 of the European Parliament Elections Act

18 § 2 of the Act on Election to European Parliament

18 Article 8(4) of the Electoral Code

18 Article 3 of the Electoral Act 2003

18 Article XXIII of the Fundamental Law in conjunction with & 2:10 of the Civil
Code (age of majority)

16 Article 11(c) of the European Parliament Elections Act 2004 in conjunction
with Article 57 (b) of the Constitution of Malta

18 Article Y3(a) and (b)(2) of the Electoral Act

16 § 10 of the European Elections Ordinance

18 Article 10 § 1 of the Electoral Code

18 Article 1 of the Electoral Law for the European Parliament in conjunction with
Article 1 of the Law governing Elections to the Assembly of the Republic

18 Article 5(5) of the European Parliament Elections Law

18 Article 10 of the Election of MEPs from the Republic of Slovenia Act

18 § 3 of the Actno. 180/2014 Coll.,on the conditions for the exercise of the right
to vote

18 § 14(ll) of the Constitution

18 Avdeling 5, 4 § of the Elections Act (2005:837) in conjunction with
Proclamation (1974:152) on the adoption of a new form of government,
kap., 4§.

This ‘At a glance' note is one ina series of publications examining various aspects of EU electorallaw. It has been compiled
on the basis of information provided through the European Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation
(ECPRD). In addition, the data have been verifiedin May 2023 by country specialists from the EPRS Members' Research
Service. The information concerning Belgium was updated in August 2023.

This document is prepared for, and addressed to, the Members and staff of the European Parliament as background material to assist them in their
parliamentary work. The content of the document is the sole responsibility of its author(s) and any opinions expressed herein should not be taken
to represent an official position of the Parliament. Reproduction and translation for non-commercial purposes are authorised, provided the source
is acknowledged and the European Parliament is given prior notice and senta copy. © European Union, 2023.

eprs@ep.europa.eu (contact) http//www eprs.ep.parl.unioneu (intranet) http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank (internet) http://epthinktank.eu (blog)



mailto:eprs@ep.europa.eu
http://www.eprs.ep.parl.union.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
http://epthinktank.eu/
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/loi_a1.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=1989032333&table_name=loi&&caller=list&F&fromtab=loi&tri=dd+AS+RANK&rech=1&numero=1&sql=(text+contains+(%27%27))#Art.41
https://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&table_name=loi&cn=2022060106
https://www.const-court.be/public/f/2023/2023-116f.pdf
https://lex.bg/bg/laws/ldoc/2136112596
https://www.psp.cz/en/docs/laws/2003/62.html
https://elections.im.dk/media/15731/consolidated-act-no-1259-of-27-august-2020.pdf
https://elections.im.dk/parliament-elections/folketing-parliamentary-elections-act
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/euwg/BJNR007090978.html
https://www.recht.bund.de/bgbl/1/2023/11/VO.html
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/en/eli/513012020006/consolide
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/2/schedule/2/enacted/en/html
https://www.kodiko.gr/nomothesia/document/96631/nomos-4255-2014
https://www.kodiko.gr/nomothesia/document/370899/p.d.-26-2012
https://boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-1985-11672
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/loda/article_lc/LEGIARTI000028334026
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/section_lc/LEGITEXT000006070239/LEGISCTA000006148454/?anchor=LEGIARTI000006353016#LEGIARTI000006353016
https://www.sabor.hr/sites/default/files/uploads/inline-files/CONSTITUTION_CROATIA.pdf
https://www.parlamento.it/parlam/leggi/79018l.htm
http://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/2004_1_10/full.html
https://likumi.lv/ta/en/en/id/84185-election-to-the-european-parliament-law
https://www.e-tar.lt/portal/lt/legalAct/418f26f0082b11edb4cae1b158f98ea5
https://data.legilux.public.lu/filestore/eli/etat/leg/loi/2003/02/18/n2/jo/fr/html/eli-etat-leg-loi-2003-02-18-n2-jo-fr-html.html
https://www.parlament.hu/documents/125505/138409/Fundamental+law/
https://njt.hu/jogszabaly/en/2013-5-00-00
https://njt.hu/jogszabaly/en/2013-5-00-00
https://legislation.mt/eli/cap/467/eng/pdf
https://legislation.mt/eli/const/eng
https://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0004627/2023-01-01
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=10001436
https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/download.xsp/WDU20110210112/U/D20110112Lj.pdf
https://dre.pt/dre/legislacao-consolidada/lei/1987-34527475
https://www.parlamento.pt/sites/EN/Parliament/Documents/LeiEleitoralARen.pdf
https://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/78622
http://pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO3401
https://www.slov-lex.sk/pravne-predpisy/SK/ZZ/2014/180/20220531.html
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1999/en19990731.pdf
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/vallag-2005837_sfs-2005-837
https://riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/kungorelse-1974152-om-beslutad-ny-regeringsform_sfs-1974-152#K3

	Current law
	Proposal
	Voting by persons under 18 year of age
	Table 1 –Legal bases setting the voting age for European elections in the EU-27

	Figure 1 – Voting age in the Member States

